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PREFACE 


Anew edition of the Letters of Theodoros Hyrtakenos does not 
really call for an explanation or for that matter a justification, 
considering the plethora of publications in the field of Byzantine 
Studies, particularly in the recent decades. Among other things 
this new edition provides a sounder text when compared to the 
version published some two centuries ago by FJ.G. La Porte du 
Theil. The discussion, translation, and commentary accompa- 
nying the Greek text may also be of interest to both historians 
and philologists working on the Palaeologan period in light of 
the fact that the letters of Hyrtakenos have been rather inexpli- 
cably underutilized by scholars. 

This edition is the outcome of a joint project undertaken se- 
veral years ago with Professor Georgios Fatouros (Freie Univer- 
sitat Berlin). As often happens, our initial plans changed over 
time, but the topic of Hyrtakenos remained a priority in our long 
standing exchange of texts and ideas. It is a great pleasure for 
me to finally be in a position to present the result of our collabo- 
ration - as the saying goes, better late than never. 
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But I should stress that I alone bear the responsibility for in- 
evitable errors and misjudgments. 

It remains to express my sincere thanks to my good friend 
Professor loannis Polemis who read the typescript and gave ad- 
vice and encouragement. A special debt of gratitude I owe also 
to Dr. Deborah Brown Kazazis for her meticulous editing and 
valuable suggestions in making my English more readable. | also 
thank Dimitris Zazas for his care in seeing the book through the 


press. 
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INTRODUCTION 





Theodoros Hyrtakenos continues even now to be regarded as an 
obscure writer of the Palaeologan period, although his ninety- 
three letters together with his rhetorical works were published 
in the early nineteenth century, at a time when the study of 
Byzantium had not yet become an academic discipline.’ Despite 
his early entry in the bibliography, his correspondence rarely 
attracted the attention of scholars because as an author he was 
considered a mediocrity, lacking both literary taste and imagi- 
nation in his writings.’ It is true that in his letters Hyrtakenos 
becomes somewhat monotonous, frequently projecting the 
image of an impoverished intellectual, an image he consciously 


1. FJ.G. La Porte du Theil, Notices et Extraits d’ un volume de la Biblio- 
théque Nationale, coté MCCIX parmi le manuscrits grecs, et contenant les opus- 
cules et lettres anecdotes de Théodére l’ Hyrtacénien, Notices et extraits des 
manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Nationale, et autres bibliothéques 5 (1798), 709 
744; 6 (1800) 1-48. J.-F. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, I, Paris, 1829, 248- 
292; II, Paris 1830, 409-453; III Paris 1831, 1-70. 

2. K. Krumbacher, Geschichte der byzantinischen Literatur von Justinian 
bis zum Ende der ost-rémischen Reiches (527-1453), Munich 1897, 483-485. 
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cultivated, sometimes to the extreme, in the hope of winning 
the sympathy of his patrons. But he was not alone in writing let- 
ters of petition to the Emperor, the Patriarch, and other power- 
ful men of his day to request financial assistance. In the case of 
loannes Tzetzes, material goods meant nothing, because he re- 


fused to become a slave to affluence.’ But Tzetzes was of course 
an uncompromising individual, one who refused to accept gifts 
even from friends as a matter of principle. With Theodoros Hyr 

takenos, however, the matter was altogether different. 

Like Tzetzes, Hyrtakenos was a teacher, but the pay he re- 
ceived was irregular and never sufficient to sustain him. He com- 
plained that he socialized with men of power and wealth but 
enjoyed none of it. He thus felt that he was unjustly overlooked 
by his powerful friends and made no secret of his bitterness. Un- 
doubtedly his correspondence presents a special case. Letters 
that concern personal matters or some kind of request are not 
a rarity, but they never take up a whole collection. 

The suffering of an intellectual who moved in the midst of a 
circle of prosperous literati is in itself an interesting subject.’ 
But this is only one side of the coin. It is also worth considering 


} 62 


3, Epist. 39, 6, Leone, 58: xo ‘cpxet por uixod’ moocertre’ “xout whe- 
dv dveheubgpme of xéypnuce’, nostnoduny Blov tov meviypdv xatt 
éyywvoy. Cf. also Epist. 19,7, Leone, 36: dpxet yap éhevdeplue usxod, wor 
xot TAstdvey dvehevédows od xéyonuo. 

4,1, Sevéenko, “Society and Intellectual Life in the Fourteenth Cen- 
tury”, Actes du XIVe Congrés International des Etudes Byzantines, Bucarest 
6-12 Septembre 1971, I, Bucharest 1974, 69-92. 
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his network of correspondents, his personal contacts and his 
friendships, which were based on the teacher-pupil relationship, 
as well as his ideas and social values, which appear stereotyped 
and yet at times deviate from the norm to project a contradic- 
tory self-image. The issue of the circulation of manuscripts also 
surfaces in his letters because like many others he borrowed 
manuscripts and sent his own writings to be read and critiqued. 
He belonged to a circle of teachers and government officials 
which we cannot fully identify, but we do know that at times he 
intervened with high-ranking officials on behalf of his compan- 
ions. But most telling are the letters about his financial problems 
and the way he went about making his requests effective. He 
tried to become witty and somewhat dramatic. At one time his 
estate stood in ruins; at another, his storage vessels were empty 
at harvest time, while on other occasions his starving horse was 
ready to devour him. As a rule he drew his examples from the 
classics and consequently the day to day events are never de- 
scribed in realistic terms. In this respect he did not differ from 
the intellectual norms of his time.’ 

Our main source of information concerning the teaching ca- 
reer of Hyrtakenos is the dossier of his ninety-three letters in 
Parisinus gr. 1209, a codex unicus of the fourteenth century writ- 
ten on parchment, which also transmits his rhetorical works. It 
is unusual that an ordinary teacher (impoverished, as he himself 
claimed) would aspire to preserve his literary endeavors to pos- 


5. Cf. A. Karpozilos, “The Correspondence of Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 
JOB 40 (1990) 275-294. 
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terity.° The Parisinus gr. 1209 may have been an autograph as some 
marginal notes suggest.’ If this assumption proves correct then 
the selection of letters along with the other writings was made 
by Hyrtakenos himself. But what criteria did he employ for his 
selection? Most probably he wished to leave an account of his 
career as a teacher with an eye to being read and publicized. 
Puzzling though this may seem, his literary output was probably 
gathered and published not long after his lifetime. 

As his family name suggests, he was born in Hyrtake, a place 
near Kyzikos, probably in the 1260s. About his family and teach- 
ers we know next to nothing. Only once did he remark that his 
parents provided the tuition for his education (Epist. 1, 3-10). As 
a youth he had met Konstantinos Akropolites (Epist. 46), the son 
of the grand logothete Georgios Akropolites, most likely as a fel- 
low student. Their friendship, if it ever existed, did not last very 
long. From other fragmentary inferences we know that he was 
the owner of a house in Constantinople, large enough to have a 
stable in order to keep a horse (Epist. 2, 6-7, 9-10, 28-30, 92), and 
a garden with fig trees (Epist. 14). 

He probably came to the attention of the court towards the 
end of the thirteenth century, if we interpret correctly a pros- 


6. Cf. F. Tinnefeld, “Zur Entstehung von Briefsammlungen in der 
Palaiologenzeit”, JOAYHAEYPOZ NOYS: Miscellanea fir Peter Schreiner 
zu seinem 60. Geburtstag, ed. C. Scholz - G. Makris, Munich -Leipzig 2000, 
373. 

7. P. Caballero Sanchez, “Le manuscrit Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale 
de France, Gr. 1209: L'autographe de Théodore Hyrtakénos?”, Byz 84 
(2014) 33-47. 
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phonema which he composed for Andronikos II.* It must have 
been a special occasion for delivering this speech in the presence 
of the Emperor. In his address Hyrtakenos praised him for his 
efforts to combat heresy - alluding to the repudiation of the pro- 
posed Union with Rome in December 1282 or perhaps the 
conclusion of the Arsenite schism sometime after 1284.° His pro- 
sphonema is undoubtedly the earliest extant record of his con- 
tacts with the court of Andronikos II. He must have been enlisted 
as an enthusiastic supporter of the new Emperor at the start of 
his reign; Andronikos II was only twenty-two when he ascended 
the throne. It would seem that he continued to have access to 
the court, because several years later he delivered monodies on 
the death of the Emperor’s wife, Eirene of Montferrat, in 1317, 
and his son Michael IX in 1320. 

The lack of a clear chronological order in his letters makes it 
difficult to establish their dating with any certainty. Only the 
first nine letters seem to have been arranged in temporal prece- 
dence: the first two were addressed to the Emperor (Andronikos 
Il), the next two (Epist. 3-4) to the Patriarch (Ioannes Glykys), 
the following three (Epist. 5-7) to the epi tou kanikleiou (Nike- 
phoros Choumnos) and the last two (Epist. 8-9) to the megas lo- 
gothetes (Theodoros Metochites). From that point on there is no 


8. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, 1, 248-253. 
9, Td wav obv af éxeivon pgypr cou, Busted, Soypdrw Sowv xad otwy 
aipécerc, Alo te Cdnvaplae xot Praopntton ..., ibid., 252. 
10. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, 1, 254-268; 269-281. A, Sideras, Die 
byzantinischen Grabreden, Vienna 1994, 255-261. 


binmaicciaeits-. | 
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sequential order in the collection. Some letters, however, appear 
to have been grouped together because they were written in the 
same period or because of their subject matter. 


A letter addressed to Metochites (Epist. 22) containing the ; 


request that Hyrtakenos be exempted from serving in the civil 
guard seems to be one of the earliest of the collection. It could 
be dated in the first decade of the fourteenth century. We know 


that his two letters to loannes Glykys (Epist. 3-4) were written 


during the latter’s patriarchate, that is between 1315 and 1319, 
and his dispatches to Glykys’ son Basileios (Epist. 67, 87, 93) date 
from the same period. Another group (Epist. 75, 83, 88) was writ- 
ten some time after the marriage of the younger Andronikos to 
Eirene von Braunschweig (23 October 1317), perhaps in the 
course of 1318,"' Two other letters (Epist. 54-55) addressed to the 
domestikos loannes Kantakouzenos were written on the eve of a 
campaign against the Turks in Asia Minor. The expedition itself, 
however, is not mentioned in the historical sources of the period 
so we cannot date it with any certainty. It probably took place 
sometime after 1325 because in both letters Kantakouzenos was 
addressed as yeyac dougotixos, a title given to him around that 
time.” Letters 16 and 21 addressed to Theodoros Metochites 
were certainly written after 1321, and the criterion for this date 


11. G. Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, JOB 43 (1993), 222-223. 

12, D.M. Nicol, The Reluctant Emperor, Cambridge 1966, 23-24. Fa- 
touros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 228. 
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is the award of his title in that year.” Finally, Epist. 15 dates 
around 1327-1328 (addressed to Andronikos Palaiologos [PLP 
21435], governor of Belgrade/Berat in Albania). In other words, 
the collection extents over a decade, from approximately 1315 
to 1328. 

The network of his correspondence is relatively small 
(twenty-nine recipients in total) including the Emperor and his 
two powerful ministers, Choumnos and Metochites, in addition 
to high-ranking officials and former students employed in the 
court. Some of these men are known from other contemporary 
sources. Letters addressed to Hyrtakenos have not been pre- 
served. Metochites claims the lion’s share as an addressee with 
twenty-one letters which concern more often than not the 
writer’s poverty.'* The Emperor comes next with fifteen letters, 
for the most part of a similar content," followed by Choumnos 
with seven.” Among remaining correspondents Konstantinos 
Loukites, a former student who held the office of protovestiarios 
in the court of the Komnenoi in Trebizond, occupies a special 
place in his correspondence with seven letters,'* followed by 


13. Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, 228. 

14. For the date of Epist. 15, see the discussion in the commentary, 
pp. 324-325, 

15, Epist. 8-9, 11, 16-22, 35-36, 38-39, 57, 62, 65-66, 74, 81, 90. 

16. Epist. 1-2, 32-34, 53, 58-59, 64, 75, 83-84, 88-89, 92. 

17. Epist. 5-7, 28, 77, 86, 91. 

18, Epist. 37, 40-41, 56, 73, 78, 85. 
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Nikephoros Metochites, also a former student who received four ; 
letters addressed (Epist. 42, 44, 49, 71). He sent three letters to __ 
his other prominent student Basileios Glykys, son of the Patri- | 


arch Ioannes Glykys (Epist. 67, 87, 93). 


His addressees were by and large government officials, some ~ 


holding important positions in the imperial court, who could 
mediate with the Emperor in support of Hytrakenos’s various 
petitions. There are only a few men of the cloth among his re- 
cipients and they do not figure prominently in his correspon- 
dence. in fact, he forwarded only two letters to the Patriarch 
loannes Glykys (Epist. 3-4) to let him know that he had tried to 
visit him twice within two weeks but was not allowed to enter 
his residence. When he needed to approach the Patriarch, for 


instance, in trying to secure monastic property as a charistikion, 


he turned to the patriarch’s son Basileios to intervene on his be- 
half (Epist. 67). Other clerical recipients held secretarial posi- 
tions in the Church hierarchy. But his letters to them concern 
only routine matters and small favours. 


He addressed the various officials in a personal style and di- 
rect way without the customary greetings and introductions. : 


Presumably some of these men were friends and former stu- 
dents so he could dispense with formalities. He frequently em- 
ployed the theme of friendship, especially when he wrote to 
them (Epist. 12,2; 37,20; 41,2). But the immediate issue was usu- 
ally to ask a favour while simultaneously reminding them that 
they were indebted to him. There is no evidence that he ever re- 
ciprocated in some way for the help or gifts he received. But for 
the most part his letters were not about friendship. One has the 
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impression that he was continuing an ongoing discussion of his 
case pending settlement in the imperial court. For a poor intel- 
lectual he nevertheless appears well connected with officialdom. 
After all, his school was attended by students sponsored by the 
government who later served in the imperial court as notarioi 
and in other similar positions. And yet his involvement with of- 
ficialdom cannot be clearly defined. For one thing, we will never 
know how effective his well-composed letters were, or whether 
his requests were ultimately granted. 

Considering the bulk of his correspondence, he wrote rela- 
tively few letters to the Emperor describing his material priva- 
tions (Epist. 1-2, 32-34, 53, 59, 64, 84, 89). For all his complaints, 
Andronikos II once presented him with a horse in recognition 
of his services, obviously as a teacher (Epist. 1, 6, 9). From this 
gift, Hyrtakenos developed a somewhat humorous topos in his 
letters - that his starving horse was threatening to devour him 
because he could not afford to feed it (Epist. 6,17; 7,20; 10,5; 28,3; 
29,19; 30,3). Upon the recommendation of his counselors, the 
Emperor once even agreed to grant him a land holding (Epist. 
20,6), a state subsidy (Epist. 65,10) and at another time, expen- 
sive apparel (6,30; 7,33). In his letters, however, Hyrtakenos time 
and again complained that the privileges which the Emperor 
had approved had not yet been accorded (Epist. 34, 36). Unfor- 
tunately his relationship with the Emperor cannot be further 
defined or amplified. 

By far the largest group of letters in the collection, a total of 
twenty-one, is addressed to Theodoros Metochites and their sub- 
ject matter, of course, is Hyrtakenos’ perpetual poverty. Meto- 
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chites, as is well known, held important court positions as the. 
closest adviser of the Emperor in whose presence the latter had © 


occasionally approved the petitions of Hyrtakenos (Epist. 20). 
The grand logothete had hired him to teach one of his sons 


(Epist. 19, 35) and had used him to secure a manuscript of Aris- — 


totle (Epist. 11). There was certainly a familiarity between the 
two men, but it went no further than this. Once Hyrtakenos 
hinted that Metochites owed his brilliant success to the Muses 
and to the god of learning, Hermes, and as a fellow servant of 
Hermes, as he put it, he should intervene on his behalf with the 
Emperor (Epist. 90). In contrast, his seven letters to Nikephoros 
Choumnos appear somewhat more personal and less restrained 


SES Ho ea eaten 





in their wording. Perhaps at the time they were written the star _ 


of Choumnos had sunk into insignificance. When Choumnos * | 


died in 1327 it was Hyrtakenos who was called upon to deliver 
the funeral oration.’ Finally, among his remaining correspon- 
dents Konstantinos Loukites (PLP 15153), a protovestiarios in the 
court of Trebizond, occupies a rather special place in this col- 
lection. Hyrtakenos took the time to write him lengthy letters 
full of classical allusions and in accordance with the rules of epis- 
tolography. He felt proud, of course, that his student had em- 
barked upon a brilliant career (Epist. 73, 78). In return Loukites 
sent him gifts and money and upon one occasion asked him to 
find a copy of the Odyssey (Epist. 56). 


19. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, 1, 282-292. Sideras, Die byzantinischen 
Grabreden, 260-261. 
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The circumstances under which his letters were written, as 

was noted above, cannot be established with any certainty since 
they do not provide concrete hints. His overall poverty was the 
result of his rich students not remitting their fees (Epist. 8, 22; 
38,22; 39,4; 66,2). Though private, his school was attended by stu- 
dents sponsored by the government (Epist. 64, 93). When the 
support he received from the State for teaching poor students 
was discontinued, his situation became even more dire, About 
one-third of his correspondence is taken up by pleas to the Em- 
peror and his ministers to be given an allowance for his services 
in money and grain. Such letters imply a situation that contin- 
ued over a long period of time. He seems earnest in his letter to 
the Emperor when he wrote that he faced famine, which is “the 
most fearful monster that ever drew breath and like a haughty 
bull roars against me and mocks me” (Epist. 1,17; cf. also 33, 34, 
39). Similar letters may have been written in a period of famine 
when wheat was scarce and being sold at high prices on the 
black market. Such a situation recalls the events of the winter 
of 1306-1307 when Constantinople suffered from famine because 
Andronikos Ii had prohibited the cultivation of the fields in 
Thrace to starve the Catalans and force them to leave the land, 
a measure that brought about the disruption of the grain supply 
in the Capital.” This possibility should not be excluded as it pro- 
vides a different and more pragmatic perspective when, for in- 
stance, Hyrtakenos asked the Emperor “to shoot his fiery arrows 


20. Cf. A. Laiou, “The Provisioning of Constantinople during the Win- 
ter of 1306-1307”, Byz 37 (1967) 91-113. 


ELE Sn 
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of gratuitous corn against famine” (Epist. 33) or when he wrote a 


to Metochites that “famine stands before my doorstep and sets 
ajar the door for death” (Epist. 9). 


Be that as it may, his insecure income caused him to consider © 


abandoning his profession and retiring to a monastery on Mount 
Athos (Epist. 61). Elsewhere he mentions that he ventured to be- 
come a farmer but an earthquake destroyed his estate (Epist. 16). 
He tried to obtain land property as a pronoiarios in the region of 
Nymphaion (Epist. 20) and monastic land (charistikion) around 
Kyzikos (Epist. 67), though we do not know whether his efforts 
were repaid. He was dissatisfied with the money he earned from 


his profession and in a letter to Basileios Glykys, dated between 


1315 and 1319, he confided that he was contemplating giving up 
teaching, but the Emperor obliged him to change his plans 


(Epist. 93,5). It seems that his financial problems were never- . 


ending. 

For Hyrtakenos, a salary from the imperial treasury would 
have meant power and social distinction. It would also have en- 
hanced his position among the circle of literati, among whom 
distrust, envy and fierce competition were ever present. We will 
never fully know his actual living conditions, but from the few 
inferences scattered in his correspondence we can postulate that 
he did not live, as he professed, on the fringes of poverty. He 
maintained (at least for a period) a horse (Epist. 2; 6-7; 9-10; 28- 
30; 92) and was in possession ofa library that included the works 
of church fathers and certainly some classical authors whom he 
taught in his school (Epist. 30). The kind of gifts he was inter- 
ested in receiving from his friends were quite expensive, like the 
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special silk garment he expected to receive from Trebizond 
(Epist. 78,35). 

He certainly did not identify with the working class and the 
uneducated (Epist. 22). His assertion that he envied the labou- 
yers who earned more than he did cannot be taken seriously, for 
this was a traditional cliché.” On the contrary his mentality was 
rather aristocratic and in tune with the intellectual trends of his 
time. He criticized a letter he received from an Akarnanian be- 
cause it was written in somewhat plain language and not up to 
the standards he maintained as an intellectual living in Constan- 
tinople, the world’s cultural capital (Epist. 50). He thought the 
reason he had not received a letter for some time from Loukites 
was due to the latter’s living among non-Greeks in Trebizond 
(Epist. 78,13). Nor does he make any reference to the economic 
crisis and internal strife that marked the reign of Andronikos Il. 
And when he mentions a contemporary event (preparation of 
an expedition against the Turks in Asia Minor), he goes back to 
the time when the Greeks fought against Xerxes (Epist. 54-55). 
His personal affairs are also described in antique forms, from 
which he derived his ideas and inspiration. 

Hyrtakenos became part of the Constantinopolitan intelli- 
gentsia thanks to his classical training. If his fortunes did not 


21. Karpozilos, “The Correspondence of Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 293. 

22, For this topos characteristic is the “Dramation” of Michael Hap- 
lucheir in P.L.M. Leone, “Michaelis Hapluchiris versus cum excerptis”, 
Byz 39 (1969) 251-283. Hunger, Die hohchsprachliche profane Literatur der 
Byzantiner, I, 69-70. 
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improve as he had dreamed they would as a young man, this was 
because he never advanced beyond the position of teacher. His 
professed poverty was probably linked to his humble origins, 
about which we practically know nothing, The goal of an impe- i 
cunious scholar was to obtain an appointment in the State ap- : 
paratus or Church hierarchy. If he failed to receive a post he had 
to depend on the generosity of a patron, which was an exception 


spondents. He valued hard work and simplicity. He had only 
words of praise for Alexios Apokaukos, a former student of ob- 
scure background, because he studied hard and had no time for 
the theaters and the hippodrome (Epist. 69). A bad example was 
Metochites’ son, a privileged aristocrat who enjoyed riding 
horses, music and theatrical spectacles (Epist. 19), If there is an 
element of social criticism in his correspondence, it is directed 
towards the rich and the unjust way they treated him (Epist. 8, 
66, 77, 81). Those whom he took under his protection and on 
whose behalf he intervened did not belong to the privileged 
class, like the medical doctor Baragkatos, a refugee in the Capital 

, (Epist. 21), or Panaretos, a sick priest who on his deathbed re- 
quested Hyrtakenos’ assistance in receiving a visit by the Patri- 
arch’s secretary (Epist. 23). To maintain appearances, he suggested 
that Metochites purchase from his poor friend Choniates an Ar- 
istotle manuscript which he had borrowed and kept for a long 
time (Epist. 11). 

Hyrtakenos believed that as a teacher he had been treated 
unjustly and unfairly by the rich and the administration. He 
wrote letters of protest and at the end of his career he decided 
to publish them, perhaps to expose the injustice done to him but 
also because he thought they were worth reading for their lit- 
erary merit. In any case, his letters are placed next to Alexios 
Makrembolites’ “Dialogue between the Rich and the Poor”® with 
the only difference that philologists or historians have system- 


in time of crisis. 

The social status of the intelligentsia in the fourteenth cen- 
tury has been told and needs no repeating here,” and the dis- 
cussion of this subject has not produce any evidence for the 
existence of an intellectual proletariat. To be sure, Hyrtakenos 
and Manuel Philes begged the rich for money and gifts, but the 
act of asking the aristocracy for a favour does not necessarily 
make them members of the proletariat.“ Hyrtakenos’ ties with 
officialdom were limited to old acquaintances from his school. 
When he went unescorted to visit loannes Glykys at his patriar- 
chal residence he knew no one at the gate and as a result he was 
sent away twice disappointed (Epist. 3-4). There is no evidence 
that there existed any solidarity among his network of corre- 


23. Cf. Sevéenko, “Society and Intellectual Life in the Fourteenth Cen- 
tury”, 69-92. See also the review article of A. Kazhdan in the Greek Ortho- 
dox Theological Review 27 (1982) 83-97. 

24. Cf. I. Rosenthal - Kamarinea, “Beobachtungen zur Stellung des 
Dichters in der byzantinischen Gesellschaft des XIV Jahrhunderts an- 
hand der Schriften des Manuel Philes”, Actes du XIVe Congrés International 
des Etudes Byzantines, Il, Bucharest 1975, 251-258. 


25. Cf. 1. Sevéenko, “Alexios Makrembolites and his Dialogue between 
the Rich and the Poor”, ZRVI 6 (1960) 187-228. 
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atically overlooked the writings and thoughts of the impover- 


ished scholar from Hyrtake. 
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THE MANUSCRIPT 


Parisinus gr. 1209 (=P) 


Fourteenth century. Codex on vellum of 164 pages numbered in 
Arabic numerals by a modern hand. There are also eight addi- 
tional leaves (f. IV = A, f. V = B). Leaves measure 19.8 X 14 cm. 
Single column of 28-30 (rarely 27) lines.” 

Six intact quaternions (pp. 1-16, 45-60, 61-76, 77-92, 107-122, 
123-138). From four quaternions there is one folio missing at the 
beginning of the pagination (pp. 17-30, 31-44, 93-106 in all three 
cases with loss of text and 139-152 without any loss). There is 
also one quaternion from which two folia are missing (pp. 153- 
164 with loss of text). Lost are a page between pages 152 and 153 
and also the last one, after p. 164. Significantly, the last letter of 
the collection is transmitted incomplete; one or more leaves may 
have been lost. 

At places the condition of the parchment is marred by holes 


26. CE. H. Omont, Inventaire sommaire des manuscrits grecs de la Biblio- 
theque Nationale, 1, Paris 1886, 266. 
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and incisions. Accordingly between p. 28 and 29 only a smail por- | e 
tion of the torn out page remains still intact: one can read a few : : 
letters. Also between p. 30 and 31 a small piece of the torn out - 
page survives. Between p. 104 and 105 there is a whole page 
missing. Missing are also two folia: the first, between p. 152 and 
153 and the second after p. 164. Ff. IV (=A) and V (=B) are binding 
leaves taken from a manuscript which contained hymns to the 
honour of the Theotokos (?); f. IV: inc.: éep%twv trepxocutwy 
ddduv Sel. 6 votic 6 Gelag 7H) dvOowniven; expl.: ulav mdotaaty dovs 

yewitog Xprotoy; FIV": inc.: Atyyous Unéxudac 6 &OALo¢ xaut ev 
oxotet xaxtac; expl.: vomous owrnorwders xatadvmey; V f.: inc.: 
[pyjoon viv thy xapdiav pou, 6 abtdc. tepwtdrys, moopyta, 6tCne 
BBacornoas; exp: ayvh xatawtews; f. V": inc.:] véuo¢ oxémy cov 
wove; Expl.: Arocxotic Oetanc... 

Contents: 1) pp. 1-36: Osoduwpou edtehode tod “Yotoxnvot 
Novos yxwusaotixds eig thy Emi yg ToAttetay THs UmepevAo- 
ynuevas OeoTrolvng nudiy dermaplévoy xk Seotdxov tHe “Axo- 
tapoyAtou (ed. J.F. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, Ill, Paris 1831, 
1-58; 

2) pp. 36-44: "Exwoaors sig tov mapddercoy tig cy lag “Avns 
THs UNteds THS Oeotdxov (ed. Boissonade, ibid., III, 59-70); 

3) pp. 45-77: "Evyxwutactexds etc tov dv cylorg matépo Aue 
*Avivay tov Gouuoctoupyov ( Boissonade, ibid. II, 409-453); 

4) pp.77-81: Ilpag tov attoxpdtopa (xpocowvna in marg.) 
(Boissonade, ibid., 1, 248-253); 

5) pp. 81-90: Tod abtod povepdiea eri 6) Saver tot dordiwnou 
PocarAges xugod MeyanA Tohotoddyou tot véou (Boissonade, ibid, 
I, 254-268); 
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6) pp. 90-97: cou abtov uovpdia, xi TH) Bavatw tg dordtnou 
oni puocxcarpiors deonoivng xup% Etovvag (Boissonade, ibid., 1, 269- 
281); -- 

7) pp. 97-104: Tod abtod povmdia emi tH TeptToOnty cup. 
mevepw tod xpatiotou xa aytou abtoxpdrtopes judy xugod 
*Aydoovixoy 700 Tladotordyou xupts Nuxnpdow Xoduvy t@ ert tod 
xavinaretou (Boissonade, ibid., 1, 282-292); 

8) pp. 105-164: Ozodwpou tod ‘Yotaxnvol ématoAal (the 
ninety three letters of the present edition). Significantly the last 
letter of the collection is transmitted incomplete: Epist. 93 [287]; 
one or more leaves may have been lost. The last written folio of 
the codex (pp. 163-164) is damaged. At places the condition of 
the parchment is marred by holes and incisions. 

Inks: Dark brown for text; vermilion for titles, initial letters 
and for the greater part of the marginal notes. Also for initial 
letters beginning new paragraphs. Ligatures and abbreviations 
are frequent. In the margins of the manuscript, there is a num- 
ber of notes in Greek (totopta, Gaupaotéov, mpalov, maporuter, 
onustwon etc). 

Binding: Red brown leather with the title on the back in gold: 
THEOD. XYRTAC (sic). On f. I, table of contents in Latin: codex 
membranaceus saec. 14 scriptus, fine mutilus, quo continentur 
varia Theodori Hyrtaceni opera, videlicet: 

oratio de laudibus S. Virginis Pag,1. 

description horti quem possessit s* Anna, s“° Virginis mater 
Pag. 36. 

oratio in Aninam Thaumaturgum Pag. 45, 

oratio ad imperatorem nuncupatoria Pag. 77. 
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monodia in mortem regis Michaelis Palaeologi Pag.81. 
monodia in mortem Irenae Reginae Pag. 90. 
Monodia in mortem consoceri Andronici imperatoris Pag. 97. 


Pag. 105 sequuntur complures Theodori ad diversos episto-: | 
lae. floruit 14. saec. imperante Andronico Palaeologo seniore,:. 


nondum edita hujusce auctoris scripta, quae tamen ad illud- 
strandam saeculi 14. historiam plurimum conferre possunt. con- 
stat pag. 164. On f. IV and on p. 164 there is a stamp stating 
BIBLIOTHECAE REGIAE, 

Written throughout by the same hand, the manuscript seems 
to date not long after the lifetime of Hyrtakenos. One could even 
suggest that it may have been a presentation copy of his to a 
high dignitary. More recently it has been suggested that the 
codex could be an autograph of Hyrtakenos because there are a 
number of marginal notes which elucidate the text to an extent 
and that only he could have made.”’ But was Hyrtakenos himself 
the author of the glosses or someone else from his own circle? 
Autograph manuscripts are rather the exception in letter col- 
lections and those that survive are normally dated during the 
Palaeologan period. In general it cannot be easily resolved which 
stage of composition a manuscript represents - whether it is a 
transcript or an authorized version or in the strict sense of the 
word whether it transmits an adtoypagos ypaor.” Be that as it 


27, P, Caballero Sanchez, “Le manuscrit Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale 
de France, Gr, 1209,” 33-47. 

28. D. Reinsch, “Bemerkungen zu byzantinischen Autoren Hand- 
schriften”, Griechische Kodikologie und Textiiberlieferung, ed. D. Harlfinger, 
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may, in the case of the Parisinus gr. 1209 an apostrophe’ along the 
margins marks systematically the excerpts/quotations made 
from ancient authors, whereas a series of abbreviated notes 
point out the mythological references, the stories and the vari- 
ous pithy sayings and maxims with which Hyrtakenos had em- 
belished his writings: totopta (pp. 39, 40, 42, 85, 86, 88, 89, 94, 95, 
96, 105, 106, 114, 116, 132, 140, 160), -yveny (pp. 99, 102, 135, 151), 
Gaupstotov (pp. 50, 67,71), wpdtoy (p, 43), naporuta (pp. 32, 36, 84, 
43, 106, 108, 115, 118, 120, 126, 152, 156, 159), edy7 (pp. 50, 161). 
Spelling errors, erased words and revisions occur seldom. There 
are only four emendations noted in the entire text of the Parisi- 
nus gr. 1209 and they have been executed by the original scribe. 
In all four cases the word which was to be replaced is indicated 
in the margin with the note ypde and these revisions seem to 
xa 
OUYXUOLATUV: YP. CUVEVTNLATON (p. 36); tot7’ joav onaBéivtec: 
yp. tpupiavres (p. 52); teaver prev yeep yiis preBec: yo. oyeCet (p. 
57); ious txcver Guoltov: yp. tetpet (p. 129) in Epist. 37, 30 in ac- 
cordance to the Homeric text &AAd oe yiipac tetpet Guotioy, Il. 4, 
314. 

Another matter worth mentioning is the inclusion in the col- 
lection of a first draft of a letter which Hyrtakenos had planned 
to send to the Emperor (Epist. 92) and its final version after he 


Darmstadt 1980, 629-644. D. Harlfinger, “Autographa aus der Palaiolo- 
genzeit”, Geschichte und Kultur der Palaiologenzeit, ed, W. Seibt, Vienna 
1996, 43-50. 
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had expanded and improved it stylistically (Epist. 2). There is 
no doubt of course that both were written by him. One cannot 
be sure if the draft found its way in the collection as a stray item 


or if it was selected by the author himself who was also respon- _ 
sible for the selection and the arrangement of his writings in the | 
codex. On the other hand, the author or for that matter the | 


scribe has failed to number Epist. nr. 41 and in another case he 


has mistakenly attributed Epist. 76 to the Emperor. But these are | 
minor faults which suggest that the text which transmits the 7 
correspondence had undergone little in the way of editing or re- | 
vision. But in the final analysis, who else could have considered _ 


the work of Hyrtakenos so important as to preserve it in a rela- 


tively expensive codex made of parchment if not the writer him-: = 


self or someone from his circle? 


The contents of the manuscript fall into two main sections: | 
The first (pp. 1-104), includes the orations, the second his letters: | 
(pp. 105-164). The arrangement of the orations must have been: | 
made on the basis of their content: the purely religious texts are__ 
presented first (pp. 1-77), followed by a prosphonema to the Em- | 


29. The letter collection of Matthaios of Ephesos, preserved in Codex 


Vindobonensis Theol, Gr. 174, transmits also two identical letters, one rep- | 
resenting a first draft (Epist. 66) and the other the final version (Epist... | 


16). In their case, they are considered of course autographa of Matthaios 
of Ephesos; cf. D. Reinsch, Die Briefe des Matthaios von Ephesos, Berlin 1974, 
29; “Griechische Kodikologie und Textiiberlieferung”, 637-638. 

30. Cf. F. Tinnefeld, “Zur Entstehung von Briefsammlungen in der Pa- 
laiologenzeit”, 373. 
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_ peror and a series of monodies (pp. 77-104). Thereafter, follow 


the collection of the ninety-three letters. 


The edition of Francois Jean Gabriel de La Porte du Theil (1 742-1815) 


FJ.G. La Porte du Theil, a curator of the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
made little effort to edit his transcription. As a result, the edition 
of Theodoros Hyrtakenos’ correspondence contains several er- 
rors and omissions. But what renders his edition to be virtually 
worthless is a great number of typographical mistakes both in 
spelling and accentuation. 

We have no details concerning the history of the codex, its 
provenance, previous owners or the circumstances under which 
it passed into the manuscript collection of the Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale. 


PROSOPOGRAPHY 


Akropolites 
(Epist. 46) 





It concerns Konstantinos Akropolites (PLP 520), the son of Geor- 
gios Akropolites, to whom Hyrtakenos refers in his letter as if 
he had known him quite well (1. 3ff). The addressee had a bril- 
liant career first as logothetes tou genikou (1282-ca. 1294) and then 
as megas logothetes (1305/06- 1321). About the chronology of the 
letter there is no indication at all. It seems that the two men had 
been close friends in their youth, but after the death of Georgios 
Akropolites (1282) they had drifted apart. 


Cf, D.M. Nicol, “Constantine Akropolites: A Prosopographical 
Note”, DOP 19 (1965) 249-256. 
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Alexios Apokaukos 
(Epist. 69) 


The letter does not contain any specific information concerning | | 
Apokaukos life and career (PLP 1180), beyond the fact that he | 


had been a good student of Hyrtakenos, endowed with a good 


memory as to be able to recite Homer by heart. There is, how- 5 
ever, an interesting detail which is worth mentioning, although: | 


it is clothed in obscure language. As a youth, Hyrtakenos recalls, 


Apokaukos did not spend his free time in reveling, but he pre- | 


ferred the attendance of religious ceremonies. He also did not 


visit the imperial court, but he would go there to be only intro- | 


duced to the Emperors (69, 27-31). This last detail, perhaps, is 
significant, because it leads us to suppose that Alexios Apo- 


kaukos social status allowed him to have access to the palace. | 
Yet both loannes Kantakouzenos (Hist., I. 4, p. 25; 1. 23, p. 116 | 


dvdpe yévous pev deparvouig dvr) and Nikephoros Gregoras (Histo- 
ria, VII. 4, p. 301: ovTOS weV UY OU Taw TOY EDYEVOV Ay) consid- 
ered his family background obscure and unimportant.» The 
letter must have been written about the time that Apokaukos 
was raised to the rank of parakoimomenos (June 1321) by An- 
dronikos II. It is a congratulatory letter which Hyrtakenos sent 
in the hope of securing the good will of his former student. 


31. B. Georgiadou, «Kai nmoodotns aang xadratapevoc: Lyerixc Be 
chy xowwvinh mpodheuog xa annynon tot Meyédov Aouxdc ’AXettou 
"Arcoxcndxou (1281/2-1~345)», I’ Haveddyno ‘Totopexo Duvédoro (Mdioc 
1989), Oeccarovinn 1989, 75-85. 
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[{Andronikos II Palaiologos] 
T6 Baorret 
(Epist. 1-2, 32-34, 53, 58-59, 64, 75, 83-84, 88-89, 22) 


the fifteen letters addressed to the Emperor bear in the super- 
scription the designation t@ BaotAei and only in one case 7) 
xparatds avin Baorhe (Epist. 53). It should be noted that Epist. 
76 was sent to an imperial official and not the Emperor. The des- 
ignation in the superscription 1) BaotAet is obviously a scribal 
error. In most of his letters Hyrtakenos described his financial 
plight, the denial of his students to pay their tuition, his desper- 
ate attempts to secure a government grant, sending petitions 
for help to the Emperor, the megas logothetes and to former stu- 
dents some of whom were high ranking officials. We presume 
that all fifteen letters were addressed to Andronikos II. Because 
content and style do not permit any differentiation. Half are 
somewhat lengthy (Epist. 1-2, 32-34, 53, 88, 92), the other half 
amount to short notices (Epist. 58-59, 64, 75 83-84, 89). Several 
bear the exact same prosphonema - toAu-notic d&vaneow 6 dotiAog 
TH) Seoatepet xpatet Tic cytas Basthetas sou, deyte déaTeotd, 1.0U ~ 
yet it is difficult to assign them a chronology. Epist. 34 mentions 
next to the Emperor a joint Emperor (Cwy¢ uév ot, Boorhed, 
oven 6& BaotAetc), whom we conclude to be Michael IX, who 
ruled with his father until his death in 1320. Another three short 
letters (Epist. 75, 83, 88) accompanied a gift of the fruit pome- 
granate which Hyrtakenos sent to the palace when Andronikos 
lil married Eirene von Braunschweig (23 October 1317) wishing 
them soon to have a male heir to the throne (ca. 1318). There is 
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also another letter addressed to the Emperor (Epist. 92) which 
is in effect a copy of Epist. 1. This copy can signify one of two 
things: that Hyrtakenos sent it to Andronikos III changing only 
slightly the text or that the letter has been simply misplaced in 
the collection. The presence of two slightly variant texts sug- 
gests a stylistic revision which some of the letters of the collec- 
tion underwent before they were published. 


Andronikos Palaiologos 
(Epist. 15) 


The addressee in the title is designated as cousin of the emperor. 
It has been proposed that implied is Andronikos Komnenos 


Branas Doukas Angelos Palaiologos, the son of the sebastokrator 
Konstantinos (PLP 21439) and nephew of the Emperor Michael. _ 


VIII Palaiologos, a cousin of the Emperor Andronikos 11.” If this 
identification is correct, then Epist 15 is one of the earliest in 
the collection because the recipient died sometime after 1310. 


In his letter, however, Hyrtakenos wishes that he could have | 
wings to fly over mountains and sees and come to Albania tobe | 
near the addressee. After such niceties he concludes his letter 
reminding him to send him a horse as he had promised him - | 
for that matter an Albanian horse. In view of these details, itis | 
logical to assume that the recipient was the cousin of the Em- I 


32. G. Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, 228-229. 
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peror Andronikos Il, governor of Belgrade (Berat) in Albania 
during 1327-1328, Palaiologos Andronikos Angelos Komnenos 
Doukas (PLP 21435). Hyrtakenos’ letter must have been written 
in 1328, that is during the reign of Andronikos Il! because the 
addressee is called in the inscription cousin of the Emperor 
being implied the younger Andronikos Palaiologos. 


Cf, A. Th. Papadopulos, Versuch einer Genealogie der Palaiologen 
(1259-1453), Munich 1938, 31. 


Bardales 
(Epist. 29-30) 


An identification of the recipient, a former student of Hyr- 
takenos, is not possible (PLP 2177). He was in the service of a 
highly placed official and was asked by Hyrtakenos to intervene 
on his behalf - to help him feed his starving horse, a theme em- 
ployed in Epist. 29-30 and elsewhere. Perhaps he could be iden- 
tified with one of the two Bardales’ brothers, Ioannes, an 
apographeus, owner of manuscripts and correspondent of Pla- 
nudes (PLP 2182) or Leon, a protasekretis (PLP 2183), who were 
certainly contemporaries with Hyrtakenos and maintained close 
ties with well known personalities of the period in their capacity 
as government officials and men of letters. According to 1. 
sevéenko, “Léon Bardales et les juges géneraux”, Byz 19 (1949) 
247-259, esp, 255, n. 5, Leon Bardales was the recipient of Hyr- 
takenos’ letters. 
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Basileios Glykys 
(Epist. 67, 87, 93) 


Only Epist. 87 specifically mentions the full name of the recipi- 
ent in the superscription. The other two are simply addressed 
to «the son of the Patriarch Ioannes Glykys”. But there is little 
doubt that these were as well addressed to him. Basileios had 
been a student of Hyrtakenos, and this is mentioned at some 


length in all three. In fact it was this teacher - student relation- 
ship that Hyrtakenos tried to exploit. In Epist. 67 he asked him: | 


to help him to become holder of one of the many small monas- 
teries in the region of Kyzikos, a request that he had already sub- 


mitted to his father, the Patriarch loannes Glykys, but had not. | 
yet received an answer, Glykys’s efforts to help his teacher : 
proved fruitless (we assume in connection with his desire to re- | 
ceive a monastery as charistikion) and on this occasion was writ- | 
ten Epist. 87 in which Hyrtakenos asked him again for his help. | 
At another time he asked Glykys to secure him with the help of | 
the Patriarch an imperial siteresion in return for his teaching: | 
(Epist. 93). It seems that during this period Hyrtakenos had 


planned to give up his profession in order to enter the monastic 
life, but the Emperor had ordered him to continue to educate 


the youth. As to the actual dating of the letters there is little ev- 


idence beyond the fact that all three were written during the 


patriarchate of loannes Glykys (1315-1319). It is quite significant | 


that the last letter of the collection (Epist. 93) dates from this 


period. But as we have pointed out the letters of Hyrtakenos —_ 


have not been arranged in strict chronological order. 
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s, Kourouses, «‘O Adytos Oixounenxde Totproipyng Led-was IT” 
§ Tauxtc», EEBY 41 (1974) 347-353. 


Doukaites 
(Epist. 12) 


The identification of this person remains unclear. By this name 
we know a correspondent of the Patriarch Gregorios Kyprios 
(PLP 5668), a companion of Theodoros Metochites during an em- 
bassy to the Serbian court in 1298 (PLP 5669) and the addressee 
to whom Hyrtakenos introduced a certain priest in need of sup- 
port (PLP 5670). 


Cf. D, Polemis, The Doukai: A Contribution to Byzantine Prosopogra- 
phy, London 1968, 205. 


Galesiotes 
(Epist. 52) 


The addressee must be identified with Georgios Galesiotes (PLP 
3258), the protekdikos (ca. 1310-1334) and sakelliou (13347-1357) 
tes Megales Ekklesias, a correspondent of Manuel Gabalas, Geor- 
gios Oinaiotes and Theodoros Xanthopoulos, author of several 
works and a protégé of Georgios Kyprios. Hyrtakenos called him 
most wise and obviously valued his literary judgment. About the 
poetic work he had sent him earlier requesting his opinion and 
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suggestions we have no information at all. But perhaps it is the 
same work as the one he sent to Konstantinos Loukites ~ an en- 
komion to a philosopher composed in two hundred and fifty 
verses (Epist. 37,31-32). The date of composition of the letter 
cannot be established - perhaps it was written sometime after 


1310. 


S. Kourouses, «H mown nrwxtoc nod } moupros otadrodpouter tol 
Towtexdixou xett alta oaxeANou tis Meyedng Exxdnotas Tewpytov 
Tednovtou (1278/80-1375;)», A@nva 75 (1974-1975) 335-374, esp. 
ais 


loannes Glykys 
(Epist. 3-4) 


The recipient is the Patriarch Ioannes XIII Glykys (PLP 4271), 
whom Hyrtakenos twice tried to visit in the patriarchal resi- 
dence but without success, as he recounts in Epist. 3. The front 
entrance was closed and he could not go up the stairs of the 
building. He came back two weeks later to visit him but he was 
denied the entrance. The second letter was evidently sent in 
view of his failure to secure an audience and in order to under- 
line his wish to communicate with the Patriarch if not in person 
at least in writing, Both letters date from the period of Glykys’ 
patriarchate (1315-1319). 
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s. Kourouses, «O Adytos Olxoupevxds Tlorspsctoyns "Tesowng LT” 
§& Tunis», 297-405. 


loannes Kantakouzenos 
(Epist. 54-55) 


The two letters were written in the eve of a military campaign 
against the Turks in Asia Minor headed by the megas domestikos 
Joanmes Kantakouzenos (PLP 10973). Hyrtakenos took the oppor- 
tunity to send in writing his best wishes for a victorious expedi- 
tion. In his second letter he repeats the same theme as in the 
first - the grand domestic will put the enemy to flight - but in 
greater length and in a more laudatory tone. The two letters do 
not disclose any significant details about this campaign which 
is not recorded in any other contemporary source. In view of 
the silence of the sources (including the history of loannes Kan- 
takouzenos) it is more likely that the expedition never took 
place or if it was launched it had ended in a disaster. Actually 
Hyrtakenos wrote about the great victories he expected to hear 
when the armies will cross the Hellespont and the need to have 
asecond Homer to record them - he did not mention any victo- 
rious events. The title of the grand domestic, which appears not 
only in the superscription of the two letters, but also in their 
text, was awarded to Kantakouzenos during the civil war of the 
two Andronikoi, that is around 1325, which is a terminus post 
quem for the chronology of the two letters, 

D.M. Nicol, The Reluctant Emperor, Cambridge 1966, 23-24, con- 
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nected the two letters with a military expedition against the Os- 
manlis in Bithynia in 1325, which Ioannes Kantakouzenos led in 


his capacity as grand domestic. In an earlier article D.M. Nicol, | 


“The Byzantine Family of Kantakouzenos”, DOP 27 (1973) 40 had 
proposed that the actual draft of the two letters took place be- 
tween the years 1325-1327, that is during the brief joint reign of 
Andronikos II and Andronikos III or even later in 1329 when Kan- 
takouzenos fought against the Turks at the battle of Pelekanos, 
In both letters Hyrtakenos mentions the BatAets to whom Kan- 
takouzenos was expected to hand over his victories, but his ref- 
erence alone does not help us to establish a date: dobAny thy 


Tlepoida. napaotisety tots BactAstion (Epist. 54, 23); Cuy@ Sovdetag - 


dmofevy vivre tots BactAstory (Epist. 55, 37). 


Konstantinos Loukites 
(Epist. 37, 40-41, 56, 73, 78, 85) 


The seven letters addressed to Konstantinos Loukites (PLP 15153) 
in Trebizond occupy a rather special place in this collection. 
Loukites, a Macedonian by origin may have left the Queen of 
Cities to settle in the Greek Empire of the Pontus at the very be- 
ginning of the fourteenth century, possibly in 1301.° The year 


33. From a letter of Gregorios Chioniades to Konstantinos Loukites 
written in or shortly after September 1301 it is concluded that 
Loukites had accompanied Alexios II of Trebizond in a campaign against 
the Turks in the region of Kerasous. I.B. Papadopoulos, «Pony does 6 
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of his settlement there is significant, because it provides us with 
one of the earliest chronological indication regarding Hyrta- 
kenos’ school. At any rate, Loukites must have began his career 
there first as protonotarios then advancing to the office of pro- 
tovestiarios (1330-1336), His involvement in the political and cul- 
tural life of Trebizond is attested by other contemporary sources 
that relate more directly to the history of the Greek State of Pon- 
tus. Hyrtakenos’ letters however do not contain any tangible 
avents that would allow us to place them within a given period. 
His first letter to him may be Epist. 41 because he complaints 
that he had not seen him and not corresponded with him for a 
very long time. 

Yet, Loukites seem to have maintained his contacts in Con- 
stantinople, especially with his family and relatives. He had en- 
trusted his messages and the management of his business to a 
certain Paul (PLP 22085), who, as far as we can tell from Hyr- 
takenos’ correspondence, he served as his emissary on at least 
two occasions (Epist. 37,9 and 56,41). On both occasions Paul 
made the trip from Trebizond to Constantinople and back by 
sea, which was the normal way to make the journey. The ship- 
wreck of a cargo ship departing from Trebizond and the drown- 
ing of Anemas who was bringing gifts for Hyrtakenos from 
Loukites is mentioned in Epist. 40 and in its follow up Epist. 37. 
At any rate, about Paul’s first trip to the Capital we have no de- 


Xroviddnng xout at Exratoderl abtod,» “Emoryuouxn Enerqpts tig Otdo- 
oopixic Syodije tot Hovertotnutou Oeaoahovixne 1 (1927) 176-177, 196- 
197. D, Pingree, “Gregory Chioniades”, DOP 18 (1964) 141-143. 


46 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS 


tails at all. But on his way back, he carried Epist. 37 in which Hyr: 
takenos asked Loukites to send him a black coat with a fox-fur 
lining together with a black silk robe (Epist. 37.23-24). As an an- 
tidoron Hyrtakenos sent him a poetic work dedicated to a 
philosopher (a contemporary of his?) which he composed in two 
hundred fifty verses. This opuscule, however, does not seem to 
have survived. At another of his trips, Paul brought from Lou: 
kites to Hyrtakenos twelve nomismata of gold. On this trip, Paul 
had been commissioned to buy for Loukites certain items that 
were probably not easily obtainable in the markets of Trebizond, 
Loukites first and foremost wanted to buy a copy of Homer’s 
Odyssey and expected that Hyrtakenos would assist Paul in find- 


ing a good copy. He wanted also to buy incense, musk and fish. | 
roe (Epist. 56,49-53).** But from Hyrtakenos’ reply we learn that 


there was barely enough time for finding in Constantinople a 
copy of the Odyssey, because Paul had to sail back soon. As for 
incense, Hyrtakenos found only one liter and no musk at all. Fish 
roe, likewise could not be found in Constantinople, because mul- 
lets (xépo:Aot) were not fished that particular season. Was it just 
an accident that such goods as incense, musk and fish roe were 
not available at all or their scarcity reflects the over all economic 
situation of the Capital at this particular time? 


34. When the sea was stormy in Trebizond and fish could not be 
caught, at Loukites’ time fish roe was brought from the land of the Chaz- 
ars; cf, A. Papadopoulos - Kerameus, Fontes Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini, 
St. Petersburg 1897, 133, 7-9: tic badarrrg dy ptounevyg, iy Gis pay obx hy 
eupely bahartious, may 82 yévos topryeutény éx XoCdouy Hypevwy mapyy. 
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Be that as it may, in Epist. 73 Hyrtakenos praises the writing 
style of his former student and his professional success in Tre- 
bizond - this might be in fact one of the earliest letters of Hyr- 
takenos to Loukites. Then follows a period of silence anda letter 
of complaints that he has been forgotten (Epist. 78), reminding 
his former student of his debt to him as a teacher and bringing 
up.as an example Alexander of Macedon and his dedication to 
his teacher. At the end he asked him to send hima dress as a gift, 
a kamcha called in Persian. The last letter in this group is Epist. 
85 in which he acknowledged the arrival of a letter which re- 
vived his spirits at a time he had felt dejected. The seven letters 
cannot be dated with any certainty, but they may have been 
written around 1318 or even earlier, 


G. Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, 224-226 


Manuel 
(Epist. 79) 


An identification of the recipient (PLP 16734), a judge (xprtrjc) is 
not possible. Hyrtakenos was obviously involved in a lawsuit and 
asked the judge to resolve the case in the best possible way, 
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[Nikephoros Choumnos] 
(Epist. 5-7, 28, 77, 86, 91) 


All seven letters are addressed tq kavixAetov, but there is no 
doubt at all that implied is Nikephoros Choumnos, who was 
raised to the office of the «prefect of the scriptorium» around 
1295 and kept it to the end of his life in 1327 (PLP 30961). 

Epist. 5-7 were written a short while after the publication of 
Choumnos’ discourse «On the Soul» in which he attacked the 
teachings of Plato and Plotinus creating a considerable sensation 
in the intellectual circles of the Capital by the force of his argu- 
ments. The discourse, as it becomes clear from Epist. 5, was pre= 
sented for the first time by Choumnos before a scholarly 
audience in which Hyrtakenos was also present. His three letters 
to Choumnos supposedly reflect the comments and the discus- 
sions that ensued after the lecture. It was agreed that such a 
work should be copied and distributed so that it may be pre- 


served to posterity. Hyrtakenos grasped the opportunity to write 
him first in order to prove not only his interest in this philo- 


sophical treatise but also his loyalty to him. 

Epist. 6 presents a continuation of No. 5: Choumnos sent to 
Hyrtakenos his work to be copied. Yet he kept the manuscript 
longer than it was probably agreed thus prompting a complaint 
on the part of the author. Epist. 6 is a response to Choumnos’ 
complaint. His excuse for being overdue is not very convincing. 
Yet he was ready to return the manuscript and even asked 
Choumnos to send a trustworthy person to come and take it 
back, Epist. 7 deals essentially with the same subject as Epist. 6: 
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Hyrtakenos has read the discourse «On the Soul» by Choumnos 


. and is convinced of his superiority over Plato and Plotinus. How- 


ever, the dating of this work has not been yet established with 
any certainty. J. Verpeaux has suggested the period between 
1315-1319, supporting this chronology on the basis of Hyr- 
takenos’ correspondence, which he believes that it covers in its 


“totality the period of Glykys’ patriarchate. So he proposed for 


this work as well as for the other philosophical treatises of 


- Choumnos a general dating around the year 1315 without any 


proof. 
The second part of Epist. 6 is about a horse that was given to 


him by the Emperor and which he could no longer afford to feed. 
The situation of this starving horse has been described ina great 
number of letters and it has been developed into a topos by Hyr- 
takenos (cf. also Epist. 7, 28). Interestingly enough from Epist. 6- 
7 we learn that Hyrtakenos had access to the imperial court in 
his capacity as a teacher and the fact that the Emperor took a 
personal interest in him (Epist. 7,35ff) implies that he enjoyed 
some recognition. 

Yet the situation he describes in Epist. 77 is different. The 
cause of his hardships is that he does not receive any support 
from his students, although they were rich and could afford to 
give him a salary, He, therefore, proposes to Choumnos to secure 
for him imperial patronage. 

The last two letters (Epist. 86, 91) deal with two works that 
Hyrtakenos borrowed from Choummos of which only one canbe 
identified. The first was returned accompanied by Epist. 86, in 
which Hyrtakenos says that he shared the text of Choumnos 
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with others. The second concerns a discourse dedicated to 
Moses. Verpeaux identified this with an unedited work in which 
Choumnos mentions the splendor of the Revelation that God 
presented to Moses. This work has been dated also around 


1315, 


J. Verpeaux, Nicéphore.Choumnos. Homme d’ Etat et humaniste 
byzantin (ca 1250/1255-1327), Paris 1959, 55, 124. 


Nikephoros Metochites 
(Epist. 42, 44, 49, 71) 


Son of the grand logothete Theodoros Metochites and close as- 
sociate of Andronikos Hl Palaiologos (PLP 17986). In his youth he 
had been a student of Hyrtakenos and Epist. 19 addressed to his 
father perhaps concerns his progress at our author's school.** 
There are no chronological indications in these four letters 
which deal with various requests of Hyrtakenos: the granting of 
a cloak (Epist. 49), a shaped cap (Epist. 71), the mediation on his 
behalf for some favour (Epist. 44) and the like, Stressed in the 


35. Verpaux, Nicéphore Choumnos, 18, no. VIL, and 55. 

36. Nikephoros Metochites was taught also by Nikephoros Gregoras, 
Historia, I, 309,15-17: 2i8aoxov yd tév te vide. xod Av Epa abo Bu- 
yatépn, té tiv Gupabey xed Auetéowy BiBhlwy atveyportedy ol velo 
SracAeuxoiveny, 
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letters is also the philosophical training of the addressee, al- 
though there is nothing concrete mentioned pertaining to his 
interests or his intellectual activities. Epist. 71 bears in the su- 
perscription besides the name of the addressee the designation 
«to the son of the grand logothete”, which may imply a chronol- 
ogy posterior to his father’s nomination to office in 1321. 


Nikolaos 
(Epist. 27) 


The addressee is otherwise unknown (PLP 20391), He was about 
to take up the monastic habit and join a community of monks 
which had broken off from the body of the Church. Hyrtakenos 
calls this group atovoy.o1 and aifatpeto: and advised Nikolaos 
not to join it. There is no other evidence about the identity of 
this monastic community which is also described as a faction 
(xopu.0 1. 6). Perhaps Hyrtakenos referred to an Arsenite faction 
which was not pacified with the established Church at the time 
he wrote his letter. 


Opsikianos 
(Epist. 45) 


The recipient cannot be certainly identified (PLP 21209). Yet 
there are at least two individuals by this name who lived about 
this period - Demetrios (PLP 21212) and loannes Opsikianos (PLP 
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21213). The first is known to us from a series of letters addressed 
to him by Michael Gabras and seems to have occupied an impor- 
tant government position.” On the other hand, Joannes Op- 
sikianos was a correspondent of Georgios Oinaiotes and seems 
to have possessed a good library. Among its holdings there were 
included two works of the Patriarch Ioannes Glykys for which 
Oinaiotes showed a particular interest.?® 


Patrikiotes 
(Epist. 47) 


Hyrtakenos had asked the addressee for a supply of grain and 
he in return referred him to a certain Patzopoulos (PLP 22047). 
who in the meantime died. Patrikiotes may be identified with 
Theodoros Patrikiotes (PLP 22077), with whom Michael Gabras 
maintained regular correspondence. From Gabras letters we 
learn that Patrikiotes was a government official responsible for 
the collection of taxes (apographeus, &&1owtrj¢) in Constantinople 
in the period 1319/20-1342,* a fact to which also Hyrtakenos 
seems to allude in his letter (1. 9-10), and had some scholarly in: 
terests, especially for Plutarch. A certain Patrikiotes appears also 


37. Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, |, p. 39. 

38. E. Rein, Die Florentiner Briefsammlung, [Annales Academie Scien- 
tiarum Fennicae, Ser. B, XIV, 2], Helsinki 1915, p. 74. 

39. Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, I, p. 63. 
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as a patron of Manuel Philes.* It is possible that we are dealing 


with one and the same person, the tax official Patrikiotes, whose 
patronage and support had sought not only Philes and Gabras, 


but also Hyrtakenos. 


Pepagomenos 
(Epist. 48, 51) 


An earlier letter of Hyrtakenos to the addressee (PLP 22341), 
whom he knew as a youth, had caused a misunderstanding, on 
account of which Epist. 48 was written as an apology. The text 
makes it clear however that Hyrtakenos was considerably older 
than him. The second letter (epist. 51) - addressed to the same 
Pepagomenos(?) - was accompanied by a work of Hyrtakenos 
dedicated to the honour of the Theotokos, We assume that Hyr- 
takenos had sent his oration Adyos éyxtuprmotixds ete thy ext 
ying modutetay THs omepeudoy nevis deorrotyng utov dermapbévou 
xo Oeotdéxou THs “Axatayccy tou (Boissonade IH, 1-58). The ad- 
dressee cannot be identified with any certainty, for this is a 
rather common family name during this period (cf. PLP 22341). 
But it is worth mentioning that among the addressees of Michael 
Gabras figures the name of a certain Georgios Pepagomenos (PLP 
22357), who may be identified with the megas ekklesiarches Pe- 
pagomenos to whom Gabras had sent one of his works. Yet Hyr- 


40. E. Miller, Manuelis Philae Carmina, I, p. 189, 202-208, 210-213, 226, 
259, 331. 
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takenos’ addressee does not appear to have been an ecclesiastic, 
therefore this identification proposed in PLP 22341 seems rather 


unlikely. 


Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, I, pp. 41-42; P. Schreiner, *: 


“Fine griechische Grabinschrift aus dem Jahr 1186 in Corridonia. 
Mit einem Anhang iiber die Pepagomenoi”, JOB 20 (1971) 158, No. 


12. 


Phialites 
(Epist. 24, 25) 


His identity cannot be otherwise established. From Epist. 24 we 
conclude that he was employed as a secretary in the imperial 
court. Perhaps he had been a student of Hyrtakenos. On another 
occasion Phialites requested some unspecified work of Hyr- 
takenos which he revised it before he sent it (Epist. 25). Among 
the correspondents of Michael Gabras figures the name of acer- 
tain Theodoros Phialites who was interested in the works of Lu- 
cian (PLP 29715). Fatouros, “Die Briefe des Michael Gabras”, I, p. 


64, II, 273-275, 308, 641. 


Phokas 
(Epist. 10, 26, 60, 72) 


The addressee is otherwise unknown (PLP 30212). He was a stu- 





PROSOPOGRAPHY 55 





dent of Hyrtakenos who reminded him (Epist. 10) that he should 
sustain him in his old age like the storks sustain their parents - a 
reference to the old topos of antipelargosis. The addressee was ob- 
viously employed in the imperial chancellery because Hyrtakenos 
sent two writing-pens made of reed to be used by the Emperor for 
signing his decrees (Epist. 26). Perhaps he can be identified with 
Konstantinos Phokas (PLP 30233), a correspondent of Michael 
Gabras.”! The association of Hyrtakenos’ addressee with Konstan- 
tinos Phokas seems probable because both men were government 
officials employed in the imperial court (Epist. 26,1ff, 72,2-4; Cf. 
also Epist. 254, 257 of Gabras, ed. Fatouros, I, 51; II, 410-411, 4 13). 


Skleros 
(Epist. 23) 


The identity of the addressee cannot be established. From the 
superscription we learn that he was a ypaypatixds narpiapyikdc. 
Fatouros suggested that he may be identified with Ioannes 
Skleros (PLP 26113) to whom Michael Gabras addressed two let- 
ters dated about 1308. 


Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, I, p. 48; II, 62, 81. W. 
Seibt, Die Skleroi. Eine prosopographisch-sigillographische Studie, Vienna 
1976, 111. 


41. Cf. also S.I. Kourouses, Mowounpa Da Barite cite: Macbaitos M: ntpo- 


modtens "Epéaou (1271/2 -1355/60), Athens 1972, 35, n. 6, 
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Theodoros Metochites 
(Epist. 8-9, 11, 16-22, 35-36, 38-39, 57, 62, 65-66, 74, 81, 90) 


The letters addressed to Theodoros Metochites (PLP 17982) des- 
ignate him in the superscription either with his name and the title 
of megas logothetes, an office he held in the years 1321-1328, or sim- 
ply with his title only asin the case of Epist. 8, 35, 38, 57, 81, 90. In 
the latter case, the question arises whether these letters were ad- 
dressed to another grand logothete, for instance, Konstantinos 
Akropolites who was raised to this dignity in 1294 after the death 
of Theodoros Mouzalon and kept it until 1321. Yet, there is only 
one letter addressed to Konstantinos Akropolites (Epist. 46) and 
the impression one gets from its content is that the two men from 
early on they had drifted apart despite Hyrtakenos’ attempt to re- 
vive their friendship. It seems that behind the title of the grand 
logothete at the heading of this group of letters (Epist. 8, 35, 38, 
57, 81, 90) implied is Theodoros Metochites. The compiler of the 
collection - most likely Hyrtakenos himself ~ thought proper to 
address Metochites with his prestigious administrative title, even 


ifhis letters to him predated his advancement. Besides at the time | 


Hyrtakenos was preparing for publication his collection of writ- 
ings there was no other grand logothete besides Metochites. 


But were they all written after Metochites was named to his 


office in 1321? In fact, with his title he is mentioned only in Epist. 
16 and 21, an indication that the two letters were written for 
certain after 1321. Those, however, that Hyrtakenos wrote in 


42. Epist. 74 seems to date also after 1321 because Hyrtakenos re- 
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connection with the teaching of Metochites’ children date much 
earlier. These letters could be placed chronologically around 
4310 (Epist. 19, 35, 62, 74). For the rest of his correspondence 
there are no hints that would provide us with a relatively secure 
chronology. 

The main subject of the letters is, of course, Hyrtakenos’ per- 
petual poverty and his constant efforts to secure imperial pa- 
tronage because his pupils and their parents did not pay him for 
his services. (Epist. 8, 38, 39, 66, $1). Time and again he described 
his material privations - during a harvest he asked for grain be- 
cause his vessels were empty and the lack of bread had taken 

~ hold of him (Epist. 8, 36, 39). He often complained that those who 
had attained good fortune had overlooked him (Epist. 57). The 
fact that he worked for the rich but without getting any benefit 
frustrated him. He contemplated therefore to change his pro- 
fession, an idea that briefly is mentioned in Epist. 9, but which 
recurs also in subsequent letters. Whether the situation de- 
scribed in Epist. 16, according to which, he became a farmer 


minds Metochites that his predecessors in the office, Mouzalon and 
Choumnos, had secured an imperial siteresion to two other teachers 
Chalkomatopoulos and Hyaleas. 

43, The sons of the grand logothete, Nikephoros (PLP 17986) and 
Demetrios Metochites (PLP 17980), were adults in the 1320’s and in con- 
tact with Andronikos III when he was scheming against his grandfather. 
A third son, Michael (PLP 17985), had become a provincial governors in 
Melenikon by 1326 and his brother Demetrios likewise in Serres in 1328. 
Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 221- 
222, 
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until he faced bankruptcy, should be taken at face value we can: 
not be sure. The story dramatizes actually the same situation 
that is repeated invariably in most of his letters to powerful 
friends, In Epist 20 he asked the grand logothete to help him ob- 
tain a land holding in the region of Nymphaion. He was probably 
the owner of some land if we interpret correctly some of the in- 
ferences he makes in his correspondence ~ that at the time of 
harvest when everybody is busy reaping the fruits of his labour, 
his vessels are empty (Epist. 8-9, 36). But the help he begs for ig 
not as a farmer who faces famine, but as an impoverished 
teacher. 

Metochites as a fellow servant of Hermes, as he put it, should 
intervene on his behalf with the Emperor (Epist. 90). Yet, the 
grand logothete appears to have helped him on more than one 
occasion (Epist. 20, 36, 65). His petition, however, to be exempted _ 
from military service as he was drafted to serve under an unciv- 
ilized decurion is both curious and problematic (Epist. 22). If he 
was serious about his draft then he was not yet an old man des- 
titute and in need of support from students and friends alike as 
he describes himself in a number of his letters. 

Hyrtakenos’ intellectual pursuits and interests seldom come 
up in his correspondence, save only those instances in which he 
requests a specific work in order to read or copy it (cf. Epist. 5- 
7, 86, 91), Yet one is not sure whether it was out of interest or as 
a way to flatter and eventually gain the favour of the author. In 
the case of Metochites there is only one instance in which he 
asked for the sending of an unspecified work which he had heard 
and wanted to read (Epist. 18). Nevertheless we have no details 


iste 
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‘that would help us to establish the kind of relationship that ex- 
d between the two men. Whatever their relationship might 
have been, Metochites had also asked Hyrtakenos to-secure for 
‘nim a copy of a work of Aristotle that belonged to a certain Cho- 
niates (Epist. 11). In the very few letters of the collection that 
do not deal with the personal problems of Hyrtakenos belongs 
also Epist. 21. T he letter was sent to Metochites on behalf of a 
certain physician named Baragkatos, whose son-in-law had 
abandoned his wife because he had not received a dowry as it 
was promised to him. 


cy 


*Avdoi etryevel “Axccovernt Ovytopt xo copai 
(Epist. 50) 


Addressee unknown. Hyrtakenos complained that this Akarnan- 
ian “noble» sent him a simple and pedestrian message, written 
even by someone else’s hand, and that it was not befitting a 
scholar living in the Queen of Cities to receive such letters. 


T@ tod Bactdéws mowtoddaty 
(Epist. 14) 


Addressee unknown. His title suggests that he belonged to the 
clergy of the imperial palace. About his rank in the church hier- 
archy, as a Souéotexog tHv Uadtiv, see Pseudo-Kodinos, ed. 
Verpeaux, 143-152, 190,4, 308,22, 338, 356,19. K.M. Rhalle, «Ieot 
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tot aipatos tod npwrobdAtou», Upaxtixe: rie 7A xadnplae 
A@nvéiv 11 (1936) 66-69. J. Darrouzés, Rechereches sur les ‘Ogetre 


‘del’ église Byzantine, 298, n. 1, 539. 


T@ éxt tiv defoewy 
_ (€Epist, 31) 


Addressee unknown. Perhaps to be identified with Georgios 
Chatzikes (PLP 30724) who was raised to this office around the 
year 1321 and earlier had served as prokathemenos tou koitonos 


(1305-1310). The Patriarch loannes Glykys (1315-1319), who also 


occupied the same office but at an earlier time (1282-1295/6) 


does not come into question, Otherwise the letter would docu- | 


ment the relations of the two men before 1300. The addressee 


was asked to persuade Radenos (PLP 23984), a former student of | 


Hyrtakenos and at the time an official at the imperial court, to 
grant his teacher a garment. The addressee was obviously a col- 
league of Radenos at the court and probably of the same age, 


For the office of the epi ton deeseon, the official responsible 
for collecting the petitions addressed to the Emperor, see Pseudo 
- Kodinos, ed. J. Verpeaux, 162,9, 183, 24-27, 301,2. R. Guilland, 
“Le maitre des requétes”, Byz 35 (1965) 97-118, esp. 109-110, 
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TO peyddy dromyry 

(Epist. 43) 
The letter may have been addressed to Theodoros Kabasilas (PLP 
10090) who held this office from 1316 to at least until 1327. Hyr- 
takenos’ statement about his old age ~ an often repeated theme 


in his correspondence (cf. Epist. 67 to Basileios Glykys) - coin- 


cides with the period during which Theodoros Kabasilas held 
this post. A high government official with literary tastes, Theo- 
doros Kabasilas corresponded with Nikephoros Choumnos, 
Michael Gabras and Manuel Gabalas. 


S. Kourouses, «O uéyae Storxnre Oeddwpoc Kabeorrac xed 4 
is “Avdpoxov B’ (+ 1332) uovesdto: cedcod», EEBE 42 (1975-1976) 408- 
428, esp. 410. For the office of the megas dioiketes, see Pseudo - Kodi- 
nos, ed. J. Verpeaux, 138,36, 301,31, 306,6. Yet, his title in the later 
period was devoid of any functions, ibid., 185,15, although in the 
early Palaeologan period he served as a tax official. 


T@ mowtw tod dytov “Opoug 
(Epist. 13, 61) 


Probably to be identified with Isaak Protos of Mount Athos dur- 
ing the years 1316-1345 (PLP 8261). The two letters were writ- 





44, Cf.J. Darrouzés, “Liste des prétos de l’Athos”, Le millénaire du Mont 
Athos (963-1963), Etude et Mélanges, 1, Chevetogne 1963, 423-426. 
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ten on two different occasions and ina different spirit and style. 


In the first Hyrtakenos acknowledged with warmth and grati. 


tude the receipt of various gifts sent to him by the addressee. In 


the second he announced his intention becoming a monk in the. 


Holy Mountain. He would settle there if he would find a resting 
place, otherwise he will stay at home. A date cannot be postu 
lated for the two letters. 


T@ mpoxabnuévy tot Beotraptou 
(Epist. 63, 68, 70, 82) 


Hyrtakenos considered him as the only one who could convince 
the Emperor to put him in the payroll of the government as a 
teacher (Epist. 63) and at least on one occasion the addressee 
must have responded to his request (Epist. 68). The letters focus 
on Hyrtakenos’ financial plight and yet they do not contain any 
chronological indications except for the last which was written 


on new year’s day (Epist. 82). There is only one official that | 


comes into question - loannes Kanaboures, holder of this title 
around the year 1315 (PLP 10865). He was a correspondent of 


Michael Gabras (Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, 1, 49-50: | 


II, 73, 75, 107, 191) and probably a patron of Manuel Philes who 
dedicated to him a series of epigrams. 


For the office of the prokathemenos tou vestiariou, see Pseudo -. | 


Kodinos, ed. Verpeaux, 139,6, 165,1-4, 186,13-17. 
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Tos meoxaGnéve tol xortivos 
(Epist. 80) 


There are two officials that held this office during this period: 
Georgios Chatzikes (PLP 30724), a correspondent of Michael 
Gabras (Fatouros, Die Briefe des Michael Gabras, 1, 40; Il, 44, 82, 428, 
497), who occupied this office in the period 1305-1310, and the 
eunuch Michael Kallikrenites (PLP 10371), who served in the 
same capacity at a later period from 1321 until 1330/1331. The 
latter was a faithful supporter and an oixetos of Andronikos II. 
He also corresponded with Gabras, (Fatouros, I, 56; II, 84, 356). 
From the contents of the letter we cannot decide which of the 
two was the addressee. 


For the title and functions of the prokathemenos tou koitonos, 
see Pseudo-Kodinos, ed, Verpeaux, 139,5; 186,8-12, 301,21-22. 
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LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS — 


1. To the Emperor 


Ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
vine majesty, my holy Lord. From childhood I was entrusted to 
be trained in prosody in school, not knowing what prosody was 
all about nor what were the names ascribed to the different me- 
ters, for 1 was thinking only about earnings and profits coming 
from them. I was therefore cheerful while in training, devoting 
myself to their study with zeal, awaiting a benefit for both my- 
self and those that I would teach. But I was also learning the 
meaning of starvation, not knowing what she is like nor how she 
was as a creature. Because being brought up by my parents with- 
out any stress I was not in need of bread nor had I faced any 
scarcity of food, which means that I thought then that starvation 
was a light matter and easy to endure. For had I known better 
possibly I would have erased at once the name of starvation from 
the book and looked after my own interest. 

Now having reached this age and becoming an old man ac- 
customed to eat bread, I have forgotten the prosodies being 
taken hold by famine. And that which appeared a light matter 


1. 15-16 yépwv yeyovws ottopayos: cf. Hom. Od. 9, 191 
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“before | encountered famine became a grievous one after I 


gained experience of it: “when it is wrought even a fool getteth 
understanding”, says Homer.’ But had I devoted myself to the 
cultivation of the land, perhaps my sufferings would be gone 
and the essentials for life would be at hand; but now as I am not 
a farmer I face famine, which is “the most fearful monster that 
ever drew breath”, and like a haughty bull roars against me and 
mocks me. 

But if my Emperor, the lion, would also roar, this bull would 
vanish at the sound of his roaring; because by his nature and 
manner the Emperor can find the means in impassable situa- 
tions and a way out in difficulties. But famine has not driven 
only me to such despair, your majesty, but has also raged against 
the horse which you offered me in compassion as a gift, to such 
a ferocity as to have devoured my books and torn asunder my 
clothes, and he will not spare even my own flesh, for he is about 
to tear me to pieces, chew up my tendons and cartilage, shatter 
my bones and suck the marrow from them. Deprived of good 
feed - what am I talking, good feed, when he does not even spit 
a trifle of straw? - he became mad like the horses of Glaukos, 
which, having tasted an Arcadian plant that makes them furious, 


1. Homer, The Iliad, tr, A.T. Murray, Il, 233. 
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fore Glaukos to pieces. But if he would get his feed all will be well 
otherwise, one of the two will happen, either he shall gulp me 
down or, like “a stalled horse that has fed his fill at the manger”? 
he shall not differ from a carved image. 
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To sila 2. To the Emperor 

Ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
vine majesty, my holy Lord. The proverb says that even Heracles 
was not a match for two, [the Karkinos and Hydra], despite the 
fact that he was a most valiant hero of the Greeks, having ac- 
complished so many and great struggles, lest the men of Hellas 
and the myths of the poets, who know how to entertain in their 
speech, tell of him absurd tales with no reason, in vain making 
him into a god. But myself having nothing to be compared to 
Heracles, how could I be equal to him and fight against two 
abominable beasts, when I am not strong enough even for one? 
The two beasts are famine and my horse: the first one does not 
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differ at all from the she-goat, not the one about which Homer 
recited “in the fore part a lion, in the hinder a serpent, and in 
the midst a goat”,’ a strange beast, of threefold nature and form, 
but one which can devour, crush and beat to dust - to refer again 
to Homer ~ “all things that were, and that were to be, and that 
had been before”,‘ ruining the tripartite division of man’s life. 
on the other hand, because my horse has not been provided 
with wings like Pegasus, and has learned neither to spring in the 
air nor to run over the topmost ears of ripened corn, as those 
that trace the line of their ancestry to Boreas, it stands at the 
manger not well-fed, not being strong nor enjoying a fine 
growth of hair. Quite the contrary, it is very thin and with thick 
hair like a sheep’s, stuck on the ground outright, in need of a vi- 
olent north wind to be blown and thus move. Only in this respect 
is he like Pegasus, in that he carries me as a rider naked on his 
back, as Pegasus did Bellerophon, having wasted my livelihood 
- what am I saying, livelinood? When he threatens like a dog to 
tear to pieces my flesh and bones, my whole inner physical ex- 


istence. 


3. Ibid., I, 275. 
4. Ibid., 1, 9. 
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Against such a hydra one needs not Heracles nor lead, but 
gold and the Emperor, who is the only one of all men who knows 
how to deal with such untamed beasts. 


3. To the Patriarch Ioannes Glykys 


It was also this event that fate kept in store for me - I do not 
know how, but I think on account of the keepers of the gate - to 
be cut off from expressing my reverence to the Patriarch and to 
have the bad luck this to happen to me twice. When I came the 
first time I did not go beyond the stairs of the building: the en- 
trance was closed and the gate was fastened by bars and iron 
bolts. Standing near the grieving beggars who were kept outside, 
Iwas distressed by the unbearable thought that I could be taken 
as also begging along with those beggars, and not that I had 
come to speak with the patriarch. At any rate, having decided 
to leave, the thought kept me back, that the patriarch may be 
annoyed learning of the incident, being a long-time friend; ne- 
vertheless the thought held me back, imagining that the bolt of 
the gate would be pushed back right away making easy the en- 
trance. Yet, I was mistaken going through the opposite. Almost 
late in the day, when the sacred bells rang for the evening ser- 
vice dedicated to God, the bars were raised and the gate was 
opened to allow entrance, and I entered together with the others 
who went inside. And the building took me in, but the way lea- 
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- ding to the patriarch was closed. Yet, the day was already coming 
to a close - because it was evening and the time made me think 
of those at home - I then went out very much upset, blaming 
the bad timing but even more myself. 


Be that as it may, fifteen days after that, I came back again, 


as if I was incited by an urge of friendship to take another 
chance, although the past one was calling for prudence, I nev- 


ertheless came back to resolve the previous defeat. Getting off 


the horse and then on foot running fast I came to the first gates 


of the Church and found them closed. Inquiring the reason for 
being closed, one of those in the service of the gate said to me, 
“if you want to go to the patriarch go to the wooden gate - this 
is a gate of the patriarchal buildings - from there entrance is 
now permitted”, Yet, he lied to me in what he said, but thinking 
that he was telling the truth, I put his word in action. Arriving 
there my hopes proved false. Because the gate was completely 
open and we could enter and go up to the patriarch, if the gate 
keeper running at full speed would not shut it in my face, saying 
“away from my gate”, “away from my gate”. Left then outside 
the gate fully disgraced, I returned back, “not swallowing my 
wrath for the one day”, but being still saddened at the empty- 
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mann 87 
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: handed journey and the shame which the gate-keeper brought 


upon me. 
Consequently are then these matters to be tolerated being 


convinced of my report? Or would my lord and patriarch con- 
sider them acceptable? But anyone who says so, he certainly ig- 
nores the patriarchal benevolence. 


4. To the same Patriarch 


What can my distress possibly be and how great do you think is 
my sadness, my all-holy lord and ecumenical patriarch, for not 
being able to communicate with you, not even once, although it 
should happen at least in one single case, as my many rights 
from years back assure me? If I was pleased being apart from 
you, there would be no need to be distressed, Nor is it possible 
to be sad in what one enjoys doing. Yet he would necessarily be 
grieved when he is affected by something that does not afford 
him pleasure; because that which is contrary to one’s opinion 
causes distress. If I had not been then distressed at all, it would 
mean that | was satisfied with what happened to me; and being 
satisfied I would have kept silent about it, neither defending my- 
self by sending letters nor trying to clear myself of the charge. 
Because if I had not come many times having accomplished 
nothing and as many departed empty-handed, | should justly 
face resentment for having brought this trouble upon myself. 
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But now, going through the experience of such doings, I choose 


the next best way, that of letter writing, so that ] may not appear 
as completely unloving and ungrateful or, I would say-rather, as 
hating the good. There are some who would easily condemn us 
as such, imputing the fault to my absence. 
But your patriarchal magnanimity certainly knows that and 
being present I manifest my love as well as my gratitude from afar. 


5. To the epi tou Kanikleiou 


When the discourse was read, we were enjoying listening and 
admiring, those of us who were paying close attention to the 
reading. As the group was leaving and heading home it was to 
be expected, as we were still conversing with each other (and 
the talk was all about the discourse), that we acted in the same 
manner as in previous readings. There was no one who did not 
applaud, praise or approve it with pleasure and for such an ex- 
cellent and admirable deliverance which attained its best, And 
indeed being filled with joy and praise, it was decided that the 
discourse should be given to be copied in books and be inscribed 
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‘on tablets of human hearts, so that the good deeds should not 
__ be forgotten in time nor become obscure and be swept away into 


the abyss of oblivion, but be preserved for a life-time, so that it 
could be transmitted to the future generations. If] ask to receive 
the text first ahead of the others, do not marvel. So in this way 
lintroduce myself as a greater admirer of yours than any other, 


being the first to have asked for it before anyone else. 


6. To the same 


Arumor is circulating among scholars - not an unpleasant one, 
That your great mind has composed an excellent discourse, On 
the Soul, about which they say, if Plato and Plotinus were still 
alive and were together with those who joined the philosophic 
elite afterwards and had read it, they would probably go away 
filled with respect. You can imagine how much we wanted to 
read it, we the unworthy of such learning, and profit from its 
philosophy. If we are indeed attached to the father, who brought 
it forth, more than anyone else, how could we not genuinely love 
his offspring and not transmit it to those who have not yet en- 
countered it? Because for someone with a grasp of understan- 
ding, it is impossible not to appreciate an excellent work. If he 


p. 110 
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Se 


indeed appreciates it and yet at the same time is jealous and re- 
fuses to offer this common good to others, then he is just like a 
miser who gathers only to himself the happiness, aiid he does 
not know that he deprives as many as he could have benefited. 

Give an order and! shall dispatch the discourse to you so that 
your excellent offspring having filled me with joy may the 


“sooner return to its brilliant father. As to the reason for its ar- 


rival being overdue, of which you accused me, I have already 
given an explanation. If, however, the many troubles that beset 
me have misled me perhaps to forget, again once more J shall 
remind myself to send it back and, I am convinced, your kind- 
ness shall forgive me. Give ear to what I shall say: that horse 
which the Emperor gave me as a gift has squandered all the bar- 
ley and eaten up the rest of my surplus, and because nothing is 
left to eat, it has broken its halter ~ for the reason that it was 
hard-pressed by hunger - “his knees nimbly bear him to the 
haunts and pastures of mares”’ and now he “runneth stamping 
over the plain”, and the net result of all this is to go on foot and 
be grieved. I could bring it back home and put it in fetters, if I 
was not overcome by fear that it could do me something worse. 
It would spare nothing, not even the few books that are left to 
me, being accustomed to eat its fill as a stabled horse before a 
manger in an imperial stable, yet he would also devour my books 
like an insatiate charybdis. If you care somewhat about me, 
rather because you care for learning, give an order for the 


5. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 299. 


6. Ibid. 
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charybdis to be fed - perhaps she would thus spare the books. 


relieve me of my troubles and you shall surely see me riding 
often to your doors, paying my debt in full. + 

But if] do not appear burdensome, I beg you for a third favour, 
the following one: when the Emperor showed me his kindness you 
were present and were pleased with the benefits bestowed upon 
me and like the eloquent Hermes you spoke on my behalf, the ser- 
yant of Hermes. Your plea was about the matter of a second gift, 
a garment promised to me by the Emperor. And upon that occa- 
sion you wove the dress with the loom of your words, and the kind 
Emperor consented by nodding his head, Grant me then promptly 
the garment, and Christ will grant the garment of salvation. 


7. To the same 


i read your excellent discourse On the Soul many times, of 
course, and it was impossible not to feel immense admiration 
and great pleasure reading any part of it, being captivated by its 
erudition and forcefulness. The discourse moreover proved that 
the proverb, which was upheld earlier as a true one, that “not 
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even Heracles was a match for two”, to be actually untrue, be- 


cause the author of the discourse girded his power not only 
against two, Plato and Plotinus, but against all those from the 
zanks of philosophy who expressed their opinion on the soul. 
oh, noble mind, you displayed such a great knowledge about 
the soul; oh, philosophic soul, you studied so deeply the mind 
and for both, soul and mind, you have created the greatest and 
best principles in life; oh, what great wise proofs, rather said sci- 
entific arguments, which silenced in such a way the speech of 
the opponents. Come here, Plato and Plotinus and any other who 
taught as a philosopher about the soul in a dubious way. Listen 


now with certainty, wash off your sore eyes and looking at the 


truth you shall see the sun and be convinced by the undeniable 
axioms. Otherwise, to hell with your theories and your language. 
But perhaps we should feel grateful to you for you have allowed 
us to see the truth clearly, yourselves being sick in the eyes. 
But let them believe whatever they choose, for they are 
proven unsound in their notions. As for you, may the grace of 
God be upon you and your disposition. But do you believe it, my 
famished horse bites me and forces me to feed him barley from 
your own barn? Nay, mine is not like those horses of the goddess 
Hera, for the sake of which “Simois made ambrosia to spring up 
to graze upon”, because they “feed on white barley and spelt”,’ 
And what is the need to mention the horses of Hector? For which 


7, Ibid., 1, 209. 
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. ; Andromache “set before them honeyed-hearted wheat and min- 
‘gled wine for them to drink, when their souls bade them”s 


sooner than Hector, “who avows to be her stalwart husband”? 
put my horse, I do not know why on earth, it became mad like 
the horses of Glaukos, which, having tasted an Arkadian plant 
that made them furious, tore their master to pieces. And if you 
will not muzzle its mouth, coming as a Heracles warding off ill, 
oh Heracles, what will I experience! 

will you overlook me then, while I suffer, you the compas- 
sionate one, who excels more than anyone in doing good to oth- 
ers? Not you, of course. Besides, by rescuing me you should 
weave the dress which the Emperor promised me. Neither would 
the Emperor, the friend of Hermes, tolerate a servant of theirs 
to be associated with Hermes and the Muses unless he was well 
dressed. It is not then a fitting task for you, the Logios Hermes, 
to allow me, the servant of Hermes, to be clad in a shriveled 
cloak; besides, my mere presence in the palace, as the Emperor 
decided, obliges me to be dressed in fine clothes. 

The speech of the Emperor is like a spindle which spins 
threads of true promises, Set then in motion and rotate the spin- 


8. Ibid., 1, 353. 
9. Ibid. 
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co dle, and you shall quickly weave a brilliant garment with 
-_glothos’ threads, 


TouTay Thy atpaxTov, xa! KrwGods utrors Loeuumpody thy 
obra Getrov eupavels. 


f 


n 


T@ peyddp Aoyobéry 8. To the Grand Logothete 


My letter conveys a word of force and has come to tell about my 
needs and it will no doubt be convincing, even when it seems 
that “the might of necessity brooketh no resistance”."° The mid- 
summer season has arrived and to those who have the favours 
of fortune their threshing floor is filled with heaps of crops. 
Filled are also their barns of grain, while my vessels are empty 
and full of spider webs, which Hesiod forbade - and my jar is 
empty, my belly is thin and hunger is imminent and death looms 
over my head. It is harvest-time; the wine vats of others are filled 
to the brim with grapes and their vessels which are placed under 
the press boil up and bubble. And Dionysus, the son of Zeus, who 
is accustomed to be free of ethical restraints, joins in Dionysiac 
revelry the Nymphs in the mountains, but he is now locked up 
in vessels as if he were in prison, where he roars in frenzy, as 
being in a wondrous ecstasy, blowing up and boiling full of noise, 
and threatens to do the worst, that is to break the bottoms of 
the vessels, to slit open the belly of the jars and to tear up the 
old wineskins, discharging not eruptions of fire, but a crater of 
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vsverg tots miBorc, oyartery dé tks yaotépas toils dunpopetiot 
xat drochaxiGer tobe marmtovs THY daxéiv, of Tupos TON- 


10. Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound, tr. H. Weir Smyth, 227. 
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wine like a Typhon. Yet he is already gone, leaving to me the ves- 
sels filled with air, and as the lid was taken away from the cask 
‘of hopes, my hopes flew in the air. There is a fear then, a fear 
“fest in bitter winter I chafe a swollen foot with a shrank hand”, 
which again Hesiod rejects. 
But if, as Hesiod says, I “had put work off till tomorrow and 


otipae, oivipadc dé xoatipac Tuotivos Sixqy dvepsuyduevos. 
rus Ton xal obtos WYETO, UETTe LoL Taperntne drew <4 
oxedy: xo TOU TiBou thy éhrtdwy éxnwuatrabevtos ot? ale 
AL Sor i 3 i 4 i ~ > 
aibéoos avéertacay. Seog ouv, Sé0¢ uy Sowndos yewdvoc ay 
‘ é ichely , oi ‘ 
oxhbovtos henth yerot melo moda mayuy, 6meo Todt 
pies Meare, 
ameiney ‘Hatodoc. 
"AR ay wey, ws adtds Onaw, dveParduny doyalecBen ze 
. oy vy o52 , a 8 7 1 oo 
T aiproy &¢ 7 Ewer, Slxas ctv wodov xat Sexcittag ExccActoy 
» 974i aN 2 ! +N 2 Vex x g 
aryaw, avo wv duBodtepyds. vuvi 8’, ewisic putijoas Shoue 
Zoyotc omoudatots, mod Oixatos Toye ace’ ey curBorreoydc: 


the day after”, I should suffer punishment as a man who puts off 
work and is justly at hand-grips with ruin. But now with loose 
reins for serious works, is it just that I suffer for putting off 
work? I suffer to be sure from being overlooked, and for that 
matter, by the rich for whom I work and whose dear children I 
have been condemned by the awful demon to teach, as if I had 
injured these men in the worst way, though they ought to treat 
me honourably. Yet if 1 had worked in a gold or a silver mine, i 
would abound in silver and gold; but now searching and teaching 


néoyu ye & ovv, Tapewpayevos, xotl tatita Tpds THY Tehou- 
Touvtwy, ol¢ Ontedw xa dv moudedery Tk piAtate 7d Servoy 
Sarovoy xatedixacev, domo sioyaoutvas tous &vOpac td 
yetprora, déov did tunic ovary we means. GAN hy wev youdttty | 
viv duetaAAevov, ZN fv dpyupiti, mepteopeduny av doyu- 
plots Te xt youatotc: vuvi o, dveyveto xout ddd&axwy Adyouc 
rat uopydowy xot AiGewv tytwtépous, ATYLOTEDOS TOV [Le~ 
ToAAD yempuyovvtwn xabéaty xa. xo yuuvdtepoc Irépou xa 


discourses which are more precious than pearls and valuable 
stones, I have become more dishounored than those who dig a 
mine and “more bare than a pestle” and more poor than Iros. 


19-20 mifou — avéntacay: cf. Hesiod. Op. 97; Dem. Cyd. Ep. 46 (80, 26- 
27 R.-J. Loenertz) émei 52 zal tév ZAmidwy 6 miBoc xexévetort |} 21 ent ~ 
mayuy: cf. Hesiod. Op. 497 denrH St mayby moda yerpl meéCne || 23-24 
dveBodouny — Evo: cf. Hesiod. Op. 410 und’ dvabaddecban ge 7’ adprov 
& te Evyge || 24-25 excthouov — auBodepyds: cf. Hesiod. Op. 413 afet 5 
au Bodeoyos dvio aT yO Trochatet || 34 yuuvotepoc Omépou: Prov. 23: 31; 
Apostol. 17, 65 (CPG II 702); Karathanasis 71 






19 éxmewpaobéveos P || 21 Anwey LPdTheil 


11. Hesiod, Works and Days, tr. H.G. Evelyn-White, 39. 
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35 "Ipau mevéotepos: cf. Ioh. Chrys. in epistulam ad Ephesios (PG 62: 
147A) xétv”Toou mevéatepov yevécban; Procopius Gazaeus, ep. 75, 99 (41, 
2; 53, 16 Garzya ~ Loenertz); Salzmann 28 || 38 otéév tepdv: Apostol. 13, 
34 (CPG II 581-582) Aéyeteet 58 él tév undevoc aElwv; Karathanasis 24- 
25 || 40-41 pds gogap — Staxovxol: cf. Aristoph. Plut. 1168 xa mAbvé ye 
abtds mpocEABwv mods Td opdao Tae xortas, tv’ etOees Sraxovixds elvan 
doxifg || 47 xarcupov dvexcryyoxoay: cf. Man. Phil. Carmina 41 (Il, 295, 1 
Miller) Tic 00 yedcioe: xorrupdy xo xaryyccet || 49-50 etc xevov — Adwontas 
cf. Lycophr. Alex. 139-140; Mant. Prov. 1, 47 (CPG II 752) ei¢ xevov 
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xpovisry tee yopdde: ert tév daitug xad dupe xGaprCovtwy 
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Consequently truly happy would be the gardeners and the peas- 
ants and their children who have a full purse and a bag fuller 
than their belly. Hermes, the Muses, and scholarship are not 
deemed worthy of a sacred place, never mind one’s daily bread. 
In order then not to fall victims of famine very soon we must 
outwit the grievous situation; that is “I will take these guts, and 
wash them at the weil, and so, at once, be Hermes ministrant”” 
and as a servant of my belly, performing exactly same things that 
Hermes did in the comedy. However, if I shall ever approach 
those for whom I work, begging for their help - compelled by 
hunger - they do not approach me with a happy countenance, 
as they should, but instead they right away make a face, furrow- 
ing their brows, putting up a show and assuming a sullen manner. 
There are some who even burst into loud laughter, reproaching 
me in the same way and with the same arguments the ants of 
the myth reproached the cicada, but I know from experience 
that “in vain I shall twang the noisy bowstring, making melodies 
that bring no food nor fee”, I do not know which of the two these 


12, Aristophanes, The Plutus, tr. B. Bickley Rogers, 465. 
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is rather closer to truth and to reality. 


correctly. 
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Ovwy. Gol dé xoet arm xa mOdxvy, huey, xevn, 7 O4, oTevh, 
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9. 1-2 mupuryxe — duenrdc: cf. Jer. 8:20 naphGe cunts |I 5~6 xocBe ~ 
poupevert — dvorxodouoduevon: cf Luc. 12:18 xabed pou tae dmobhnae 
xat ustCoverc otxodouyow || 7 oumdy — xen; cf. Theoph. Sim. ep. 27 (16, 5 . 
Zanetto) 7 88 oumdn xe, xoel f Edens Ayot pror meripwtant =e 


3 tors P || 6 Urrodoysc ex trodoyec corr P || irrodoxd¢ LPdTheil || 11 tc 
voryxotie P || 12 te (pro ye) LPdTheil 


men think of me, to survive or to die; in my opinion to die, which 


If they would change their mind - otherwise, i could not 
know, but you should know, for you are in a position to arbitrate 


fou, iou, I should utter now properly, the harvest season is gone 
and the grape gathering has passed. The store rooms and the 
wine jars, the amphorae, the wine skins and the other wide gap- 
ing vessels and large receptacles are now full in most house- 
holds. Small store houses are torn down and are rebuilt bigger 
in order to receive more. In my household, however, my meal 
tub is empty, the jar is narrow and both are unfilled. Famine 
stands before my doorstep and sets ajar the door to death. Per- 
haps, Hephaistos would have consoled me for my poverty if he 
lived with me, minting faulty and counterfeit coins for me. Cer- 
tainly, I would be gratified to procure with counterfeit money 
the desired essentials even if they are scarce and limping a little, 


p. 114 


102 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS 


2 


ax&Coven. vuvi 8 xdxetvos, Teapele Eg’ Auty doyupoxorely xo} 


i 


mopayapartety, Sooucitos 6 yoros array @yeto xo Teo, 


er 


15 Touporg xo Lxddore thy YEtpuvagiay doxel: xotl, oxitoc 


Evquevos dvfnov &¢ ydovara Yuuveiic yepot te Rupdcypory 


pépwy xat aovpay xal yuuvoloxediy, Eordre av deine, 


pudpoxtumel, Bepprods xatouBodiy otitac bx” Ginpovos, aby 
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25 Teterapac "Ayéoovrés te xo Kexutot xod Tuorone ebovtec xo} 
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14 dpopratios 6 ywAde: cf. Joh. Chrys. in nov. dominicam (PG 63: 930) 
ywhods Spowatous d&véSerkace |] 18 pudpoxturel: cf. Aesch. Prom. 368 sq: 
xopupais &° gv dxpone furevos uudpoxtunel “Hoataroc || 24-25 SreoBouyros 
Téptapos: cf. Hom. Il. 8, 481 Babbc 84 te Téptapos |} 25 “Ayépovtes — Tu- 
ppreyébovtes: cf. Hom. Od. 10,513-514 2vOa, uev els “Axéoovter Huprphe- 
yOu te Céovarv Kedxutde & || 26 Tecvol — "Tétovec: cf. Lucian. Menip. 14, 
17; Libanius, Declamationes, XIV, 39 (VI 108, 3-4 Foerster) &xovwy od% 
igtou mposéyew ... cov Itove., tov Tituay; cf. Salzmann 12 || 26-27 e uh 
ov d&Axjy: Hom. Il. 9, 231 || 27 “Howxdjys — &delxaxoc: cf adn. ad ep. 
7,34 
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But now the lame fellow has gone away as fast as he could and 
practices his handicrafts among the Taurians and Skythians, 
leaving to us the minting and counterfeiting. Wearing a tanned 
hide which extends down to his knees he holds with bare hands 
a pair of fire tongs and a hammer, and standing with bare legs 
ina pit he forges a red hot iron, drenching the anvil with his hot 
sweat. He does not make nails and wedges in order to stake and 
nail on the Caucasus his own relative, the thief, but he forges an 
iron collar for me, threatening to carry me to Hades and incar- 
cerate me. In that place there is nota lofty Caucasus sheltered 
from the winds and refreshed by the breeze of the Oceans, nor 
a Prometheus hanging on high, but the subterranean Tartarus 
and Acheron and Kokytos and Periphlegethon and the punished 
ones Tytios and Ixion. They will do unto me terrible things if 
you do not use all your strength, coming to my defence like an- 
other Heracles, 

And not only Hephaistos deals with me like this, My horse 
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29 Scexvet — Moped: Theocr. 15, 40 Mop, darxver tnmoc; Salzmann 
13 || 32-33 otéap — Expruedtoety: cf. adn. ad ep. 1, 31 |] 35-37 xaté cobs — 
orapay ou: cf. adn. ad ep. 1, 33-34 || 38 doxtwv — neoeiv: cf. Eur. Cycl. 
196 doxiuy pohly Zow || 40-41 086" — pepdbnxev: cf. adn. ad ep. 2, 18 


29 xo0& LPdTheil, fort recte || 38 &medouev LPdTheil 





TEXT AND TRANSLATION 105 





~ also which the Emperor has given me as a gift gnaws not like the 


Lycian beast Mormo, but at first squandered my books, then de- 
youred my clothes and next threatens to tear apart my flesh and 
devour my tendons and my cartilage, break my bones, suck the 
fat out and threatens me with deeds worse than Hephaistos, 
famine and death put together. Standing famished in front of his 
manger, because he is not fed with barley and is not even sup- 
plied with dry straw upon which to spit, he has become mad like 
the horses of Glaukos which tore him to pieces after they had 
savoured the Arcadia plant which maddens them. 

I would have sold him for little money long ago before | be- 
came his victim and with it I would have gotten something to 
eat, but who would buy such a Hydra or a Charybdis? He is not 
even a descendant of Boreas and has learned neither to fly over 
the tips of asphodel nor to be swift like the wind but he stands 
simply like a statue there, as if sculpted by the hands of an artist. 
If he ever needs to move he needs a strong north wind to help 
him a little in his start. 1 even fear that I will cease to render my 
homage to the Emperor since I must go everywhere on foot. 

It would then be your own work, ingenious mind, either to 
help me improve my condition or to let me cry still iou, iou. 


p. 115 


106 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS 





‘ 
t 


Deoxd gover 


"Enayyéhy pay tH didacxchw modded, mpdrters 58 088° 
ddtya, Séov moder ci amocy-yeRicev vwuxdtv. ometde tolvuv Undo 
| gtdodvtoc mazpd¢ of Adyors, GAN eoyorc, mpocdet BE 


’ C4 ~ y ah Maco SE 
5 nad mordeig uaxpd xapdvtos imép coll, xal 70 7G) Yipee 


xataninroy Undveye tid matpl xaté Thy Suvoungvny dve- 
' eee: ‘ fn Fs ‘ 

mehdpywo ef dé un, Aertoupyhow uv ew 76) YEO 

ovtodety, &repevteton dé xoil 6 immo¢ 10 Tevet Kod Teecty Sou- 


TrgEt, xaTa Thy Toinaty. et dé Bodder, arosobjceta way 
10 © adTOg Hoyuplou, toxpycout bé Zyw), eit’ 2v youve xobe- 


Sod xot mapaBiote, dvénpapos untxoatl xerl creodutoc: sol 
dé Tovwy Uektoer ToaTABY dv Oho’, mept te citov xa 
xpvBii¢ divapépovtt. Tolv ovy merpabijvon dewiiy, ometcoy 
Noon mooPBcc te Server. 


10. 2-3°Exayyéhy— ddtya: cf. Theoph. Sim. ep. 37 (23, 2 Zanetto) 
"Enoyyédy Torhd nok modrters dM-ye || 6-7 dveexehapywow: cf. Mich. 
Chon. ep. 117 (196, 19-20 Kolovou) xoth 88 oty7 Hyrtov xad tiv Ooertn- 
plu dvirmeddoywatc; Apostol. 14, 15, (CPG II 607 sq.); Salzmann 79-80 
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10. To the Student Phokas 

you promise your teacher a lot, but you do not make the least 
effort, although you should realize your pledges with deeds. Has- 
fen to your father who shows his love not in words but in deeds 
and who has striven greatly for your instruction. Sustain the 
falling of his old age like the praiseworthy storks which sustain 
their parents. Otherwise, | will depart this life famished and my 
horse, falling down with a thud, shall belch forth his last breath, 
as the poet says. But if you wish, I shall sell him for some money 


“and I shall feed myself, but then I shall crawl into a dark corner 


and I will not want to come out any more. Then you will have to 
labour much more than now, since you need to give only wheat 
and barley. Before then you experience such ills, come forward 
quickly and resolve the situation. 
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12. 3 xocdAtwy — xorhdav: cf. Synes. ep. 76 (135, 7-8 Garzya) xot xoAbiv 
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11. To the Grand Logothete <Theodoros> Metochites 


Choniates, who is by nature very kind but whom circumstances 
and the dreadful demon have made hapless - this last does not 
agree at all with his character - this good and noble Choniates 
fad sent to your excellency a book of Aristotle which you had 
requested and I brought to you. He had presumed that the book, 
having accomplished the purpose for which it was sent, would 
come back to him most quickly. But since the book to this day is 
long overdue, he is anxious not because he fears that he will lose 
the book but because he wants to sell it in order to get provi- 
sions. The prosperity of this wise man has so completely re- 
versed herself that not only one book of Aristotle, but even if 
the philosopher himself were he in life and all his books were to 
be sold, it would not have sufficed to feed him. 


12. To Doukaites 


Ihave loved long ago the good Doukaites and I love him now no 
less and I shall always love him because he excels by far in good- 
ness and kindness and because he is ready to offer friends what 
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11 tov Diuoy aidsabele: locus communis, cf. e.g. Plat. Gorg. 500 b, 
519c; Synes. ep, 49 (Garzya 90, 56) 





4 yons0ey LPdTheil 





13. 5 oxstiag éxhoyiie: Act. Ap. 9:15 If 6 t excl — wow: cf. Ps. 132:2 
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ay need for a good purpose. Now someone beseeches you 
i ae and I beseech you in the name of God. The suppliant 
ees and you would be justified if you help him by respond- 
. ol request. Justice and his office advocate for this, I would 
a os my person and not the least your goodness. The favour 
SS do the priest will benefit you also since through it you prove 
Sve all your reverence for God, your respect for the priest- 
iSod, and in addition your regard for philios Zeus. 


.oe a Z : a e 
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psvoc dé tgowadvny, Tpoaert dé xat tov Didroy aideabete, 


ty’ 


@ TU) i rotos of the Holy Mountain 
T@ rout tod &ylou *"Opous 13. To the P ly 


you have made me rejoice - you cannot imagine how much - 
you have indeed with the things you sent me. Because the gifts 
come from the Holy Mountain and the sender’s disposition is 
truly spiritual. For the holy vessel you sent me may you become 
a chosen instrument in the words of Paul the great Apostle, me 
the oil may you be anointed with the precious pinnen waIeR 
runs from the head of Aaron, for the saffron may you receive 
a dewy lotus and a hyacinth, but the sweet savour of the Spirit 


"Haag ~ dK mic doxeies — aac, ofc Ererduoerc: St te Te 
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11 dixevertous — toupas: cf. Leo VI Sapiens Hom. 17, 364 (256-257 Th. 
Antonopoulou) tpupiic amodndwy tig &xevertou 


14. 6 yocAnetox youoetwy: cf. Hom. Il. 6, 236 ypucen yokxetwv; Kara- 
thanasis 35-36; Strémberg 58 
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and the eternal and pure green of Paradise. For the pestles you 


‘should also receive something special and appropriate for them 


- may you feast with both hands in abundance and perpetual 
luxuriousness. 


14. To the Protopsaltes of the Emperor 


The good and noble Protopsaltes whom I prize with true friend- 
ship I ask for a small favour: Namely, to send me wild figs in 
order to mature the fruit of my fig trees and in return for this 
favour he will later receive sweet figs. At any rate, the exchange 
is not at all adverse and so it was in the case of Diomedes who 
had traded his bronze arms for the golden ones of Glaukos. 
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15. 3-9 Zoyov Aaddhou — medayet: cf. Nic. Basilac. Progymnasmata 
18, 11 sq. (Pignani) || 10-11 mtépuyag — xatarodioat: cf. Ps. 54: 6 The 
dudaet por wrgovyac woel meptatepike, xak metacthcopon xo xotaxTovows 
{| 11 2udv uéknpor cf. Sapph. fr. 163, 1 (Lobel — Page) uéAnpor tuxpr0v || 
15-16 émevh — Ayneooa: Hom. Il. 1, 157 sq. || 16-17 Leronvetav — 
*Odvuaceuc: cf. Hom. Od. 12, 178 sq. 
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15. To the cousin of the Emperor Andronikos Palaiclogos 


We hear that Daidalos made ina incredible way for his son Ikaros 
and for himself wings and flew from Crete over the sea to the 
mainland bringing about their escape from Minos, the tyrant of 
Crete, whom Daidalos on account of Pasiphae, Minos’s wife, who 
was the daughter of Helios, had treacherously harmed. Never- 
theless Helios then took revenge against Daidalos, drowning his 
son Ikaros in the sea, which ever since is named after him. As 
for me, who will offer me wings to fly like a dove and come near 
you, the object of my care, as the wise Sappho says. Which in- 
vention could ever make it possible for someone to traverse the 
vast land or cross the great sea from Byzantium and come to Al- 
bania and there ending his trip to fulfil his wish? For full many 
things lie between us - shadowy mountains and sounding sea.?3 
And if Ulysses sailed along the coast of the Sirens, bound to the 
mast, in order to be filled with their sweet music and at the same 





13. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 15. 
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23 yuxiy — abdiv: Hom. IL. 1, 249 to¥ xodt dmb yauoons éhvtog YAu- 
xteny Oéev 6% il 23-25 Tlorhoqun diy — xuBevpscro: cf. Theodosius Gramm. 
(52, 6 Géttling) pdvog 58 6 Mochopndns épetige Thy xuBevtixhy texvyy; Cf. 
Salzmann 16 || 28-29 vigddecotv — yetueoinor: Hom. Il. 3, 222 || 31 G&xotdy 
— acwe: Hom. il. 3, 220 || 33 wAotv dAdov: cf. adn. ad ep. 4,15-16 | 3 
mrepdeco! xexAnvevore: cf. Hom. Od. 1, 122 et passim 
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time remain alive, how great do you suppose is my own yearning 
to undertake this long flight in order to hear your melodious 
siren and this without being fastened? I do not think that the 
son of Meles, the unrivalled poet Homer, had admired the sweet- 
speaking Nestor as much as I am inflamed by your Muse from 
whose tongue flows speech sweeter than honey. Palamedes had 
among his contemporaries acquired great fame as a most wise 
man on account of his inventions of the dice, the alphabet, and 
other things. If someone would wish to compare your accom- 
plishments with those of our contemporaries, and should bring 
to mind again Ulysses and the flood of his speeches which were 
like snowflakes on a winter day, I would not be able to describe 
your cleverness, diversity and shrewdness: moreover the person 
who would make a comparison of you shall face the conse- 
quence, being “deemed as a churlish man and naught but a 
fool”."4 
But since I have no wings and through flight I cannot fulfil 
the desire of my soul, | find recourse in the written word as the 
next best way, because the words of love have wings and can fly 
far away. For this reason they were called by the poet “winged”, 
not least because through them one imagines that one can fly 
and join his friends and converse with them. In case you re- 





14, Ibid., J, 133. 
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proach me for forgetfulness because I have not written you ear- 
lier, I should reproach in my turn your servants who have come 
many times to Constantinople and have not visited ie even 
once, either to deliver a letter or at least to convey greetings. So 
it happened that they did not get any letters from me - how 
could it be possible - since I have not seen them with my eyes 
but only with my ears. I ask, instead of being punished to receive 
forgiveness and not to be condemned by default. 

if you would grant this request and honour me soon with a let- 
ter, by Hercules, it would be a great joy. But it would be still greater 
if you would pay your debt and fulfil your promise. You know what 
is your debt in case you have not drunk the drink of forgetfulness 
If you have drunk it, I shall pour for you the opposite drink that 
of remembrance. Having taken this drink, I know that you ee 
recalled the Albanian horse, which | asked from you and you con- 
sented to send ~ securing the promise by nodding your head. I de- 
mand now that the horse come together with your letters. 


16. To the Grand Logothete <Theodoros> Metochites 


Best and greatest of all the Logothetes! In order that I do not be- 
come a nuisance to the Emperor who is in any case burdened by 
countless cares or become bothersome to your excellency, I had 
decided to give up my work as a teacher and disassociate reaysalf 
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from the profession in order to become a farm worker and earn 
my daily bread from the fruits of the land so 1 could pacify my 
raging hunger. But I was mistaken in my assumption because I 
experienced the contrary. My wrathful destiny, however, brou- 
ght down my hopes, burying one thing in her mind and bringing 
to light another. Because there, where I began from the very 
foundations to construct a building and make the necessary 
preparations for the cultivation of the land, whereby I shoul- 
dered greater debts ~ aside from my toil and labour - destiny at- 
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tacked me violently by pulling back, upsetting and ruining 
everything. And while the others, who left the place changing 
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10 rep — Bdtov: cf. Hom. Il. 9, 313 8¢ 7’ Erepov wey xen evi ppeaty, 
dAdo 88 etzen || 14 mpbp-vory dvtixpovedpevov: cf. Apostol. 14, 77 (CPG II 
623) mepyvav Expodovto; Karathanasis 90 || 18-19 Bourny depryov— Zopevas 
cf. Hesiod. Op. 43 xal depyov éovrx clbe. xe mendchrov ev Smee xoervol 


xotaGeto; cf. Karathanasis 71-72 
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17. 8 ce mooadoxtac Ayévec: cf. Georg. Bardanes ep. ad Germanum 
Il (106, 63-64 R.-J. Loenertz) 6 év xpocdoxig cwrnpimdig Away || 8-9 6 te 
— éxmenwyctiatat: cf. adn. ad ep. 8, 19-20 || 11 tod, tov: cf. Aristoph. 
Plut. 276 || 14 Kddpou — edryevéotepos: cf. Greg. Cypr. 2, 94 (CPG I 109); 
Apostol. 8, 6 (CPG Il 425); Salzmann 24 || 15 Midou ttodvodBdcepos: cf. 
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17. To the same 


Were 1 a stoic philosopher, I should have endured all this, espe- 
cially as my inclination would be to become further engaged 
with philosophy. Yet I am neither a stoic nor one of those who 
have no part in the study of philosophy, but one who has chosen 
the middle road, for I consider it the safest of the two, fearing 
both extremities - excess and scarcity. But since I had no gain 
from it, Ido not know any more which road to take. The harbour 
of my expectations is now closed, the lid from the vessel of my 
good hopes is taken off and my hopes are vanished, tossed in the 
air. 1 am unfortunate not only four times, but ten thousand 
times, and as in the comedy I cry iou, iou. 

But if you open the ink-pot with the red ink of the Emperor 
and hand him the pen with which he signs and if the Emperor 
in his benevolence puts his signature, then I will be as they say 
nobler than Kodros and richer than Midas. Otherwise, I will ho- 
nour Diogenes the Cynic, who preferred a drop of good luck to 
a wine-jar of intellect. 


p. 119 
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18. 3 yduxiw — xidqy: cf. adn. ad ep. 15, 23 |f 4-5 dxpw — yedoouto: 
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18. To the same Grand Logothete 

The taste of honey is sweet, I say this to you, from whose tongue 
flows speech sweeter than honey and who has surpassed Nestor 
of Pylos. Honey becomes most sweet, when one tastes it not with 
his finger-tip, but when he has richly enjoyed it. What is the 
meaning of the riddle? Your discourse gratified me but not fully, 
because I heard it only with the tips of my ears. Let it be sent to 
me and I will read it with greater diligence; and the more | 
deepen in the Discourse the more it will please and be admired. 


19. To the Same 


Ishould be present and deliver my charges against your son by 
word-of-mouth and not by post. But since it is impossible, as you 
are surrounded by many cares and lest my presence becomes an 
additional burden to you, I write this letter to you. You should 
know that your dear son neglects his studies and devotes himself 
to riding horses. He runs in the streets at full gallop here and 
there, rides his horse to the hippodrome and to the other spec- 
tacles in full arrogance, triumphant and parading as if he was 
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exhibiting the insignia with which he was decorated, But since 
“he was many a time admonished and he did not blush neither 


was he brought to reason, he had to be whipped and he was 
whipped. Today is the fifth day after the flogging and he has nei- 
ther appeared in the school nor has he, as they say, with his fin- 
gertips touched his homework, but he enjoys riding horses, 
music and theatrical spectacles. 

But if he were deprived of his luxurious garments and wore 
a leather belt around his waist, if he did not ride horses with 
golden reins and instead went on foot, he would be a master over 
his folly and folly would not have him in her power. It was my 
duty to communicate all this to you. Thereafter, it is your task 
to take care of your son. 


20. To the same Grand Logothete 


Neither is the request without a risk when it is improper nor is 
it safe not to ask when it is anticipated, but both can be justified 
if one chooses the proper occasion. For this very reason and in 
accordance with circumstances I have requested something 
from you and you have given your consent nodding your head 
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and have many a time spoken with the Emperor about me. The 
Emperor, kind as he is, had promised the gift. Now the time has 
come for this promise to be fulfilled, since the great treasurer is 
not busied with the nymphs of bridal chambers or with bridal 
feasts, but is busy in Nymphaion. For the supervisor of the sacred 
land-partitioning is constantly on the move, coming and going, 
measuring and setting the boundaries of farm lands, visiting 
pronoia holdings and bestowing and granting rich landed estates, 
Let then the talk be about me or better, let the promise materi- 
alize with your help, since you were the one who sowed the seed 
first. Certainly, the harvest will justly remunerate the sower. 


21. To the same 


Iam deeply obliged to the good and noble Barangatos, because 
he received me when I was ill many times and by applying his 
excellent art restored my health, thus proving himself with 
God’s help to be an approved and healing Asklepios. Now I am 
even more grateful to him, since he gives me the reason for ad- 
dressing this letter to the Grand Logothete. This man married 
his daughter - the only female child next to his three male chil- 
dren - and promised a dowry to his son-in-law as a loving father 
would have done, but in the end he did not deliver even half the 
amount, How could he afford to pay the whole, being plagued 
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by misfortune, driven away from his homeland by plundering 
barbarians, stripped of money and property, wandering now in 
a foreign land? But the son-in-law wanted to have thedowry at 
the same time his father-in-law was pressed by want of means, 
and so the son-in-law paid him back and the payment was an 
excellent one or rather, a terrible one: He told him that he is 
leaving his wife and going to the Peloponnese to marry another 
woman there. And he did not just threaten and do nothing, but 
‘his word became deed, for it was not an empty word, 

Can you can imagine, most eminent Lord, how the wretched 
Barangatos was affected by the insolence of the fugitive? He 
would have pursued him if he had not feared the intervention 
of the Emperor. For this reason he petitions the Emperor for help 
through you and you through me. Extend your helping hand to 
me and support me in my endeavour to help the one who has 
often helped me to regain my health. 


22. To the Same 


There is nothing in common between Hermes and Ares, says the 
proverb. But the connection becomes still worse when Hermes 
is placed under Dionysus. What I say seems like a riddle, but 
will explain what I have said. A bailiff out of my studies is biting 
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me. When some citizens were drafted, it was required that com- 
manders and decurions be placed over them, and one of my 
neighbours became a decurion. Whether he is an expert-in war- 
fare, others may know. But since I live next to this good decurion 
[know more that he is fond of Dionysus, taverns, dice, gambling 
tables, the discus, the javelin and of all kinds of luxury. Nine 
good-for-nothing guardsmen, tax collectors, corn and wine sell- 
ers, tavern keepers, manual labourers, tanners, and other such 
vulgar people, all like their commander, have been assigned to 
his company. Alas, my lot placed me under him as the tenth per- 
son, like that Athenian judge in antiquity who had to take the 
last place. 

And indeed, were my commander an orator, a philosopher or 
Hermes himself, I would be sad to serve under him. But now 
since he is not a Greek, not a sophist, not a servant of Hermes, 
but simply a big ass or rather a pig from Boeotia who fought nei- 
ther at Marathon nor at Salamis, should I place myself under 
this vulgar swine? I know that you who breathes Hermes will 
take care to unite Hermes with his interpreter. For otherwise 
Ares and Dionysos will mock Hermes and the Muses. 
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23, To the Patriarchal secretary Skleros 

The good and noble Panaretos, who received this name from the 
sum of his virtues and affirmed it through his character - or 
rather, his character was influenced by his name -, has been one 
of my best friends and the closest of my companions and re- 
mains so not the least to this day. He speaks of you with all kinds 
of praise inspiring me to such words and encouraging me to a 
greater friendship towards you, although I am in a better posi- 
tion than he to know your kindness, which you show through 
your deeds and which time increases and strengthens. 

But alas, what has befallen the man. You would be appalled 
if you would see how he lies in bed, a pitiful burden worthy of 
tears. For he is already worn out and distressed constantly by 
severe illness. You would say, if you would see him, that the man 
is only a semblance of a man or you may have supposed that he 
is a shadow of an image. The worst of all for him is that he does 
not have any access to the Patriarch or to you, the one he loves 
ina heartfelt way as Homer would say. When I came to visit him 
yesterday, he strongly asked me to use all means in order to per- 
suade you to come and visit him. He thinks that when you are 
present Asklepios will come personally to heal him. 
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In the name of Zeus, the protector of friendship, fulfil the 
wish of your friend. From this meeting you would both benefit. 


24. To Phialites 


Three days ago, that is on the sixth day of the previous week, I 
sent letters together with a cake to be presented to the Emperor 
by Kronos. I have learned that the Emperor has eaten the cake 
with pleasure, but that he has not yet read the letters, though it 
was absolutely necessary. In order then that Kronos does not de- 
vour my fruits and be deprived of my beloved ones, Phialites, 
the pure vessel of friendship, must persuade Kronos to hand the 
letters to the Emperor. Next Phialites must read them to the Em- 
peror and through Kronos let me learn of the Emperor’s decision 
regarding them, 
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25. To the same 

After you have requested the discourse, it comes now to you in 
full confidence, since it does not come in the same form it had be- 
fore. Reading it according to the rules of the art and finding some 
worthless stuff in it] cleared it up, I suppose in the manner of Her- 
acles. If it befalls to you also, the Rhenos, the expert on pure and 
spurious works, it is all in good order. Otherwise, without circum- 
locution, indicate which of the two versions you prefer. 


26. To the student Phokas 


Writing-pens made of reed, fitting for the fingers of the imperial 
hands to grasp when the decrees are enacted and inscribed, have 
been requested by the man who is named after the Blachernae, 
three in number ~a sacred and divine number is three-, but I 
sent him in a symbolic way two. If that which the Emperor un- 
dersigns is made of matter and form, then the two pens would 
match these two elements. But the one and most important pen 
Ihave reserved for God, the immaterial and invisible so that He 
would approve from on high the decrees of the Emperor in an 
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immaterial and invisible way. The Emperor, however, being kind 
and the Lord’s anointed, will accept the two pens just like the 
Lord who accepted the two small coins of the widow, Deliver 
these two to the Emperor’s hands so that the sacred decree of 
the benefaction may be signed in my own favour. 


27. To the friend Nikolaos 


{ have heard that you desire to enter the monastic life in order 
to devote yourself to divine contemplation and although I ad- 
mire your intention | do not at all admire your company. Because 
what is good is no longer good, if it is not performed in a good 
way. I have learned that some independent and self-governed 
men are attempting to tear you away from the body of the 
Church and make you a member of their own group. In what 
kind of danger it will get you, I shall not be the one to say, but 
the golden-mouth John, the mentor common to all and teacher 
of the Church, will tell you. Hear then what he says: “If we wish 
to rejoice in the Spirit, which proceeds from the Head, let us hold 
together. For there are two kinds of separation from the body of 
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the Church; the one, when we grow cold in love, the other, when 
we dare to commit deeds unworthy to that body. Because, in both 
cases, we separate ourselves from the body of the Church, If we, 
however, have been assigned to edify others for this purpose, 
what would be the consequence for those who have separated 
themselves in the first place? Nothing else can divide so the 
Church as the love of power. Nothing provokes the wrath of God 
as the division of the Church. Even if we have accomplished ten 
thousand good works, if we divide the fullness of the Church we 
shall not be punished less than those who cut to pieces the body 
of Christ. Because that was carried out for the benefit of the 
whole world, even though it was not intended so. But this has no 
usefulness at all except for the great harm it causes. Do I say 
great? Not even the blood ofa martyrdom can wash out this sin”. 

Thus spoke the truly golden mouth. But what says now Paul, 
the great luminary of the oecumene and teacher, chief among 
the apostles, the mouthpiece of the Lord, the foundation of the 
divine dogma, the firm, solid foundation of the Church? “I am 
not”, he says, “worthy to be called an apostle; because I perse- 
cuted the Church of God and tried to destroy it”. 
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Do you see how great an evil it is to divide the Church? On the 
other hand, consider how good it is to bring the faithful together, 
Christ the head of the Church says “where two or three are gath- 
ered in my name, there am | in the midst of them”. Therefore do 
not allow yourself to be led astray by such self-governed men 
who live like a herd, who are misled and misleading others, “nei- 
ther should you let your foot be moved”, and the angel who keeps 
you will not slumber. For you should know that the Church also 
now more than ever preserves the right doctrines, expounds 
them correctly, and applies herself legitimately to the correct 
teachings, if only the slanderous would be kept away. 

Let yourself be convinced by your friend, employ him as an 
advisor, so that you not only enter the contest, but enter it law- 
fully - from which also the crowns come forth. 


28. To the epi tou Kanikleiou 


The Mormo bites, says the proverb, but I changed it a little and 
I say, the horse bites. And indeed, it is natural for the ox to butt 
with its horns, for the horse to kick with its hoof, as also for the 
Mormo to bite. But my horse ~ what do I know how it thinks - as 
if he forgot his nature, transferred the energy of his feet to his 
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teeth. Since he does not have plenty of barley at his disposal, on 
account of his hunger he has directed his fury against his master 
whom he dares to abuse in the same way as the horses of 
Glaukos had assailed their master - they dismembered him after 
they had tasted the Arcadian plant which makes horses wild, 
Had he not squandered away my collection of books and had 
he not completely devoured my clothes, I would not be sucha 
coward. But now that he is eager to devour me, where could I flee 
for rescue? To whom should I turn for protection? To whose gran- 
ary should I look? Naturally to your protection and to your gran- 
ary, for you alone, as Logios Hermes, care for the servants of the 


~god, and above all for those who love you honestly and sincerely. 


29. To Bardales 


If someone in debt confesses that he is in debt and yet hesitates 
to repay it, and by hesitation somehow he postpones it, would 
he not necessarily draw upon himself the stinking bean-tree foil 
of the proverb? Moreover, if he was an educated and intelligent 
man who was in debt to his teacher to whom he made promises 
but did not keep - and yet when he sees this very thing done to 
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someone else he cannot contain himself, but for himself he can 
endure it, - would he not bring judgement upon himself? I sup- 
pose that I give the impression that | am presenting a riddle or 
for that matter, narrating a dream. But what 1 want to say is this: 
if ] would call upon the mediation of the one, whom you were 
appointed by fate to serve - and you were appointed in a blessed 
way ~ I would never be deprived of my hopes and you would not 
be released from your promises. For in both respects you happen 


- tobe in debt - that is, to the despoteia and the paideia [the ruler 


and the teacher]. 

To which one of the two you shall render yourself or to whom 
you shall rather grant a favour, you can be certain that your deed 
is offered to both the ruler and to the teacher. And you should 
know that we both shall be grateful to you, especially as the one 
is chosen to perform good deeds, and the other to receive ben- 
efit. In this manner you would encourage the one to act as a 
benefactor and the other as a pleasing eulogist and encomiast. 
Last but not least, Hermes himself would gaze at you with admi- 
ration, for you undertook the task to keep safe my books with 
which life is adorned lest they be devoured by my horse which 
has nothing to feed upon, and lest I be deprived of them for life. 
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30. To the same 

If | possessed the works of the tragic poets Aeschylus or Euripi- 
des or Sophocles, it would be easy to sell them for what they are 
worth and feed my horse. Thereby, | would have ruined my life 
just a little or even not at all. But since instead of them I have in 
my possession theologians, like Gregories, Basils and Chrysos- 
toms, universal shiny luminaries, which one of these authors 
could sell and at the same time be justified by doing so? Or to 
put it another way, how could he not draw upon himself a severe 
judgement? As for myself I would prefer to sell myself rather 
than a small word of such great men. 

But you, in case you are concerned or rather because it con- 
cerns you - for you say so - shall show plainly your care through 
deeds rather than through words by clearing me from the accu- 
sation of selling the books of the holy fathers, freeing the horse 
from starvation and yourself from troubles. 


31. To the epi ton Deeseon 


After what has happened, the good and noble epi ton Deeseon, 
who would never refrain from persuading the Emperor to confer 
benefits - because had he once refrained from it, he would be 
unjust towards the Emperor, and would incur upon himself great 
harm - how he could not persuade Rhadenos, a man who has 
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the good intention to benefit his friends, and among them not 
the least myself, for the very reason that I have been his teacher? 
where is then, my dear epi ton Deeseon, the charm of your 
speech or I would rather say your power of persuasion or 
Rhadenos’ disposition towards his dear teacher? I have caught 
both of you in such a way, that you cannot escape from my nets, 
even if you wanted it very much - but being caught you would 
rather enjoy it. Because one would be displeased with good rea- 
son only then, when he is inclined to render a favour and no one 
needs his benefaction. You can imagine how great is my need 
and my desire to secure this benefaction on account of which I 
opt to honour Zeus Philios for the sake of the benefactor and 
Zeus Hikesios for the beneficiary - that is, the god, who accepts 
the sincere gratitude I extend to him. 

In order that you may know of my courage and of my utter 
poverty, but above all that you may be moved do a good deed 
more quickly, I say to you - the scissors are sharpened, the nee- 
dle is threaded, the tailor is ready, the yarn is spun and the tailor 
has washed his hands and the feast is in the neighbourhood. 
However, one is still missing ~ the Lord. In order that it does not 
come after the celebration, the woollen fabric should come as 
soon as possible, about which the distinguished epi ton Deeseon 
shall persuade the good Radenos and he shall send it. 
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32, To the Emperor 


Ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
vine majesty, my holy Lord, Neither verbosity nor absolute si- 
lence is good, when neither is employed in a proper way. There 
isa time when “speech is sometimes better than silence, and si- 
lence sometimes than speech”” ~ that is how one best exploits 
the possibilities and the circumstances. For that reason, Christ 
had also commanded in prayer not to heap up empty phrases 
and David advised against loquacity if one wants his prayer to 
be heard. Moses also did not speak with his mouth but stirred 
in his heart he turned to God, and heard ‘why do you cry to me?’ 
This same word | also utter in silence and I keep silently uttering, 
expecting when the Holy Spirit shall guide your benevolent 
spirit to specify the appointed time of your promise and the ful- 
filment of my hope. 


15. Cf. Euripides, Orestes, tr. A.S. Way, 179, 
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33. To the same 

Ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
vine majesty, my holy Lord. Opposites heal each other, says the 
proverb. The cure of death is life and for famine [the cure is] the 
distribution of corn. And indeed these are opposite to each 
other. If one would undo the first - death and famine -which are 
disastrous to nature, the latter which constitute it would be pre- 
served. Make good use of the latter, your excellency, by stretch- 
ing your back-bent bow of life against death, shooting your fiery 
arrows of gratuitous corn against famine. But after you have per- 
formed as a skilled archer, change your disposition at once and 
imitating an accomplished painter, mix a variety of colours with 
which you may cover the drawings of death and be sure you 
would restore lively presentations. Thus you may become as an 
archer a new Heracles, as painter a new Apelles and in all else a 
Susarion who knows everything. 

But besides wheat may you also grant me, most serene Em- 
peror, barley. For you have promised this benefit and you have 
nodded assent, something that Homer acknowledged as a sign 
of the absolute surety of Zeus for granting a favour, but in truth 
God has granted it to you. 
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34. To the Emperor 


Ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
yine majesty, my holy Lord, When scarcity of goods prevails, 
there is a place for a request. Because Christ himself, who asked 


“for water and received it, commanded that one should ask with- 
~ out fear and it will be given him. I have also asked and your ad- 


ministration made a promise; even more, my Emperor, by his 
presence and the promise he openly made, took upon himself 
the surety of the benefaction. 

Now it must be fulfilled immediately. May you live long, my 
Emperor, and with you the joint Emperor “as long as water flows 
and tall trees blossom”. 


35. To the Grand Logothete 


A wise doctor never injures, yet to heal the resulting wound it 
requires a wiser one. Why do I say this? You have offended me 


p. 128 


160 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS 


Sh noe sn ine Ite eae ene 1 z 

AydBny & yw. tivo dé thy devia; ghoac husdnxévan us toi} 

5 gtatatoy, dig mov yeypaodtos motprovans EBdoucdoc, déoy 

Gv tpic. 70 SE nat yeyove xal tetTeeatLevov Sarr, pervort Ot x06) 
‘Onnpidry. 

"ANG yep BoBat vod copurtetou: évsic 76 xévtpov Zuray 

yop BULL 
~ oe ft ed i 

TO Tie werltrys, avétou ov Taoaywonoac Tol UédtroE. 

10 Kot BaAN often, ont xév tor pdws wor yévron. Bud 8 tobe xed 

dxrover xart ocpdpon xat yohxdor umrraocbor, Sotivrd te xorl 

Teckayovte. xaut undoing Urrevordoveer, et mere dv, 7H prdcertys 


. 


THY YATTON oTOLWOAS, dxdvy Yonsaluny TH téyvy. 


Ae! 


aw 
aut 


T 


-Ez 


E16’, HAtos prev, 0 tHe qudpac eoucratuv owornp, odx dv rd 
Eoutod maparticotto Spiny, &AN donuéoae rept tov Eoméorov 
opitovta xoteuy, ett’ éxeibev ert tov EGov Emavew Thy dy’ 
¢ ~ = 2 > t \ t = 2 y 
5  EauTtd gouxtwpely odx drroxdnot, Baotheds dé, ov ydorv xed 
dv dv HAtoc dednpuodpyntat, movaartd mote Thy Eautod tpé- 
¢ f ‘sg 2 ab. | f é \ eX i 3 
yor dv, Aris aibera | Stxcrocdvy te xl Ered gore, 
axtivwy Stany aitali mpotdvra te xol mpoTropevduevar; xott 


35. 6 teteAeoudvov Zort: cf. Hom. Il. 1, 212 76 58 xo teteAeopdvov Zaton 
|| 10 Born’ —-yévnon: Hom. Il. 8, 282 B&AN obtenc, of xév tt pee Aavaxcion 
yévnat || 13 cay yAGitTOV otouWouc: cf. Mich, Ital. ep. 4 (90, 23 Gautier) 
xetl Pytopix atousanc thy yherrtee 


4 cviceviecy P || 12 nasydovto P 








TEXT AND TRANSLATION 161 





—— 


and I also felt offended. What was the offence? You said that | 
have neglected your dearest son, who wrote twice instead of 
three times last week. But this has now happened and has al- 
ready been brought to pass, to express it in the words of Homer. 
But bless me, what is this supposed to mean, most wise man. By 
injecting the sting you have imitated the bee providing me with 
plenty of honey. And “shoot on in this wise, ifso be thou mayest prove 
alight of deliverance” to me. As for me, you should know, that Iam 
the anvil and the hammer and that I imitate the blacksmith, who 
works, suffers and in no way gives up, so that perhaps by using 
my art as a whetstone, I sharpen the tongue of your dearest son. 


36. To the same 


And yet the sun, the ruling star of day, never refrains from ful- 
filling its duty, but day after day sets in the West and from there 
again appears in the East, without growing weary of illuminating 
the universe with its fire. But the Emperor, for whom and for 
whose sake the sun was created, is it possible that he would 
cease to run his own course, which is truth, justice, and mercy, 
and which emanate from him like the rays of the sun and show 


16. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 359, 
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him the way? Surely, when the sun is covered by a cloud it does 
not shine any more his light forth and reflects much less his 
warmth. The Emperor, on the other hand, even if he is beset by 
infinite cares and affairs like heavy clouds, can still cast them 
aside and shine forth, his radiance brighter than the sun, just 
like gold which after it has been melted seven times in a furnace 
surpasses itself in excellence and brilliance. And what is more, 
by circling like the sun his familiar course of generosity he ren- 
ders his subjects more honourable. How then could one injure a 
man who shows such a disposition towards benevolence if he is 
in need and yet hesitates to ask for help? It is as if one who needs 


~ the warmth of the sun withdraws himself to a cold portico, or 


being burned by thirst in the heat of the summer passes by a 
spring with crystal clear drinking water. 

But such people may behave as they like. As for me, in order 
not to cast the pebble used in voting against me, ] run to the 
warmth of the Emperor - for he is the sun ~ and I drink from the 
spring of his benevolence. He is indeed a spring overflowing with 
gushing water. But since a splendid summertime has come and 
the ears of corn yield abundant grain, my request to the Em- 
peror concerns also a donation of grain. Being by his nature and 
office most helpful towards every kind of helplessness, the Em- 
peror consented immediately nodding his head and ceased not 
from declaring himself ready for such an action. But because the 
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Emperor is like a sphere, one which moves constantly and by it- 
self alone as the universe, he is in need of your philosophical 
tongue to function like an axis; and surely then one would see how 
quickly the sphere would revolve and turn round in her course. 


37. To the Protovestiarios of the Trapezuntines Loukites 


Delightful is the spring after the winter, delightful is the stillness 
of the wind after the storm and even more delightful is the sun 
~after a cloudy sky. But nothing is as delightful as the sudden joy 
which dispels grief. This change is actually the most delightful. 
But for me I do not know how and for what reason, the grief re- 
mains unchanged. For a past misfortune has not yet ceased to 
rage — past I call the one which occurred to the late Anemas who 
drank the salty water of the sea — and against me a second cloud 
of sorrow burst, billowing and white with foamy waves, rolling 
ever upward, downward and also sideward as Homer would say. 
What kind of gloom do I mean? The good Paul came to the 
golden city of Constantine - Constantine, the first Christian Em- 
peror - to the magnificent Queen of all the cities of the earth; 
but he brought me not a nightingale of spring from the melodi- 
ous voice of the sweet of speech Nestor, the clear-voiced orator 
of the Trapezuntines, from whose tongue flows speech sweeter 
than honey - J imply, of course, the sweet speaking Protovestiar- 
ios. Can you imagine what turmoil this gloom brought against 
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me, how many storms it blew through my soul? I stood there al- 


most speechless and the ship of my soul would have capsized 
from the stern, drawing me headlong to the bottonr of the sea, 
if another power of the soul had not uplifted me and my ship 
had not sailed with a favourable wind straight on. 

But if north winds would blow towards us - from Trebizond 
~ you know what J mean - perhaps with a favourable sail I could 
bring my ship to anchor so that I might obtain memories of 
many days and hours and proofs of the friends I see: how true 
you prove yourself towards your dear teacher, whom you con- 
sider a second self. For thus did Pythagoras define “friend” in 


~ his philosophy. Send me then a worldly black cowl lined with fur, 


certainly not with a lion skin like that of Heracles, but lined with 
a fox fur, Along with the garment send me also an undergarment 
woven with silk threads, this one also of black colour. I know that 
this is a burdensome request, but it comes froma sincere friend- 
ship. Beside, you prosper both materially and in disposition, the 
Superior providing you so. The Thracian winds blow in violently 
winter, and with their thick-falling northern flurries they freeze 
the surface of the earth and make the old man run quickly, to put 
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it like Hesiod. Distressing old age presses hard upon me and 
makes protection from the cold of winter necessary. 

I have sent to your nobility an encomiastic epic poem for a 
distinguished philosopher, composed by me in two hundred fifty 
heroic verses. I had to recite my verses, I suppose, beginning by 
way of a preliminary exercise, not with mice and frogs, like 
Homer, and then advancing to heroic wars between Greeks and 
Trojans in order to attain poetic perfection, but I started with 
philosophizing men. For just as Pindar says, we must place a far- 
shining front over our work’s beginning, so that we may rise 
from the mortal to the more divine. Read my composition and 
become for me a judge, but more unwavering than the Celtic 
Rhenos, who does allow his decision to be influenced by his good 
will. And if you approve of the poems, you will receive a similar 
composition and I shall be the one to weave your praise. Healthy 
and protected by God, long may the golden and thrice fortunate 
friend, the Protovestiarios, live. 
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38. To the Grand Logothete 

Also young lions take out their parents for hunting, when they 
are already overtaken by old age and grown numb so that they 
may be provided with food. Then they seek out for them a 
proper place and let them sit there while they themselves pro- 
ceed farther into the forest thicket, sniffing out the bushes, caves 
and hiding places. In their search when they chance upon a herd 
of deer or of wild swine, boar or other animals - for many such 
animals live in the woodland - they pursue them in rank and file 


. driving them towards where their parents are posted waiting. 


And their parents leap suddenly stretching forth their hands to 
the good cheer lying ready before them. And when they have 
had enough, they leave the remaining of their satiety to their 
young as a plaything. 

Such payment for rearing and bringing them up do the young 
lions provide their aged parents. And young storks act in the 
same manner, says Aelian, who has written on the properties of 
animals and this is the significance of antipelargosis, which be- 
came famous by the proverb. But human beings, although they 
have been honoured by the gift of reason and deemed worthy 
to rule over the irrational animals, lag far behind in performing 
similar deeds for their parents and teachers. Yet that prudent 
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- Macedonian Alexander, “both a noble king and a valiant spear- 


man”,’” said that he loved his teacher who had taught him to live 
the good life more than his father, who had merely brought him 
to life. And indeed, he bestowed upon him every honour. 

And surely if someone by chance comes upon a stranger and 
asks him for a little money, he would receive it or at least not 
hear that he will not have it. But if a teacher approaches one of 
his students and asks him for a small piece of bread, the student 
immediately frowns upon him, furrowing his brows and casting 
at him a fearful look, he stands up gloomily and tells him that 
he does not have even a bite, as the proverb says. And yet he 
wears on his small finger a ring made of gold - the gold is in fact 
purer than that of Kolophon - and he is not at all ashamed when 
he is told to his face that he is more vain than Gyges as he twists 
his ring around his finger, and while he carries the ox of silence 
on his tongue, he refuses the donation. The teacher returns 
ashamed and empty-handed, as if he had dined at Ikkos, and pro- 


17. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 131. 
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ceeds to the prytaneion of the Emperor to eat there. So not only 
is the salary now lost, but also the art, and Hermes becomes a 
servant of dumbness playing his lute and striking the chords in 
yain and making melodies that bring no food or fee. 

But if each one of the Emperor’s secretaries would pay me, 
their teacher, one piece of silver monthly, then by a small sub- 
traction and addition from the inequality an equality would be 
achieved and moreover excess and shortage would disappear as 
causes of evil from the world, 


39. To the same 


when the need is pressing it is of no use to withdraw to a corner 
or to be ashamed, but on the contrary one must speak openly 
about his needs. Lack of bread has taken hold of me, the twin 
children of which are hunger and death. I approached my stu- 
dents and appealed to them, but instead I only plied my oars on 
land and, seeking bread, I came upon stones. After a second jour- 
ney, I bring my ship to anchor in your harbour and lie in the 
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berth of hopes. It is in your innate capacity and in your office 
also that you can bring ships to your haven after a storm and 
shipwreck. But should I suffer a shipwreck in your port ~ may 
Zeus the Saviour and Deliverer forbid it - then there will be no 
more a journey with fair wind, but the hull of my ship will break 
at once in prow and stern and the danger will hang over my 
head. Do not allow this to happen, you the tranquil haven. 


40. To the Protovestiarios Loukites 


The foolish myth fabricates the story that the inventive 
Daedalus in his attempt to escape from the Cretan Minos ~ as he 
had offended him on account of [his wife] Pasiphae, the daugh- 
ter of Helios - flew with his son Ikaros in an incredible way over 
the Pharian sea, landing on the continent. But in truth, who will 
give me wings like those of a dove to fly and land in beautiful 
Trebizond? I call her beautiful, for she nourishes you, my 
beloved one, as Sappho says. But since this is not attainable, I 


p. 132 
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have recourse to your letters as if they were the swallows of 
spring - words being winged in poetical language. As such, the 
nightingale of your letters may sing sweetly and I will enjoy 
their delightful melody, like Ulysses when he sailed by the coast 
of the Sirens. 

But what a misfortune is evil fate. When I had hoped for 
spring, I met with winter and suffered a terrible shipwreck. And 
that for which an ardent desire had long been labouring was 
swept away by the sea in an instant. Because that man Anemas, 
who was at any moment expected to return back, perished 
“when he had drunk the salt water’”* of Propontis, and with it 
my hopes were blown in the air. And now he is mourned, and I 
bewail the loss. Those winds were indeed evil and cruel and the 
waves that rushed against the prow shattered the three-decked 
freighter, which was laden to the full with an immense, precious 
cargo, together with the crew, and flooded it and sank it to the 
bottom of destruction. 

But may God send us a mild and gentle breeze so that we may 
venture a second voyage with a fair wind, landing in a calm 
haven. 


18. Homer, The Odyssey, tr, A.T. Murray, I, 155, 
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41. To the same 


Those who love grow old in a day ~ this is a Theocritan maxim. 
But I, who happen to be in love, how much do you think I have 
aged, since I have not spoken to you in person or in writing for 
along time, and this although I have chosen to live with you and 
breathe with you? The one is connected with the other, like the 
grandsons of the Homeric Aktor. I have grown older than 
Tithonos, don’t you think, to whom Eos denied her love because 
of his sleek old age, although he was her husband and even older 
than the long lived crow? 

But if you wish that I would become young again and return 
back to life so to speak, like the boiled and revived Pelops or the 
resourceful Ulysses, who descended to the realm of Aidoneus 
and encountered the spirit of the Theban Teiresias, and then 
again ascended to the world above and with the help of the dead 
he consulted the oracles for the living, let your sacred counte- 
nance appear before my eyes, even if only through letters, just 


p. 133 
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as images in a mirror. I would read them quite often and 1 would 
act like a painter who many times during the day unrolls the 
original of his paintings in order to obtain impressions of the 
exact features of the original image, and sketches them so as to 
resemble closely the original. And the ideal form - what do you 
think? - he impresses upon his soul. For when bodies are apart, 
letters are the images of union. 

May I see you God willing with my own eyes. For with my 
spirit ] see you and am constantly with you and as it seems fully 
enjoy the most pleasant company of my most excellent Pro- 


tovestiarios. 


42, To Nikephoros Metochites 


Ifa word of promise becomes a deed it certainly could be a reli- 
able word and could be called so rightfully as it ought. Other- 
wise, it would be like a mere dream or even the shadow of a 
dream, I seem to speak in riddles, but also to a wise man who 
knows how to interpret the twists and subtle turns of riddles. 
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43. To the Megalos Dioiketes 

Most eminent great Dioikete. To what kinds of action does poverty 
induce me to resort or even more, urgent need - whose power is 
uncontested - to what kind of daring does she force me? I do not 
wish to become a burden, yet I become that which I do not wish. 
And that which I am loath to suffer, I am doing exactly that, 1 
know not how. It sounds like a riddle, but what it says is the fol- 
lowing. The winter is bitter but still bitterer is the frost. As with 


regard to old age, it is impossible to say how freezing it is to be 
~ old. Thus, death is no longer a nightmare but a reality that hangs 


over one’s head. Therefore, one needs - as they say, opposites 
heal each other ~ a coat for winter, a fur cloak for the frost, and 
for old age, both. Let me be warmed by at least one of them. 


44, To Nikephoros Metochites 


You are a philosopher and also, as I believe, a teacher of philos- 
ophy - therefore I must be taught by you, whether there is any- 
thing in common between an answer in the affirmative and a 
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negation. I do not know if there is any, but I only know that for 
an affirmation there is a ‘yes’ and for a negation a ‘no’. If these 
two are contrary and do not come to terms, then this is also true 
ofan affirmation vis-a-vis a negation, for both are diametrically 
opposite. if this is so, one should either strengthen the affirma- 
tion or invalidate the negation, and not equate the negation with 
an affirmation and the affirmation again with a negation, both 
of which are clearly contrary. Such subtleties are not matters of 
science, they are measured by the art of persuasion. 


45. To Opsikianos 


Ifthe parents of the children I have educated had bestowed upon 
me gifts and favours for my services, the payment would not be 
any more a gift but a salary for my services. But if someone 
would pay me now that I am not hired, this would rightly be con- 
sidered a gift. And yet this would not be any more a gift, if 1am 
once again hired and express my thanks even more than before. 
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46, To [Konstantinos] Akropolites 

Someone was running in one direction, says the proverb, and 
yet he walked in another. To an extent we have experienced ex- 
actly the same. When the father and friend departed - he was 
to me a friend and to you a father - we vowed to maintain the 
bond which he had created for us and we for him, and to sustain 
this bond for each other. Yet we have, I know not how nor for 
what reason, and as if we had drank the water of forgetfulness 
we betrayed our vow and proved our promises untrue, despite 
the fact that he, just before he died, took our right hands in his 
and joining them together he confirmed our vow and then tak- 
ing leave of us he departed. 

But now I have - bear with me for this small reproach in a 
philosophic way - sought you out in person, and1 also asked you 
through letters many a time and did everything in my power to 
remind you of these pledges. But you “set me at naught,” as 
Homer would have said, and scoffed at Zeus the God of friend- 
ship, thereby hiding one thing in your mind and saying another, 
something that Homer disclaims as unworthy. Having given up 


19. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 23. 
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the hopes that sustained me - just like a ship that has missed its 
harbour and goes down shipwrecked driven upon rocky cliffs 
and reefs - and calling my hopes ‘empty bliss’, | kept myself quiet 
until now, listening in silence to the words of others. But in order 
that this unpleasant situation which has continued so long may 
not prevail completely over our memory, I took the end of the 
cord in hand and am now in search of useful words as a way out. 
[wish you could do the same. If you do not wish to comply, go 

_ your own way and adorn the Sparta which fate has given you. 


When I am absent I am there and being present I am also near 
and from afar I reach you not with the wings of Daidalos but with 
those of the mind. This may be a strange saying, but again from 
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acertain point of view it is not so strange at all. Because this kind 
of wings are attainable by a sincere and well-intentioned soul, 
Last year ~ scarcely a year ago - I requested grain, you con- 
sented to give me some, and then you entrusted the order of the 
offering to Patzopoulos. But he neglected the matter and shortly 
after he passed away, doing an injustice to both of us, for you to 
receive gratitude and for me a favour for which I am now asking. 
Because when I sustain my heart with bread, I could pray even 
more earnestly on behalf of my benefactor. And you being a 
more exacting judge than Aiakos, in no way would you not ren- 


der a promised favour. 


48. To Pepagomenos 


Ihave known you ever since your childhood and also when you 
reached the age of youth, to be a polite, pleasant, and moderate 
young man, who also enjoyed the joys of youth, and now that 
you have reached full manhood, I thought that you might still 
enjoy the same things. Because the nature of most people both 
in youth and in old age is such that they retain unchanged the 
habits with which they grew up. Therefore, I formulated accord- 
ingly my letters to you at that time — polite letters to a polite 
man, pleasant letters to a pleasant man, and sober-minded let- 
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ters to a sober-minded man. But unaware that I was deceived in 
this respect, yea by Zeus the god of friendship, instead of becom- 
ing pleasant, I became burdensome. Now | would employ.a more 
manly style appropriate to a noble, wise, and eloquent man. If 
even now [ am not pleasing to you, I will throw myself down and 
lie where | have fallen, as the bucolic poet Theocritus says. 


49, To Nikephoros Metochites 


The Gospel of the Holy Spirit commands us to ask and receive, 


“while the law of the Holy Writ enjoins that he who has two 


cloaks share with him who has none. You are persuaded by the 
first command and you follow also the second, being generous 
in your disposition, and yet you hold your hand back, something 
that contradicts the two. As for me, how forgiving do you think 
Jam about such matters? But now the sun of charity, from whose 
warmth no one can hide, has woven with the divine weaver’s 
shuttle the outer side of the cloak, which is the visible part, and 
to you has awarded the honour to provide the inner and hidden 
side which is close to the body. In order that you may share his 
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favour, grant the inner side - you shall sew it indeed yourself, 
and | will wear it straight away. 


50. To a noble Akarnanian, an orator and a man of wisdom 


Most noble, erudite, eloquent, and wise friend, I received with 
open arms, as it is said, the letter of your holy and honoured soul 
and disposition - although it was not (written) by your own hand 
- and J have been delighted and at the same time grieved; de- 
lighted because of your letter for which I was long since longing, 
and grieved because you felt greatly pained upon hearing of my 
sickness and woes. But now I bring you the good news so that 
you can rejoice. After I was moderately chastened by the 
Almighty, I have recovered for the better and now feel well and 
am enjoying good health. 

But why in the letters you sent me have you not employed as 
you were wont your refined and learned style of oratory, but in- 
stead a simple and pedestrian message written even by someone 
else’s hand? No, no, I beseech you, do not repeat it again, but as- 
sume again your refined style which is embellished by beauty 
and art, as it is appropriate to your culture, and even more in 
the Queen of Cities, which is girded with the flowers and blos- 
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soms of oratory and with the royal powers of philosophy - I 
mean the famous and superior in piety to the Old Rome, the City 
of Constantine, the greatest and foremost pious Empéror. What 
is Athens in comparison, the once golden city in learning, being 
now just ‘empty happiness’, transformed from a citadel of Hel- 
Jenism to a citadel of barbarism? 

Apply then your natural talent and your art of eloquence so 
that the illustrious sophists of this place may learn that we have 
also nourished a Logios Hermes who regulates his life according 
to the principles of serious learning. In this manner you would 
honour and dignify yourself and your native land. 

May you live in good health under God’s protection, noble 
ornament and adornment of my heart and soul. 
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The discourse is sent to you as it was promised - how could it be 
done otherwise - with much embarrassment, my most wise 
friend, or better said with hesitation, as 1 am afraid of your judg- 
ment. If perhaps it is considered acceptable, the merit should 
not be ascribed to me, but rather to the Virgin, the Theotokos, 
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. who helped me and in whose honour the Oration was composed. 


ifthe verdict is different, the blame should be placed on me, the 
writer, and the rejected piece should be returned after its defeat 
to the creator who sent it out. 


52. To Galesiotes 


If you went through my work, my most wise friend, then you 
have already formed a fair opinion about it; since you would not 
pronounce a partial judgment, just like Aiakos, Minos, and 
Rhadamanthys. In case you have not read it yet, you should do 
so, and if it is acceptable send it back together with you opinion, 
like the incorruptible judge Rhenos, deliberating over genuine 
and false products of learning. But if it is not in good order, cor- 
rect the faulty part and return it. For this would be a proof of 
true friendship. 
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53. To the mighty and holy Emperor 
ina daring act your servant reports to your crowned by God di- 
vine majesty, my most pious and beloved of Christ, mighty and 
holy Lord. At a time when your holy and undefeated kingdom is 
surrounded by innumerable cares and lest I become an addi- 
tional burden to you or appear ignorant of the situation and of 
the accumulation of many and great problems, I have sought an- 
other recourse driven by my poverty. I turned to the nobles, ex- 
pecting to receive some help from them, But I came out like a 
wolf gaping in the air or rather like a bear licking its own paws, 
indulging itself in a new and inexpensive delight. Yet to gnaw at 
one’s own tentacles like an octopus hurts and is painful. 

As if by common agreement all of them turned away, avoid- 
ing me. Being compelled by my needs, I come back like a dog 
that returns to its own vomit or like a river that flaws back to its 
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own source, appealing to your imperial generosity for your kind 
support, being constrained by my needs. 

You shall certainly take pity on me, my most divine Emperor, 
ands the philosopher physician that you are you shall prepare 
the necessary remedy for my cure. 


54, To the Grand Domestikos Kantakouzenos 


To the famous Grand Domestikos, to whom on account of his 
prudence, magnanimity and justice, what other crown would 
suit him better than an encomium of words of praise? The 
wreaths which are made of Arabian perfume and Indian flowers 
wither quickly and disappear into the earth from which they 
emerge. On the other hand, the crowns of virtue remain eternal 
and unfading since they descend from above and when they dis- 
solve they ascend from whence they originated, and for this rea- 
son they are in need of the Muses and Rhetoric. 

For great deeds, as a wise man says, fall into forgetfulness 
and are covered by oblivion if they do not chance to be heralded 
in words, and blossom only at the time of their accomplishment, 
but when their story is recorded in words then the deeds remain 
immortal for eternity. The deeds, however, that have been ac- 
complished with hard work are preserved through the remedy 
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of words and thereby are never to be forgotten. For words by 
their very nature are provided with wings and fly everywhere 
across the earth, praising the ones who accomplish great deeds, 
encouraging others to do the same and excel. 

From such flowers I weave my wreath which | offer to my 
thrice-victorious and Olympic winner, persuaded by Pindar who 
exhorts us that “over our work’s beginning we needs must set a 
front that shines after”. So I cherish good hopes that I shall erect 
upon bright golden columns a more magnificent monument as 
soon as the great domestikos - may God grant the request - 
érosses over the Hellespont and sets foot in Asia and with drawn 
sword attacks the Persians and slaughters others, putting others 
to flight and taking them slaves, giving me the opportunity for 
praise and material for composing his encomia, for in his cam- 
paign he pursues the opposite goal of Xerxes and threatens to 
make Persia a slave to our Emperors and the great Asia a servant 
to small Europe. Then a second Homer will be needed as an au- 
thor for his accomplishments, who will not celebrate in song the 
heroic deeds of Achilles or of Hector or of Aias or even Diomedes 
and other celebrated warriors, but the expeditions, the conduct 
of operations, and victories of the Grand Domestikos, so that 
they will be a memorial for us and future generations. 


vo" 


p. 139 
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55. To the same Grand Domestikos 

The distinguished in dignity Grand Domestikos, more distin- 
guished in the nobility of his soul, but most distinguished be- 
cause he embodies the summit of virtues from which all virtues 
proceed, causes me perplexity me in perplexity, because I do not 
know how to intone the praise of his great and numerous ac- 
complishments. For which of his virtue could he be glorified and 
not become himself its panegyrist, because the praise he re- 
ceives he gives it back in the manifold, lending nobility rather 
than receiving. Where in my heart, says the wise Pindar, has 
been written, the one who is victorious over all by his lofty ge- 
nius? Thinking about it I become dizzy and I would rather prefer 
to keep silent; yet a poet says there are instances where speech 
is more worthy than silence, and there are others again where 
silence is better. I prefer, however, to speak so that good deeds 
shall not be hidden in the course of time nor be swept into the 
depths of oblivion. Sophocles also confirms it thus; “Time in its 
slow, illimitable course brings all to light and buries all again”.” 
In this respect, time does nothing else but what Kronos did, who 
as soon as Rhea gave birth to his child he devoured it. But if 
human accomplishments are put into words, the actions are pre- 


20. Sophocles, Ajax, tr. F. Storr 57. 
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served almost to eternity and moreover they are delivered to 
the ears of people and from there they are conducted to their 
souls in order to be imitated. Being thus engraved on the tablets 
of the mind, they are committed to lasting memory. Even Homer 
confirms this in one of his rhapsodies, when he puts the words 
in one of his heroes saying “my glory shall never die”,* although 
in reality he sings his own praise. 

On account of all this my desire prompts me to take up writ- 
ing and the task dispels my hesitation and assures me of my abil- 
ity. But the distinguished Grand Domestikos, who beside all his 
other merits excels above all in the attainment of the summit of 


“virtues, shall accept my wish - 1 am sure about it - and no less 


my discourse, even if it is a short one, and he shall approve its 
intention, like Christ who accepted the two follies of the widow, 
without taking offence at their worthlessness, appreciating 
much more her displayed intention. In a similar way, the Grand 
Domestikos measures his benevolence, by taking into account 
the intention of the act. 

We must both therefore offer and receive accordingly, For 
your part, you shall now pass over to the other side, and having 
crossed the Hellespont successfully in the opposite direction of 
Xerxes, to conquer and plunder all the Persian lands, driving out 
these same Persians beyond Gadeira, inducing them out of fear 
to flee to remote places, taking their wives and children together 


21. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 309. 
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with their satraps themselves under the yoke of slavery for our 
Emperors, seizing their wealth and treasures as booty. The whole 
of great Asia will be snatched by the hand of the Empefor and 
dragged by the hair to serve as a slave of Europe and then the 
unreconciled enemies will follow next, Europeans and Libyans 
together with their satraps and commanders of phalanxes, lead- 
ers of divisions, captains and armed bands, generals, shield- 
bearers and spearmen, all will bow their iron necks before the 
beautiful imperial feet, lick the dust under his feet, eating ashes 
for bread and mingling tears with drink. 

Authors and orators must set aside the exploits and the mon- 
uments of Heracles and of Dionysus in their discourses and write 
about the accomplishments of the Grand Domestikos. I will my- 
self undertake to write what those authors left out, either be- 
cause they forgot or because they considered the excess of the 
speeches as adverse to the ears. What do I have in mind? Poor- 
houses, support of the needy, assistance to widows, protection 
of orphans, relief of the poor, support of the oppressed and all 
those kinds of similar charities. 

43-44 Muotiv Aelov: locus communis, cf. ex. gr. Apostol. 11, 83 (CPG 
1 538); Macar. 6, 5 (CPG II 189); Karathanasis 43 || 49-50 tpaiorg moat: 
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blessing with my prayers my safe haven. 
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The Greeks have glorified for his generosity and benevolence 
Titus, the famous Emperor, to the extent that there is a story 
written about him: ifhe did not perform a good deed on a certain 
day, he believed that he had not ruled on that day, in this way es- 
tablishing charity as a condition and as a mark of kingship. But 
as to your acts of benevolence, which intellect could recount and 
what kind of writing instruments could transcribe them so as to 
surpass the mind and the power of speech? For you have long 
succeeded in adding trophies upon trophies and victories upon 
victories. As with regard to the charities one can hardly describe 
the greatness of the recent ones in relation to the former. Which 
authors could write about them? Authors like Homer and Pindar 
are needed, as also Herodotus, Thucydides and Plutarch, Cato, 


As for myself I turn now the axle of my mind to the terminus 
and having released the wheel-horses from the chariot and 
pulled down the sails of speech, J sail into the harbor of silence, 
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56. To Loukites, the Protovestiarios of the Trapezuntines 


should someone ask me which pleasure I enjoy most and which 


joy! rejoice or which celebration I celebrate and who might be 


the source of all this, he would hear nothing else but that I praise 
you, the illustrious Protovestiarios and your golden letters, to 
which even the golden apples that Heracles brought as trophy 
from the Hesperides to Eurysthenes cannot be compared. As for 
the gifts dispatched to me, they were in no way inferior to that 
adorned breastplate, with which Agamemnon “next he did on 
about his chest [the corselet] that on a time Cinyras had given 
him for a guest-gift. For he heard afar in Cyprus the great ru- 
mour that the Achaeans were about to sail forth to Troy in their 
ships, wherefore he gave him the breastplate to do pleasure to 
the king”.” 

The twelve bands of the armour were certainly made of gold, 
the same number of gold pieces you have sent to me as a gift. In 
return for which I entrust you to the twelve Holy Apostles, to 
the top two, Peter, the firm stone, upon which Christ, the stone 
of life, founded His Church, and Paul, the resting place of the 
Holy Spirit, that they may protect your body and soul. The re- 


22, [bid., 1, 481. 
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22 Wadhthprov — dexceyopdov: cf. Ps. 32: 2 év Yorenpiw dexaryopdp || 39 
Séppocte Rocyvyevto: cf. Hom. Il. 9, 548 
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: maining ten Apostles, who come after the top two, would cor- 


respond to the five sense organs and powers of body and soul 
and they may even be likened to the ten musical chords, which 
the musically gifted Orpheus of the Church strikes up as a plec- 
trum and employs you like a ten-chord harp in singing spiritu- 
ally his divine hymns. 

The number twelve is to be reverenced then for this reason, 
but not least and for the equal number of the choir of patriarchs 
descending from the patriarch Jacob. But this number is hon- 
oured also by the secular philosophers, who argue about it on 
causal and physiological grounds, because it comprises two 
times six, being made up from its own parts, that is half, one 
third, and one sixth, and is contained within the first decade and 
is considered the first perfect single number. It also represents 
the one anda half of eight. I have not mentioned the three times 
of the four signs of the zodiac sphere, which proportionately 
surrounds the twelve months and completes the cycle of the 
year. But perhaps I have not mentioned other views with which 
philosophers deal and which should be honoured with silence. 

But enough regarding numbers. With the dispatched I will 
dress up woolly leather that keeps away the bitter cold, an 
armor, a shelter and defense against winter snowflakes, so that 
the power of the north wind does not come through the skin 
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and then I will begin and prepare myself for a fervent fight of 
prayers, as you have urged me, and | will call upon you the help 
from Heaven in as much as I can. The excellent Paul - how can 
he not be excellent, whom the most excellent Protovestiarios 
calls excellent? - as he was ina hurry to sail from here back to 
Trebizond, mentioned the Odyssey by Homer, which describes 
the voyage of Odysseus to the Laistrygones, Kikones and Pha- 
jakes, saying that you needed it. But since the sails of the ship 
were already spread out and drawn with ropes on the mast the 
time for searching was ruled out as the ship was departing from 
the port and for this reason it was impossible to turn it back. The 
search for the book will follow later and will be sent in a second 
journey. For the time being, only what is available is being sent 
- that is, a litre of incense, because the monk who makes it did 
not have more than one, believe me by Zeus, the god of friend- 
ship. If he gets first rate musk, he says, he will prepare it the 
coming autumn and send it in the spring. Nor was caviar to be 
found, as they did not catch any mullet at all. To have a yearning 
for the absent and to call him in vain like Heracles did Hyllas, as 
in the proverb, is both useless and unprofitable. 
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May my thrice-longed-for and most excellent Protovestiarios 


pe in good health and live under the protection of God for a very 


long time. re 


57. To the Grand Lagothetes 


And then some providence made a common black bird, the jack- 
daw, so beautiful that it was deemed worthy of the kingdom of 
birds. Yet, those who have attained great prosperity through 
Hermes, nonetheless disregard his servants, who could erect for 
him a golden statue. But would Hermes not be displeased at it? 
Especially when by their origin, position and fortune they can 
help the situation of those that serve Hermes and even set them 
up as peacocks instead of jackdaws and sweet-sounding swans 
instead of croaking ravens. 


58. To the Emperor 


The farmers say the following about the properties of the legu- 
minous bean plant: At sunrise it inclines towards the east, at 
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59. 5 évavtia — dxéopata: cf. adn. ad ep. 33, 3-4 


60. 2-5 mehapyot — drabpéboney: cf. adn. ad ep, 38, 14-16 








TEXT AND TRANSLATION : 225 





high noon, when the sun shines his rays vertically, it turns to 
the sun standing upright, and when the sun reclines towards the 
horizon in the west, it follows him and this happens daily, as if 
it is governed by the illumination, and for this reason it has re- 
ceived this fitting name. I have sent beans to your sovereignty 
so that you may rule from sunrise in the east to sunset in the 


west. 


59. To the Emperor 


When my wheat ran out completely, I had a fever attack. To be 
relieved of the fever I am now in need of barley, which is ap- 
proved for cooling the temperature. But as soon as the fever is 
cooled I am in need of wheat again, because although the two 
are opposed to one another yet they are the remedy for each 
other. Give the order, your excellency, for them both to be given 
to me, as the one will assist the other. 


60. To the student Phokas 


When the storks, birds devoid of reason, take care of their parents 
when they grow old and are in need of sustenance - their care is 
bestowed upon them in that they support the wings of the old 
birds with their own and raise them up, making their flight some- 
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__ what lighter, and they direct them to a hunting ground to feed 
] them, a marvellous provision, so that the antipelargosis has become 
roverbial. But we are created in God’s image and have been 
graced with the gift of reason by which we are set apart from the 
_ jrrational animals and moreover claim that we are enlightened. 
Would we not be denounced then by the irrational birds, if our 
conduct did not agree with that of an intelligent being? 

I give the impression that 1 am speaking in riddles, but the 
answer is now plain. Be informed then that your teacher is faring 
~-4IL, struggling with poverty for the necessities of life. For God’s 
sake and for the sake of scholarship, which you have acquired 
~~ through me, support my old age, either on account of your 
learning or your friendship or some other debt. You know that 
you are indebted to me in many ways. 
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said “one lesson would lead one on to learn a great deal” and the 
proverb confirms it, saying “one is many”. 

I live in the Queen of Cities and yet my affairs get -worse; but 
as the wise Synesios says in his letters, there are places which 
exert a certain influence on the welfare of the people in gaining 
God’s blessings and in changing their fortunes. This holds even 
truer for the mountains, whence help comes. ! have decided to 
depart for the holy and salvation-offering Mountain, where God 
and the Emperor have established you to preside. Then I recon- 
sidered it, lest my venture fail — as it happens also ~ therefore 
another thought prompted me to inquire from you beforehand, 
if after my arrival you will accept me and set me up in a small 
monastery that will provide some rest and support. It is perhaps 
not approved from the very beginning to start with the rough 
side of monasticism, without having a previous training in 
lighter matters, because in this case there is a danger of suffer- 
ing that which Euagrios, the driven away by God, mentions: 
when the soul craves different food, it should be straightened 
by bread and water. But this tenet was refuted by the Father of 
the Holy Climax with another one according to which, he says, 
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when the soul hungers after different food, one should seek out 
that which is a trait to his nature, thereby cutting off first fat- 
tening food, next those that arouse desire, and then-the ones 
that bring pleasure, defining this rule as the best regiment. 

If you agree then, let me know through your holy letters and 
then you will see that even a lame can run, as the proverb says. 
Otherwise, I will stay where ] am, holding my ground, adorning 
the Sparta which fate has given me, and I would not say as 
Themistios “you were better when below, but in ascending be- 
came far worse”. 


62. To the Grand Logothete Metochites 


It is your expressed wish that your dearest son make great strides 
in his studies like a small lion in pursuit of prey or like a sharp- 
sighted small eagle flying upwards to the sun of learning. Let him 
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therefore be attended by a pedagogue who loves learning, who 
has a calling for teaching and believes that nothing is more im- 
portant than education. Because anyone who is eager for learning 
would readily participate in this activity and would even aspire 
to share his experience with others. On the other hand, the one 
who is being educated by such a teacher, even if his mentor should 
be absent will try to behave decently in the street, pay attention 
to his studies in school, and respect the order prevailing at home, 
fearing the return of the pedagogue and his demand for an exact 
account, and that if he has disregarded something that he will be 
deservedly punished. If teachers are to be dreaded, pedagogues 
are to be feared more, living in the same home with the young. 

All of the above I consider as essential and if they are in 
agreement with your philosophy, then I could not be judged as 
arrogant in matters of education or as not advancing your dear- 
est in his studies. 


63. To the Prokathemenos of the Vestiarion 


Thad chosen to keep silent but my need does not allow me, and 
yet when my need prevails my self-respect persuades me to keep 
silent. I am at a loss then which of the two to make use of or 
rather to put forward in order to make the choice. But as the 
saying goes, need is stronger than honour and even the gods 
cannot fight it. I therefore select need and with it I speak out. 
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As an objective arbitrator, show me then your kindness in this 
instance. 

I have wasted a long time in the education of children with- 
out deriving any profit from this service. But now that the 
freighter has become very old and there is a concern lest it run 
aground and suffer shipwreck, I am in need of a helmsman and 
as such the divine power recommends you, who holds the rud- 
der of the Emperor’s treasury. If you would only consent and 
convince the Emperor, I could put my ship into port; and the 
Emperor then imitating god and you the cloud, - from which 
Zeus rained gold down on the Rhodians - having pronounced 
me rich in my poverty, you will support the young people who 
serve Hermes. Otherwise, Hermes together with the youth let it 
go to Cerberus and my school or better said my bile to ruin. Bet- 
ter to win a living as an artisan than by trading words, which let 
off a noise in the air as if from a clanging cymbal. For God’s sake, 
make my letter known to the Emperor. 
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64, To the Emperor 


i have spent a long time teaching children, your imperial 
majesty, and from this accursed service I have had no benefit at 
all. Because what benefit could one gain from vanity or how 
could tranquility ever from confusion, or something straight 
from the crooked? For this reason, I have become weary of teach- 
ing and have decided to be set free from it, yet nothing is easy 
without your agreement. J ask therefore, your majesty, one of 
the two: release from service or an allowance for food from the 
imperial prytaneion so that I can teach poor students and the 
profit may be transferred to your imperial soul. Otherwise, let 
teaching go to its ruin. 


65. To the Grand Logothete Metochites 


When the circumstances speak of themselves as happens in this 
case, a testimony from the outside would be superfluous. The 
good and honourable president of the imperial treasury, who 
truly excels in all other good qualities, in this instance proves to 
be superior also, since he considers what appears superfluous 
to be necessary in this situation. You were prompted to act on 
my behalf on your own, but the president of the imperial treas- 
ury prompts you as well to help me. 
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A person endowed with such qualities would receive many 
blessings from God. But for you and for your character what kind 
of prayer could be offered that would be worth as much as your 
care towards me? Even though your help has not yet been ex- 
tended, nevertheless it should arrive. pecaiise ee assent . the 
Emperor is a good sign along with your disposition ae skill to 
settle matters in an excellent way. Since you ibe willing to act 
on my behalf and your words are most compelling, just as nos 
ofa nightingale sitting on a leaf of an oak tree, the Emperor with 
the help of the almighty will be convinced, and then the pores 
which sits on my head will be taken away, the worst will have 


~~passed, and better times will come. And you in return for all this 


shall enjoy the kingdom of God for all eternity. 


66. To the same 


What are they doing to me, those who force me to the utmost 
to educate their dearest children, without providing me with the 
necessities of life? Moses may have kept silent, but God heard 
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him as if he was shouting at the top of his voice and said to him 
_ “why do you cry to me?’. But I call with a voice like Stentor’s and 
yet I hear neither a faint echo nor the smallest syllable as a re- 


sponse. Is it acceptable then, oh justice, scholarship, and lovers 
of moral beauty that some shut their ears deliberately while 
sit unpaid “making melodies that bring neither food nor feed”? 
Or could someone say that it is acceptable? Yet Moses will tell 
the opposite “you shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading on 
the grain”, and in addition the loud-voiced Isaiah who says that 
the servant should eat and drink. But they - 1 do not understand 
them - do not like to work without pay, and yet they opt that | 
should teach for nothing. 

On the other hand, these same people sit on sacred couches 
and sleep stretched upon ivory beds and Milesian mattresses, 
and when they wake up they are surrounded by a crowd of ser- 
vants, supervisors of their cornfields and wine-cellars, who ren- 
der the accounts of their profits, and others who go to fill full 
their storehouses, which have no more room and are almost 
bursting. My belly on the contrary is narrow and flat, “and with 
a shrunk hand I chafe a swollen foot”,” and my cup is such that 
“his lips he wetteth, but his palate he wetteth not”. And I may 
loudly declaim poetic meters, but profits come from nowhere. 


23. Hesiod, Works and Days, tr. H.G. Evelyn-White, 39. 
24. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, HI, 491. 
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So like the proverbial wolf 1 am gaping in the air and like the vul- 
tures 1 become pregnant with air. 

But if the well-to-do would help out, I would ali do well, oth- 
erwise, “rivers would run backwards”. 


67. To the son of Patriarch Ioannes Glykys 


Sons ought to pay their fathers when the latter pass the thresh- 
old of old age, for bringing them up, and no less ought students 
to pay their teachers a worthy compensation, especially when 
they have been favoured by good fortune like you. But since you 
took hold of good fortune and I the worse, we must support each 
other to attain the best. For my part I shall pray for you that you 
may run the magnificent chariot of your good fortune a straight 
course with a fair wind from start to finish of the race. As for 
you, you should take care of your teacher, the charioteer, and 
not let him suffer the fate of Myrtilos. It is easy to make your 
teacher happy if you wish to use your power for the good. Any- 
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one who possesses the will and the power can easily carry out 
deeds which would bring honour to the benefactor and wealth 
to the recipient. But if one of the two is missing, success s diffi- 
cult to attain. But since you possess the good will and the power 
also - may you enjoy for ever a still greater power, yes, you, 
guardian of [imperial?] power -, there are several means and 
ways to be truly happy about which J am going to speak now. 
strong love for the fatherland burns in everyone and the bond 
is similar to a boat attached to a ship, which at times rescues the 
ship and at others is rescued by it. My passion for the fatherland 
is indeed stronger than anyone’s — you can imagine - and it is 
for this reason that 1 have taken the family name of Hyrtakos. 
At any rate, being consumed by passion for the fatherland, | 
thought that a relief for my love would be to become the holder 
of one of the many small monasteries established on the moun- 
tain of Kyzikos, so that on the one hand I can strengthen my 
bond to the fatherland, and on the other dedicate myself to a 
sacred purpose, which someone who hears it can perhaps judge 
as dear to God, I also asked the Patriarch about my decision and 
he, being swift and prompt for a good cause, consented and 
ruled within a short time to examine the plan. 

The matters that lay ahead are work for you, who is compe- 
tent in logical argumentation and can bring the plan to comple- 
tion. Indeed, you shall not consider proper that strangers are 
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deemed worthy of the patriarchal rewards and your teacher sits 
without a gift, his heart sunk in sorrow. None of that to me from 
you, wisest and dearest soul. If you wish, I will tell you and you 
can accomplish the request. Of the three small monasteries 
under consideration, one is dedicated to the honourable Archis- 
trategos of the spiritual and divine host, called Asomatos, being 
a patron saint of those in the flesh, another is devoted to the 
holy great martyr Georgios, named thus by a certain Sgouropou- 
los, thereby indicating his relation (by name) to the Martyr, and 
the third is called by the surname Karydion, its location being 
appropriate for withdrawal from the world, but otherwise easily 
attacked by pirates as it is situated on a remote coast - but may 
the prayers of the Patriarch, like the psalms of Moses in the past, 
drown them in the Hellespont. I know, I know well that the Pa- 
triarch will gladly grant the favour to his beloved son, and you 
will in turn give it to your teacher, 


68. To the Prokathemenos of the Vestiarion 


Be friends with the friendly and benefit the benefactor, suggests 
Hesiod. You love me and 1 also love you, but the benefit you be- 
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wed on me I could not reciprocate. Therefore may God repay 
you for your beneficence, because He supplied you with the 
means to benefit me and in return for your benefaction-he may 
offer you the entire reward. 


69. To the Parakoimomenos Apokaukos 


“Read me the name of the 
Olympic victor, the son of 
Archestratos, where it has 
been written in my mind”,® 
this prooimion of the hymn dedicated to Hagesidamos has been 
composed by the wise Pindar. He had promised him a hymn, 
then he forgot his promise and when he remembered it again, 
he called upon his Muse Melpomene and the singers who sing 
to the lyre to tell him where Hagesidamos was registered in his 
mind. They say the soul is divided to three parts and in the same 
way they say that the mind is composed of three parts: memory, 
imagination, and forming opinions. 
But let Pindar reason about these matters as a philosopher. 
As for me, I greet my magnificent prince, the unrivalled I say 


25. The Odes of Pindar, tr. J. Sandys, 111. 
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16 8067} — xapdtonv: cf. Prov, 27: 21 || 18-19 TH pynpy, — obverse: cf. Synes, 
ep. 149 (p, 267, 10 Garzya) ‘Huiv det xat dreday emdquetc cH v-valy, || 25-26 
orkawov —roesPutixdy: cf. Mich. Psell. Orat. funebr. in patriarch. Const. 
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ee eee s_  e'_ 
parakoimomenos, the precious mind, the kind sul the upright 
-¢n heart, not only through the three parts of my mind, but also 
ooh all my soul, mind, and heart [I greet him] as ifhe were pres- 
nt in my thoughts and though absent, lives ever-present in ny 
: mory. And no matter where he is residing, I can never get him 
- of my mind ~ not the least recalling the period J was teach- 
ing, when many students came to me to be rauahe and among 
them the first who excelled as a genius and in his camessies 
was the Parakoimomenos, qualities from which the sciences de- 
rive their strength. By the time he became an adolescent, he no 
more had the frame of mind of an adolescent, but that of a ae 
and adult man, clearly steadfast, noble, of sound mind and Le 
clined for instruction at the same time. When he was reading 
the Homeric rhapsodies, he would recite them with such eee 
that it was as if they had been engraved in his memory from his 
childhood years, or had learned them by heart as the mudiniests 
of the alphabet. And when at some time the need arose to obtain 
alittle respite from the toils of learning, he did not turn to the 
theaters, the hippodrome, or to crowds and merriment, but in- 
stead frequented sacred festivities. He went to the imperial our 
only to become known by the Emperor and then in a dignified 
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and solemn appearance. Naturally he was guided by the prayers 
ofall, fathers, teachers, relatives, colleagues, and other lovers of 
virtue. And indeed, he proved worthy of their prayers.and the 
time yet to come showed what kind of man he was. 

How then can one get out of his mind a man of such a char- 
acter and disposition, of such morals and kind manners? And if 
he did, would he not be justly condemned for having wronged a 
righteous man? Having no other gifts worthy of this man to 
offer, | extend to him the only thing I have, my hearty wishes. 
And he, being himself a philosopher, would not forget me, not 
only as his teacher but, I dare say, as also a friend who happens 
to be in need. 


70. To the Prokathemenos of the Vestiarion 


The proverbs say it is a bad thing for both the old woman who 
has learned to eat dry figs and the bitch that became accustomed 
to gnaw leather. But 1 am in a worse situation and more burden- 
some than the old woman and the bitch, this I know quite well, 
being troubled by life and injustice although I had chosen to 
keep silent and not to create problems to anyone. But as they 
say, “against necessity not even the gods make war” and again 
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“the hearts of the good may be turned”, I therefore changed 
my attitude towards what seemed to me good and thus gave up 
my silence, driven by necessity to speak. Because neither if I 
could would I, nor if 1 wished could I keep silent, since I stand 
against life and injustice, which are both terrible. Yet not even 
the mighty Heracles would have been a match for two, the Karki- 
nos and Hydra, in his fierce struggle, had he not had the help of 
Jolaos. But to whom could I turn for help in the struggle | carry 
on if] am not supported by God the savior and you? 


Life is then like the unstable crab which walks sideways, and 
injustice is clearly like the many-headed Hydra, whose heads 


when chopped increase in number and become even worse un- 


expectedly multiplied - time propagates them as the cause of 
suffering. No one could cut them off completely unless the 
mighty God, warding off all evil, beforehand wipes out the life 
which moves like the crab sideways, and in this manner left with 
the injustice alone, he cuts the throat entirely of the helpless 
and easily subjugated Hydra. 

As for myself I sway back and forth as if on a pair of scales, 
inclining both ways on the balance, one time towards need, the 
other towards shame, unable to choose which of the two will pre- 


26. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, II, 121. 
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‘vail Because if] tip the one side, the other pulls in the contrary 
direction downwards, and again the same happens with the other 


when I try the other side. It is not possible to balance the two in 
q straight line. I want to place more weight on shame, then the 
side of need draws in the other direction. I choose to favour this 
one? Then I see the other trying to strangle me. | consider then 


_ onlyone possibility for balance, namely if the marker who stands 


like a charioteer in the middle of the weighing scale would settle 
the weighing with the art of persuasion, reconciling need with 
shame, making my petition more convincing. Persuasiveness like 
a bystander would help to meet my needs. 

Time has shriveled my clothes and it is yet summer season. 
It will be still worse during the harshness of winter, which will 
arrive soon and when he will prepare his quiver without delay, 
sharpening and polishing his arrows - you know what kind of 
arrows - stretching his bow and letting the shooting to the Thra- 
cian winds, which are like well-aimed archers who can hit the 
mark and shoot at the enemy. Before the attack we must then 
make preparations for the defensive weapons: Shaggy hide that 
keeps away the bitter cold, an armor, a shelter and defense 
against winter snowflakes, so that the power of the north wind 
does not come through the skin. 

But these are the exploits of winter. At this time we have the 
deeds of autumn, namely the rites of Dionysus, the bacchic revel- 
ries of the vine, the grape-gathering, the noisy fermentation of 
the new wine, the preparation of the earthenware and of the 
wine-jars, the other cares and pursuits, which are for the grand 
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eat and for the lesser small and about which humans are ex- 


cited. But for those that have nothing at all the surplus of cares 


belongs more to them because they are more anxious than the 
wealthy, and I am one of those that belongs to this category. But, 
bless me, the providence of God does not exclude from its care 
even those who are poor, because it entrusts their concerns to 
faithful stewards so that each can be of service to the other. But 
what is even more novel and provident is that those that have 
nothing to offer give more than those that have, receiving from 
them less but offering in return much more, and instead of earthly 
giving eternal. It is indeed worthy of a great reward a man to help 
his fellow man, a rich man the poor man and on account of it to 
receive God as his debtor, who clearly proclaims, “as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me”. 


71. To Nikephoros Metochites, the son of the Grand Logothete 


Your deed is that of a philosopher, that is to have reached a neg- 
ative decision earlier and afterwards changing your mind to a 
positive proposition to put it into action. This is indeed a trait 
of a philosopher, to change a decision from the worse to the bet- 
ter, Because “the heart of the good may be turned to a good 


p. 152 


260 


10 


15 


20 


tadevw: cf. Hesiod. Op. 546 nthov éyety doxnrdv, tv’ abecter wh xatadedy [I 
10-11 meprixeparatocc owtnptou: cf. Is. 59: 17; Ephes. 6:17 xat thy meprxe= 
podatav coi owrnptov séEacBon || 14 éxatdov — dpaputav: Hom. IL 5, 744 || 
15 oddév tepdv: cf. adn. ad ep. 8, 38 || xuvény “Adou: cf. Hom. I. 5, 845 


6-7 ode yap — xatavedorc: Hom. Il. 1, 526-527 || 8-9 doxntov — xo 


THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS TEXT AND TRANSLATION 261 




























cause?” “no word of yours may be recalled no longer, nor is 
false, nor unfulfilled, whereto you bow your head”.* You have 
xeparig doxnroy Thay, “Hovddey retobelc tH copa), méroy- sent me, following the wise Hesiod, a shaped cap of felt to keep 
pas, WY date in xatadedw. &ye & devel tod mtAou thy’ dy my ears from getting wet. With what could repay your kindness 
in return for the cap that would be deserving, if not with my 
best wishes, which are offered to you like a helmet to keep you 
safe and a crown decorated with virtues like a treasure rich in 
blessings? The helmet of Athena which Homer praised as a great 
fine golden object, “fitted with the men-at-arms of an hundred 
cities”,”’ I consider it not sacred but as “the cap of Hades”.*° Your 
‘Athena indeed does not emerge in full armor from the head of 
Zeus - a silly and absurd story - but from the undefiled wisdom 
of God; she is truthful, an everlasting prudence, heavenly and 
eternal; moreover, fully-armed and unconquered, she is capable 
of vanquishing both visible and invisible enemies. 

Such a sacred headband, such a tiara, such a diadem I pledge 
to my gloriously triumphant Olympic winner, Herakles. 
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Dwxk gorcnry 72. To the student Phokas 























_ He whose memory is guided by God and whose tongue is moved 
toreport to the Emperor only the good, it would be superfluous 
to prompt him to speak now that he has taken upon himself the 

initiative. May God then inspire your tongue while I keep silent, 
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73. To the student Loukites, 
the Protovestiarios of the Trapezuntines 


<oy'> 
Aouxizy povrnry mpwtoBeottapl TpomeCouveluy 


Splendid letters came to us from Trebizond sent by the Protoves- 
tiarios, the excellent Loukites, reporting good news about him. 
i opened them and read them many times and | derived great 
pleasure — believe me - both with his good fortune and his well- 
written letters. I admired the author of the letter and at the 
same time pronounced happy the blessed in learning, the golden 
city of the pious Constantine the Great, the most prosperous 
Queen of Cities, the Metropolis of all the prosperous cities, which 
gives birth and raises orators and philosophers and not the least 
leading astronomers ~ I set aside all the other philosophical 
trends regarding either our piety and nobility or Greek science 
~and in the dissemination of the sciences to all the other cities 
the Queen of Cities surpasses even that old golden Athens of the 
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607 THe “EAAnvidoc ematqung —, xot tots houmoite ETO 
dtdotoay tay méAew into t&c Topas xa ypuacs éxetvac 
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p. 153 *ABAvee TedkAcue MOTE: HOELTTOUS 77D VOV | eesesseserssenene past. Because now the best... 


- he lyre of Apollo. “Strike the chords then and begin the pleasant 

song”. And if ever the cicada happens to accompany somewhere 
< on earth one who sings praises, it will add to the tune of the 
“melody, as in the case once with Lokros. Beloved of God, in good 
nealth, may you have a prosperous life and may with God’s bless- 
ing your “children prattle around your knees”.” 


Muwvos odousyyos. xed Sh wires xat oputtwv xohdy 
deldorg xv Teve Tou xate yay atvatay cupPaty térTe, 

20 « dvardypurcer tO tod wédous dvdixAnuc., xabamepst mote 6} 
De 
Aoxpé). Geoprans, Epoupévos, evdaluwy StaBrwing xe cor 
Totl youvao. moldes mammaoatev, TOU xpetttovos evdo- 


XNOAVTOS. 


<0d'> 


oy’ T@ peyddw Aoyobéry 76 Metoxlry 74. To the Grand Logothete Metochites 


Solomon, that instrument of wisdom, had in a wise way ap- 
pointed the appropriate time for everything, to laugh and weep, 
to keep silence and to speak, and in nearly the same way the 
tragic poet Euripides had said “silence is sometimes better than 


Loropé ev éxetvos, 7d thie cowias dpryavov, xoupots Exct- 

i t ~ ~ 6 f \ ~ 

ators th Tedcpope cowiis Sratpdly, TH te yolperv xotl TH) 
Rumelabon, tH te avy&v nod TH Aeyetv, MapamAnotug OE nos 

5 6 tpayixds Evourtdns, Méywv gott wey ov ovyn xpelttwv 


18-19 gopuitwy — deldors: cf. Hom. Od. 1, 155 wopiteay dveBdrero 
xahov detSety || 19-21 téct1E — Aoxpéi: cf. Clem. Alex. Protr. I, 1 (53, 8-11 
Mond sert) “Pyyvuton yopdh 7 Aoxpis: Epintectan 6 cern cH) Guy@ . 
xot to térrryos tH dopa Somasdpevos 6 Mdd¢ Thy Aelmoucay aver i= 
pwasv Yoodiy || 21-22 xa cor — maxmmdacev: cf. Hom. Il. 5, 408 oudé tt 


pty Teaides moth youvact mareme&oucty 
16 ypsittovs LPdTheil || post paginam 152 unum seu plura folia ar- 
chetypi codicis excidisse videntur 


74, 3-4 tip te yalpety ~ deers cf. Eccl. 3:45 3:7 31. Cf. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, 1, 225. 
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pthdcopoy, dp BGs Tots Tpdyucor Storey xo drarpotiy dor 
ote, oUToté U’ depioet BéAtia6” Optheovrar, patty’ dv Néstwp 
c 
10 6 TIdAtos. uqvinacter ouyve, yerreptace Zorxdror voadecar: 
Tad tHe aF¢ deorxvodvrat Aaprpdtntos wor’ emtorddvar 
ier 
Teotdele Tov plAtatoy, Tc LEV Guy xexpounéver TUNE Dopdryt, 
o 
got & & xeet Optwitepov xobixvoumsve, 
\ ~ : ~ Ao OY > : 
Tpd¢ totic tive ue Sety duyny eye, ef Lun ouvadety 
: s ; a me 
15 Guetute) wndév te toll PLATaétou maOOLEAELYs dona TAY 


Zx000! Sy. Of Od GON cA che ak = : 
AxOUTAL LOU ELLXPOV. Of TOO God TO THs ons aoy as Taberng S 


édocuvovtec Source TOAAnY met Tov “Hout xat cove “Epuoy 
Beocmovtac émedelxvuvto Todvouey, otxobéy te xext Toy Boor- 
Auda Tputavelwy droortiCovtes, xdvredOev edxherorv pay 

20 Eautoic, tote 8° eddoxwovtory mopiCovtec. ty’ obv tobe Torhon- 
TEpous Exact, Tog 8 Huddy got). Mouth exeivas, 6 moly 
Leva sv Noyobérne, ita 52 xeut TewtoBeatidotos, 08 toy 
"Yodday, ody 6 xomxhetou Xohnwparomovroy Baorkxby at- 
TrpEesio HEiwaav, ody baov otdy 7” eddatudvacys Bydy d8 

25 Mpeg Tivos xorl mdOev, ef [en ov xorl TO ody Mpovoncetert pov 
prdacapoy xat Baorixtic dEteioes xndeproviac; tote S, tote 
Hal YwAd Sper Ted¢ Spopov. ef 8 ody, gppétw oxodn, éopdy- 
tw Adyot- Bou Bovoicou pehiost uot. | 





5-6 got — Adyos: cf. adn. ad ep. 32, 5-619 olsote — GurAgovro: cf, Hom. 
IL 1, 261 xat o¥ mrord p ot -y’ &BgprCov || 10 peqvouocta — vupedeoot: cf. adn. 
ad ep. 15, 28-29 || 17-18 “Eou.od Gepdmovrac: cf. adn. ad ep. 7, 40-41 
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speech, and speech sometimes than silence”. Having been con- 
yinced by both I kept my silence when | ought to have done so, 
but now on this occasion I speak. Your philosophic mind, accord- 
ing to which you arrange and analyze matters, will never regard 
me with contempt when I propose the best, as Nestor of Pylos 
would put it. Your frequent messages “like winter snowflakes” 
arrive one after the other from your eminence, inquiring about 
the progress in school of your beloved son, some mixed with a 
certain cheerfulness, others coming in a stricter tone. 

But with regard to your messages, how should I react, know- 
ing that the education of your beloved is not neglected? I only 
beg you to listen to me a little. Your predecessors who run the 
chariot of State showed great care for schools and for those who 
teach, financing their support either with their own means or 
from the imperial treasury, thereby securing fame for them- 
selves and for the others, prosperity. And in order to leave out 
the older, 1 will mention the recent ones. Did not the famous 
Mouzalon, former Megas Logothetes and then Protovestiarios, 
honoured with an imperial stipend Hyaleas, and the supervisor 
of the office of Kanikleion do the same with Chalkomatopoulos, 
making them both prosperous as best as they could? Who then 
will take care of me and whence will help come if your philo- 
sophic mind is not concerned and does not accord me the priv- 
ilege of imperial protection? Then you will see that even the 
lame can run! Otherwise, to hell with school and to hell with 
books. I will take care to earn my livelihood as a labourer. 


32. Euripides, Orestes, tr. A.S. Way 179. 
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75. 13-14 amd wyhod — guroye: cf. Ps. 39:33 68:15 || 14-15 2x cay — 
every Gfivod ret cf. Ps, 24:17 2x tédv dvecryxdy pou dyoryé pe 
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Te Baordet 75. To the Emperor 
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"Eott vay év povdary 6 8 zédetoc, yevviiv adtdc Eoutoy by Among the single numbers the number six is an even perfect 
number, because it is made up of its own parts, 1 mean, three, 
two and one, which upon being added produce the perfect num- 
per six, which being four times multiplied yields the nome 
twenty-four. And contrariwise, four multiplied six times attains 
the same number. Four times multiplied by six I have sent to 
your majesty ina symbolic way the fruit of the pomegranate so 
that you, the three reigning Emperors, may have a fourth co- 
emperor, In this manner the universal four-sided union would 
be governed in a perfect way by four excellent ones, protected 
by a pious four-emperor joint rule. 

As for me, I address to you, the anointed of the Lord, the same 
words the ancestor of God David had uttered to God: “draw me 
out of the miry clay ” lest I become stuck in it and “bring me out 


of my distresses”. 


usody oixeton, Aeyw dh tprdlv, duo te xeul Evds, énsp, xobethe 
ouvtiOéueva, tov BE téherov araptiCovaty be, TETPUKLS Guy- 
tiOEuevos, yews Tov eixoatoy tétaptoy dpr8udy. xa Tou. 
Tad, denne 6 teooupa. cuumepartol Tov adtdv. toltov dh dy 
bordic yevnucctu EEdxec TET OUD Gov TH xpdTeL coup 
Bokixtic, wo av tpeis BaorAevovtes xetl Tétaptoy ouuBaor- 
Asvovta oxointe obit yap dv éx tertkpwy tehelenv corer’ dy 
Storxdtto H xoomtxh tetpdmAcupos TAYpwots, TetpaPaorhety 
TrEptppoupouLL.evy DrAcucepel. 

*Eywye 0, otc 6 Geomratuo AaBid mods Osdy, tots adrote 
Ypipon Teds sé, tov too xuptou xptatév- dard mod toc 
puobiivat us, Wve uh gumayed xed 2x cov avayxiy pou 
EeveyOivad ve. 
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ae’ TS Baod 76. [To a court official] 
1 


‘Among people there is a reluctance to give (pheido) but there is 
also persuasion (peitho). They are both pronounced o ea 
the same way yet they are different in their ieauinent indeed 
from persuasion could result mercy and from miserliness, 
struction. One must therefore adhere to persuasion and avoid 
stinginess. Since then from stinginess the Emperor does not de- 
‘tive joy and you draw pleasure from persuasion, you can per- 
suade the Emperor, whose vanguards are justice and mercy. 


"Eott pdv ev dvOpurmors garded, Zort 88 xeud retlw, meptoe Udy 
TH MpoHape, damon 5é tH Stoop’, cimep &x merOatie va yee 
vot’ ay Eheoc, &x perdolic 8 SAeBpac. det Sh toryapoty Eyectoy 
5 ev metGode, dé yeoOon S& werdotic. brrerdh colvuy yale ii 
t 7 os TEX t iS. EF HT KALE Ley 
6 Baotheds 0 werdot, yerloete 88 ob mevOot. Sivn mel by 
NEUE ge » KOLDELS 7 OL, 7 CELY TOY 
Borsrdda., ob Sixccoadvn xoct Zheog TooTopevovtat. 


<ol!> 


og! T@ xavixdetou 77. To the epi tou Kanikleiou 
4 


My suffering is no other but is actually the same as the myth re- 
lates of Tantalos, who was hanging over a lake burning from 
thirst, unable to drink and destroyed by fire, thus paying the 


oF: 4 ba ' sho , a) a \ > og 
YO OE TE TOT’ av Erepov dow TeGos, St wh tardy, Sep 

6 ubos olde tov Tevrachov, Huoproben wey el uve other 

preypatvovta, uy deduvnévoy Sé met Extetyyavicbon xout 


76. 1 epistulam imperatori falso attribuit scriba [7 dtxotoadvy — tep0- 
Topeviavra: cf, Ps. 88:15 Sixatocdvy ... Zreoe xexh ahyBere rooTmopeicovton 


77. 3-9 cov Tévrehoy — dxohdotus: cf. Eust. Comm. Od. 1, 436, 34- 
41 reid uve Geoig tiv drropéytu petéduixe tots Gurttt ... tidy 6 ye 
TAnoLeVOV Aupetobor adrdy odpavod péoov xo fie of pv aitlay cic xo- 
)dcews elroy xal abtol chy mooaey ide SnOetooy, xet} udrtote Thy &xdkwotov 
e nl , HOLL f } 
yitiooay; cf. Karathanasis 31-32 TavrcAou Tiwotoc 
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16-17 paxaptay xeviv: cf. adn. ad ep. 46, 20 || 19-23 xed uchy ‘Yodeas 
— Reprijy dtd cold: cf. supra ep. 74, 21-24 





5 navepas LPdTheil || 21 ouxvav LPdTheil || wav (pro pay) LPdTheil 


THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS TEXT AND TRANSLATION 273 






























harsh penalty the father Zeus imposed upon him. Banqueting 
rogether with the gods, judged worthy of sharing a common 
table as equal and being initiated in their mysteries, he then de- 
scended from there and living together with the people on 
earth, transmitted what he had seen and heard with a loose 
tongue. But I do not know why on earth, although my tongue is 
restrained and praises highly the Emperor and the wise men, } 
pay a penalty similar to that of Tantalos; | live among the rich 
and yet I am besieged by poverty and assailed by cruel, city-de- 
stroying privation, and yet these wise men were ina position to 
persuade the Emperor - not to say themselves - to grant a ben- 


> ‘ 
Tivety dlany mexody mde Ard tod matpds: Geois yco avy 
nuebuevoc. xowie coereine Atlas Zveyy 2 
SHES xowins spomecne ata’ Exwv toov xa uuoro| 
a Fos 2d mw ~ 
mmpooevos, ett’ Exellev xortutwy xok totg xd&tw ouvdteTedys 
a XY ee an + 2 ~ t : 
vos, & sv Ewoor, & & Axpotiro, yhurry dterdpOpevev dxohy 
le re ee ee t ie 
atw. éyo 3d, obx of’ 6 1. uobuby, yéietory vay xexonaoudyy 
> ~ 2 t 
honey, errouvetiy 6¢ Baorhéns xaTax OOS dvOowy te Toby, 
et var 
dtuny tony tivo Tovecthey, uetath moutodvteay meToMap 
i feNe ge cS ae 
nuevos Trevig. xetl ateppoiic evdetacs BadAduevos Eerdheci 
2 ~ \ ~. ~ l 
dvdpisy xo taiita copéiy, | Baordgor Suveévoy metOety ebeg 
Be A Steg Cs 
yetely — 26) yao gel Exutous. 
re i © ~ — 
Kat why mretous umoxptvonevol ine orev, aArtety ds 


~ ‘ 
Usidrov xpuBdyy teyveruevor, woccchoroy Hy ryro xo porno, efit to me. 


Furthermore, many pretend to love me, but they actually 
contrive to injure me secretly, and they consider me fortunate 
and pronounce my empty happiness blessed, saying that the 
Emperor and the magistrates have made me wealthy, but I de- 
plore my situation when I think of my bad luck. Yet, when that 
person Hyaleas was teaching he was sustained by the imperial 
treasury, receiving gold regularly up to the time of his death. 
And Chalkomatopoulos likewise - but there is no need to men- 
tion the wealth he received on account of you. If the Emperor’s 
care could also be passed to me through your intervention and 
we could stand before the imperial manger, then it would be pos- 
sible both to serve as a teacher in the school and to gather stu- 
dents. Otherwise, to hell with the young students, to hell with 
the discourses, the Muses and the school. It is possible to live 


plow xevy paxcpiCouct, odoxovres @ABIGboe mos te Bar 
Aéws Teds te Sh tédy ey réher- Eye 8° Suoutdv tohaviCu, thy 
guy duadaovioy Stavoodpevoc. xeth uny Yodéees éxetvac dr= 
Scoxwy tev Baoraexdiy Toutaveluy dreartiCeto xeth Ypusioy 
ouxvey Eopitero udypr 7H Yoedv éhevtoupy sey. 8 ys why 
Xodneatémovros — KAA tt Sel xodk Aéyet drrdoov etSon- 
povias tavdol meprty Sed cods Fy ov xa Tpdbg husks 7 Paci- 
ews Tedvotee Sid cod Ora Pein xa mapa patyny ototiey 
Bactrerov, obx Eo6” Swe ody! xad tov Adoytoy “Epuy Gepa- 
t * x ao z 
ae ee xopev aunty oumatalngier at & ovy, 2opétw pay 
PULNS euTOLs véots Oytevoucty, Eoodvtwy Adyot, Motoul ce 
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78. 3cf. adn. ad ep. 38, 19-23||10 008’, ei — yvuuny: Synes. ep. 138 
(241, 11-12 Garzya) adrdc dé, ef wh mixpov einetv, ouvdtecrnouc TG) TOR 
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the life of a labourer. | will join that class and perhaps I may be- 


come happier. 


xab oyoAh. Bort xo Trood Baveudoors Bedivon: éxetvou yevotu 
i 7 ery 
a: ¥ 5 
TOU XOLULOLTOS, Kaul EVvOLUnY Lows eUdoLLLovertEoos. 


<on'> 
Aouxity powrnti mpwtovotaples 
xat TowtoBeotiaplw TpameCouvttwy 


78. To the student Loukites, 
Protonotarios and Protovestiarios of the Trapezuntines 


You have read, my wise head, that Alexander the Macedonian 
was an expert arbiter in settling matters and in answering ques- 
tions. When his father Philip asked him which of the two he 
loved more, his teacher or his father, what did he answer? The 
teacher. Upon this he brought forth an explanation for his an- 
swer, saying that his father had given him life, but his teacher 
assured him a noble life, thereby offering a greater share to the 
teacher and by making a perfect distinction he proved an objec- 
tive arbiter. But you, “you seem to me to have changed your 
character along with your abode” thus erasing us from your 
memory. Because, tell us, for God’s sake, why do you have such 
a grudge against us so as to withhold your letters, although we 
have the desire to listen to them even more than Ulysses heard 
the sweet melodies of the Sirens. You will perhaps say that you 
do not have a lot to say, and that you are not practiced in letter 
writing, being together with non-Greeks, people who have no 
share of Greek learning or, if this is not the reason, that you have 


‘Adetavdpoy pv dvéyyng tov Maxeddva, com) xepahn, 
Tay LaTWY xo muoLaTIY draLtyTHY TepLdéctov: DiAlremoy 
yap tot matpds Epou.évou drrdtepav duooly wAgov orhely, tdy 
Tandeut hy 7 TOY TeATEpOL, OLov drExplvacto; Tov TaLdeUTHY. xed 
thy oltioy Exyveyxey, eimiy tov matépe ue cic TO elvan, Toy 
mondeutny O° et TO av etvon mapayayely, doug TO TAZov tH 
Toudeuty xo Oredw dorativdny dopenns xateoTy doatytye: 
Lp 2a jenauias ' ee ie aes ap 
oud, et uy mexpov gpeiv, cuvdtéotyoas TH TOMW Thy YveEny 
xoul TOU pvnovos nds Eworpdntang etme veo, mpdc tou 
Ocob, tt tiv coy ypapudrw NUly toadbrov epGdvnauc, xab 
torte TAZov Eqtewrévors dxnxoevon Heo "Oduccets tiie tay 
, ~ L 2» ~ eee: 
Lerojve Aryupsic gupreAetocc; goeic, TH [27 hoywv ebtopely 
too 3 ~ L 2 i of \ 4 
ur’ ovv debtéic Exe guoews EmotéAraty, dite O} suv 
dvdpaow ody “EAAnot 00d’ ehrnvexiic matdelac wetéyouot 
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7, xev un colt, HAAG TE) MOOI TOvUdTUN Te tOTOLy} 
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: been besieged by many concerns? But I can testify that in the 
first instance you are a practiced letter writer ~ because you are 
_ by nature capable both to speak and write ~ regarding the sec- 
ond, you would know better yourself. 

~ But if you wanted it you would have stolen some time from 
our affairs and given a little to friendship to your teacher as 
well. But now as the proverb says you have as a pretext Patroklos 
and you try through a suitable fiction to paint the face of truth 
and hide it behind a theatrical mask. You do not escape fromuns, 
my good fellow, you will not convince me, even if you convince 
me. Because how do you write to the Loukites clan, addressing 
them long letters, and do the same with the rest of your com- 
rades and friends, “yet you have me abide thus in want” and 
overlook me, leaving me without a gift of honour. 

But when some arrive here from Trebizond, we ask them in 
our own way about you and, as they say, we learn of your affairs 
from the stars and not from letters. And surely, upon receiving 
good news, we leap with joy and clapping our hands in applause 
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20 Seutépou 8 dey eideine adede. 
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23-24 [drpoxhov npdgacty: Diogen. 7, 47 (CPG 1294); Apostol. 14; 8 
(CPG II 606); Karathanasis 29-30 |Salzmann 14 || 26 03 dAGere: cf. Hom: 
Ul. 24, 562 ob8é we AvPets || 26 o8d8 rretcere — metone: cf. Aristoph. Plut. 600 
| 28-29 éu — deuduevov: cf. Hom. I. 1, 134 ata iy’ adturs Hobo Seud= 
pevov || 31-32 dotoaow — onuouvopeta: cf. Synes. ep. 7 (28, 6 Garzya) &etpore 
TH xa? Ousis onotvesber; Apostol. 4, 12 (CPG I! 312); Karathanasis 92/ 
Salzmann 88 





23 xa tO tig magoustae LPdTheil || 25 tov (pro 76) LPdTheil 33. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 13. 
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Awove, wer sleonutas xal xpdtov oxtotouey xal Th taj 
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Tada, mapa ystAac 8 é¢ Uetodxtn, xa evuYhy Ayou thy f li these h nished 
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xpeittw. viv dé ppotda: talita maod col. 
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45 otivonot yAdieta, dpdowy, ev tof, od Simeone: wev 0888 Lap- 
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eyty & duet touring 8 eby tiv con xouvov suprov dpavis. 
"Eppwnrévoc ebdonprovalyyc, morholig Ate meordpopoiic be- 

dBev PpoupoUUeEvoc. 


gift, | shall weave a new vestment for you of prayers. 


tection during the many cycles of the sun yet to come. 


33-34 ta thiv éxmenAnyuevoy — Botivtes: cf. Lib. ep. 9, 1 (XI p. 570, 
2-3 Foerster) wy oddele Hy 8¢ obx Breda te xoet eBda xo mewra Bou te THY 
éxmenAnypéveny || 38 opotda — mogc aot: cf. Eur. Herc. 480; Mich. Chon. 
Ep. 21 (Kolovou 29, 68) 12) yévervten. Gootider xatk cordiror || 39-40 mérw — dy} 
Gatov: cf. Mich. Ital. ep. 25, (178, 16-17 Gautier) td dnBonov tows exyéet 
Got MdUe || 43-44 dvtineddipywou: cf. adn. ad ep. 10, 6-7 || 45-46 od dt- 
Taxa — ebwoavev: cf. Hom. Il. 3, 125 sq. 4 dé wéyav tordv tanve, St 
TehacKe TOPOULENY 
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and in great astonishment we jump and shout, ecstatic at what 
we hear and for which we had prayed when you came into my 
hands and grew up as my pupil, after you had passed your ch 
hood and had become a youth introduced to more advanced les- 


If forgetfulness has taken hold of your memory, let forgetful- 
ness drink a potion that causes forgetfulness or rather, let it 
drink hemlock; anyway, you shall show in the future that you 
were under her sway in the past, when you shall send me letters 
and gifts - because when a child prospers the father must also 
prosper according to the celebrated “antipelargosis” - sending 
a dress woven on the loom, which is called in the Persian lan- 
guage kamcha ~ making a gift, you should know that you will 
benefit me - not of a double fold or glittering one such as Hellen 
had woven, but a dark one of many colors. In return for your 


May you prosper in good health, remaining under God’s pro- 


THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS TEXT AND TRANSLATION 281 











280 
¥ 
on 
p. 157 
5 
10 
o6’ 


79, 9 de ex Ave corr P 





<o6’> 
Mavourd Korry 

















79. To Manuel the Krites 


’ 


if really debts and demands had not existed among people, 
which, indeed, are both evil, and if they both had disappeared 
from life, equality would have prevailed. But now as life has be- 
come tyrannical and we rather tyrannize ourselves wickedness 
prevails for the worse. But at some time or other the good must 
take over, if we want, because nothing is better than equality, 
which knows how to resolve the differences. 

But since you have taken a middle position between the two, de- 
“mand and compensation, bring the issue to an end quickly, fulfilling 
your promise, and resolve the conflict of interest, proving yourself 
to be a rule of righteousness and an exact standard of equality. 


¢ y 
Qe war dperhy sis ev dvOowmote wate phy &mattqote iV, 


» » ¥. ba 3 Of 2 a t t 3 
eimep Guow xox, HoTyy o av & dvOowrwy, xoetovore 
Pee Si - i ~ x. Z ~ > © ~~ 5 
todtntos. vuvi dé, tupawoatyto¢ tol Bio, usAAov 8” | Fudiy 
ic Mh A p 
Exutouc, woybnpla xpatél te yetow. del 8 dipor xpaTHoEL Tord 
xo TH Adove,, cimep dv Bouroineba, abdev 8” dow héjov iad- 

Qe z L ‘ 

TyyTO¢, 7 Abe ote Stapogde. 
Toryapoty GULOOL LEGS EATS, ATOATH OSL xeLt drortoet, 
Teépanve OGttov, Thy emayyerlav dvious, xat ADE Srcepop tic 
suuteAoxds, otkOun tes e0ONTY AnBels nod xavery 
t KoS, ten Tg EVGUTHTOS TOOBANBeEls xoel xevery 
axorBine tig lodtntos. 


<n'> 
T@ reoxabyudvep tod xorridves 80. To the Prokathemenos of the Koiton 
Neither would a small spark light a bright torch if there were 
not at hand someone to kindle it, nor would a man benefit an- 
other if there were no one to motivate him for beneficence . If 
then this is the case, how could the Emperor be motivated to act, 
being occupied by so many cares and surrounded by a myriad 
of problems, if someone would not take thought of the Em- 
peror’s soul and of his own also, and in addition the care of the 
suppliant? Because not even so great a heaven could rotate with 
speed, if its axis is not turned. 


Oidte opuxpds omvOno mepupav Tupsdy orverbers, wh reo 
povtos oxaAevovtos, ott’ obv avOpwros dvicetev dvOouroy, 
wndevos xrvovtos mpoc dvyaty. Fy obv Tal” atiterc Ey, Tbe 
av Paotdelc xevnfety modbpovtte xan wuptors Tepratory1C- 
wevos Todyucaty, ef wx Teg THs te Baorhewe Huyiic tiie 6 
éautod, moc d& xeel Bepamelac tod deouévou opovticetey; obSé 
Hp 000" 6 THAtxad Tas odjpavds BEuTeTHY xivnot xivnbeln, Bh 
xtvodvto¢ &Eovac. 





10 


10 


80. 10 Eupuyoc dkwy: cf. Mich. Chon. Monod. ad Nic. Chon. (1, 350,9 
Lampros) xo xuoBre drateAct ron vopobectac Ciao xot dw Eubuyos 





81. 2-3 modhdv — yonudcw cf. Eur. fr. 934 (933 Kannicht) voty 
Eyovros hy doo> pirov nolacban yonuccuy moddOv oxoy; Lib. ep. 571,3 
{X, 537, 7-8 Foerster) 
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pecome then to me a living axis and help the living heaven, 
j mean the Emperor, to revolve and rotate by himself so as to 
un his course rejoicing. And may the course taken by the Em- 
peror be that of benevolence, just as the sun’s i shedding of 
light. As for myself, like another Atlas J shall raise the heavens, 
the weight of the imperial benefaction. 


Tevod uot toryapodv guduyos dEwwy, Cove xivev Otipory 
xal xivoumevoy oixobey, Basthda Ady, Thy Sauzod Tpeye 
Cor 3 yo ” .o38 t oni > 
6d0v ayoddteaunevoy. ein & dy Bootrémg 6806 eveoyenl 
ct ese ’ 2 Rs Coe 2 \ > 
wonep nAtou owtoyuate. Ey 8, de "Atha BAdoc thy aoe, 
vor, TH Bacthuxie sveoyectac Baotéow tov Mootov. 
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Logothet 
Té pede hoyobéry 81. To the Grand Logothete 


The tragic poet Euripides says that it is just to buy a true friend 
for much money and he would have bought one who knew the 
great meaning of friendship. I have friends who are very pow- 
erful and who possess high offices conferred by the Emperor and 
they could somehow easily enrich me if only wished it, but Ido 
not know for what reason they choose not to support me either 
from the imperial treasury or with their own means. 

And indeed, it is only fair that the parents whose children 
study under my guidance should take thought of me in the same 
way they take care of their sons, although they should show an 


Evourtne 6 tpecryixds Stxccov elvert PAS TOAALY ox, oLAoy 
~ z 
Teotaobat atwy, Tolarto & &v torodtov Botte oidy tt 'th 
?' pn > s tO 
ueya yore civorde tHe whee. vty dé. Suvor évote we 
eyo x q YY O€, ¥ 
Yowusvoc otdore xo tc Teta THY ex Bacthéne ovary dry- 
pate xo we TroutiCery ogovec Tews, Et LLdvov Bowhouve’ dy , 
youaty, odx ot6” bt todmw Ate TOY Tr O¢ Bacthéws wire 
> ! , yy 
TOY olxot ortiCery ooodvta. 
Kot why Stuy tr’ uot xabyynri modes corrdiaty oudey 
t { NYNTY ; 
nrtoy elev dv dixonot thy tony toic vider Tpdvoray xém’ anol 
Tpovoely, xattot Séov pretCw Te xoek xpeltt, 0 On moLovat ma- 
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82. 2-3 dix tov cxpargvy} thoy: cf. adn. ad ep. 12, 11||9 co xiGou = 
Tapwpynxer: cf, Hesiod. Op. 969 sq. 
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~ even greater and better concern, just as good fathers do their 


pest for their children, securing a good life for the nurses of their 
new-borns. If this practice would have been introduced to 
schools, perhaps the concern for the teachers would also benefit 
the students. But they, I do not know what moved them, are fru- 
gal with their own money, but no less they are frugal with the 
Fmperor’s, though they spend it drinking in festivities. If then 
they would change ~ otherwise, I shall stay at home and the stu- 
dents can go play at the market place. 


82. To the Prokathemenos of the Vestiarion 


My letters come to you both with confidence and fear, the first 
on account of my friendship to you, the other because I am 
afraid of becoming a burden. What the letters have to say is that 
the year, which yesterday ended, left me empty, and empty now 
has delivered me just as a commander delivers the prisoners to 
a gaoler. I am therefore bound from every side, shut in a secure 
prison. Where are food, gold, silver so that we may survive? Only 
one thing - hope - sustains me, unless she flew out of the vessel 
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11-12 mautod — atéwavov: cf. Ps. 64:12 evhoyjoets TOV otépevoy too 
emautall tis yonotérytd¢ cou; Athanasius, Exposit. in Psalm. (PG 27: 


285) 


83. 1 ad hanc epistulam cf. ep. 75 





















and went away. If she is perhaps still inside, it is your task to 
prove it, by persuading the Emperor and by persuading also 
yourself, so that the new year may be crowned with bounty. 


evdov, Epyov cov detfew, bc melaete uev Baordéar, mretoere 
ceautoy, TOU Mapdvta¢ EnauTod elhoynuvoy mooBiiven thy 


oté@avoy. 
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TG Boothe 83. To the Emperor 
a 


The number four, my Emperor, is a square number, but it be- 
comes also solid representing four surfaces, and when it is mul- 
tiplied by itself it produces the number sixteen. And God created 
everything by bringing together four elements and the human 

body he brought into being from four elements. In proportion 
your majesty ordered me to send no more than four pieces of 
the fruit of the pomegranate so that they may be regarded as 
auspicious symbols of strength, their humors being blended in 
equal measure. Where there is equal measure, there is also 
strength, and through strength a long life. May you live long and 
be declared Emperor of the four regions of the world. 


‘Apibu.ds 6 técoupa, Baorheli, Zot usv ércimedos, vyiveron 43 
4 > e 4 
xo otepods, eerdcev ey’ Eautoy TohuTAKoLAGBels Yewnon toy 


ot ~ 


Sexe. xai 7 méty &x tecadpwy 6 Orde GuvepLLohay joa 
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ouveoTyoey. dvahdyws avy xat Td ody xpcto¢ ob Tel teo- 
dpwy yevnudtun Portis meToLpevon Teootetayev, tv’ eley 
sUpworing cicta cuuBora, cuyxexoouevny thy Yue Tpd¢ 
aiowory. ob 8 Eloware, evowaria, edpwatig 58 Blov waxod- 
TNs. atity 68 xpatodoe tay TETodpWY XGGULOU KALLOLTODY cevol- 
prvetev adtoxpdroper. 
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84, To the same 


















ror me, while alive or dead, hungry or thirsty or suffering what 
the whole lot of humans endure, there is one solution from these 
adversities, only one other refuge after God, the hope in your au- 
thority; thus “my soul clings to thee”, May I not be put to shame 
in my expectations, but may your right hand give me support. 


"Eol, xo Ciiver xl Goverriiver rrewvédvel te xort Subéiver xof 
x 3 ~ f ~ : 
Tey oTLody dvOpumtvoy md&ayovet, ula AUote Tay duoxepiiy, 
, \ ¢ : 
win. were Ocov mpospuyh, 4 meds 16 adv xpdrros Eric: obtwe 
> t Lf é Pe " 
5 &xoddAOn 7 buy pou driow cov. wh yody xorarcyuvbetiny 
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cero THe Tpocdoxias jou, GAN dvtthdBortd pou 7 Oebte coy 


85. To the student Loukites, 
the Protovestiarios of the Trapezuntines 


<ne'> 


no Aovxlty portyry mputoBeattapley ToameCouvtleny 


The letters sent by the noble Protovestiarios came to us and al- 
though they found us in sorrow they gratified us once again, be- 
coming a consolation in our misfortune in that they set aside 
and silenced our sorrow, and by being so pleasant and promising 
the best they relieved and strengthened us afresh. I wish you 
would continue writing such letters, pleasing us time and again 
and alleviating our sorrow. Contemplating your letters, I be- 
lieved that I was seeing you in person and enjoying the charm 
of your eloquence and listening to the sound of your harmonious 
and wonderful voice. 


"Hxev quiv ypduuata, tod xaAov TeTrop.pdtos TOWTope- 

ottaptou, xo moat hoe, noel code’ By Aaron eupdvte., xo Tot 

p. 159 copuGla yeydlvact ouppoptiv: xdxsivac nev drdice xe 
5  dmeppdmoey, nuatic & dvexouras xed dvépowaev, oFtw pay 

nea tuyydvovra, oftw & elory-yehCouever Mehover. GARE yoip 
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Trp éyes o, Evarevile toic yodupacw, adtov aé BAdmery 
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10 éupedtsy dxpotoban Ody yen THis Oauucatac Hy otis. 


84. 5-6 ExodAndy — 7 delice cour cf. Ps. 62:9 ExoAAiiOn h uy pou 
Grriow cou, su.ot dvreherBero * deEtc cou 


85. 8 évarevile tots yoduuacty: cf, Mich. Chon. ep. 44 (59, 11 
Kolovou) &:& yeowudctuv everteviCerv 
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TE 


ete SdEay 


15 Puyat — xorpol: Nic. Chon. ep. 11 (216, 5 van Dieten); Jo. Apocau- 
cus ep. 94 (146, 9 Bees); Apostol. 9, 42 (CPG II 471) xeupde buy mpdy- 
patos || 18 dro ddr — ddEov: cf. II Cor. 3: 18 ustopoppaunsba ard SdEne 


86. 4 tod xot — addy; cf. adn. ad ep. 15, 23 
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; wanted to extend this brief letter, but my mind is confused 
by my adversities and my tongue is paralyzed. But do not con- 
_ gider this a grievance; because you know, my wise friend, that 
in times of suffering short letters are preferred to long ones. Be- 
sides, the souls of things are the circumstances. But may I see 
yu with my own eyes, God willing, and we could then celebrate 


*"HBovAouny uev pyxuvat to Ppayvenés mtotodtoy, 6}; 
6 voilg cuyyetcun toiic ouupopoite xa vepuns mayer moe s 
vhiirra. ob 88 uh Suayepes hry hoa0 toto: olaba y&o, sop} 
xEouhh, ws ev xonpots cuuopiiy xal Urxod Weyehuy ent. 
Toocdey- duyai yap tiv ToayLdtuv eloly ot xoupol. gd) 
Wout oe xod attorpet, Ocot drxcasaavetos, xot xowvyy Eoprh 
together. 
May you enjoy good health and prosperity, climbing from 
glory to glory, remembering me and taking caring care of me. 


Eoptdcatey. 
"Eopwpegvoc ating, edaumovinv, &md ddEng ete SdEov To" 
Boivin x&.0d uevnévos xoul Teounfovpevac. 
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Té xovexActou 86. To the epi tou Kanikleiou 


Your discourse when it came from you - who are with honeyed 
sweetness more than the Pelian Nestor, “he from whose tongue 
flowed speech sweeter than honey”,>4 pleased me more than the 
honey of Hymettos, because it was woven with the help of Cal- 
liope and the Muses and the musician Apollo and the Logios Her- 
mes. It was read many times and seemed more harmonious than 
the melodious Sirens. Be that as it may, I shared it with those 
that I knew were lovers of wise discourses and encomiasts of no- 


‘Qe Hoev fuwy 6 doyos Sndo Yunrtov dat, w xed tod Ty- 
Mou Néotopos nedtypdtepe, 
~ + 2 ‘ A f i cy > Z 
Tov xal dro yAwoons yAuxiwy wéArtos oéev avdyy 
ugar yao pete Kaddedang xo tév Moucdiv, "Andd- 
wdc te tol povorxod xa Tol Aovytou “Eou.od. dvoryvwobele 
68 ToAAcxtC xot Letoyjvo éuweday éupsreateoos eotey, 
cuther not, ob Eonotds Adywv Hdew copay nod yevvatwy 


34, Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 21. 
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mawvérac, éxorvwaduqy: ot & emdvtes imepnydoaved TE Xo bles; and reading it they were exceedingly pleased and gratified. 
Well then, your splendid child returns to its excellent father; and 
may the father live long and beget beautiful children (or rather 


more than beautiful) becoming a joy to the beholder. 


a @ 


es te : 

10 — UmeprioOnony. Hxet Tolvuy malic 6 xaros Taps matepe Thy 
xdddatov: xocl Bury udy 6 MATH, yewunn, dé modes Mooteyy 
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Bastrelep vidi rod marprdpyou xupot Iwdvou to TAuxdog 87. To Basileios, the son of the Patriarch loannes Glykys 
Ota wav dtd00 nandeluc, ote 8 Zoya pralarg xaxt, 76 Ye xpeir- 
Tov, dppeTroc vues Tepl To Aiov xatd&otaare, & Soauovin 
TH OF Wuyh mapanépune. xat why, THs Topousioes TopEy 
L ~ ‘ ae 9-49 1 
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onxe, Tol mepi révta oyedoy cyordfovtos To xed noel xordoic 

2, t f as S 4 \ 
evtelpopevou mreovexthcot, oO’ Umepehdoot uev Kre- 
cvOyy, mapedBely de tov tig mapottlas “Aotéuwve. | 


planted miraculously in your soul! And indeed, the proverb 
promises that “double are the good things”, but your nature has 
provided you with even more: to be almost constantly con- 


to the proverbial Artemon. 


10 metepx LPdTheil || 12 eigpaivouvras LPdTheil 


87. 5 Sunda to xochet: Plat. Leg. 1, 631b dime 88 dryobd 2orwy, <a dy 
&vOpurmiver, tc dé Osta; Theod. Dexius ep. 1 (191, 63 Polemis) | 7-8 Kre= 
dvOny: cf. Diog. Laert. Vit. soph. Vil, 170,1 b6ev 8% xo dedrtepo¢ “Hpax- 
Ajig © Kiectvns Exocdetzo || 8 tov tHig mopoustoc Aptéuve: cf, Anacreon 
fr. 27,2; 43,5; Lib. ep. 224, 1 (X 207,14-15 Foerster) 86ev xa! tov év Th 
mopoynioe mapeNbety "Aptépwuva; App. prov. 4,32 (CPG 1441) 6 reoupdontos 
*Aotéuwwy; Salzmann 31 


87. 1 xvptou LPdTheil ||7 évtetoouévou LPdTheil 


what gifts of learning, what works of friendship and, the most 
of all, what a steadfast opinion about goodness have been im- 


cerned with good things, having been brought up with the best 
qualities, so that you can surpass Kleanthes and even be superior 
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"Egyoba nevias pév yoioben decuc Aehuxévor tao you said that you have opted to free me from the bonds of 
poverty but you have not been able to do it. And you brought up 
the example of Apollo, the lover of Daphne, who pursued the girl 
“put could not catch her, because her mother did not allow the 
girl to be caught by a licentious lover. Then you brought up a 
~ second example, about the one originating from Mycenae, who 
ruled among the Mycenaeans and was not grateful to Patroklos, 
who shed warm tears upon the son of Peleus to put aside his 
wrath and go out to fight and “ward off the pitiless day of 
— doom”® - for he took pity on them seeing them distressed - but 
who nevertheless could not persuade Achilles. And Patroklos 
“adorned the Sparta which fate had given him”, but Achilles 
brooding in anger, chose to play draughts and play the lyre 
rather than to be furiously occupied with his weapons and spear. 
In this way he was not to be softened, almost a “Hades not to be 
soothed, neither overcome”.*¢ 

But I shail say, my wise friend, that not to give, is not the 
same as not to be able to give, but not to want at all to give. Be- 
cause to want to but not be able to could mean to be able, for 
greater than the power is the motivation. Giving is not even de- 
‘fined as an act of hand alone, but rather as an act of intention. 
Both of these are applied to you, the one to motivate yourself 
and the other our common patriarch who can provide any kind 
food he wishes. You have sought out for us, such a wonderful re- 
turn of benefits (antipelargosis) so that the old man gets now 


10 © deduvigabon dé uy: xo “Anddrwy, 6 Aceovins Eoxarie, Teotd 
derypa, Stamwy ud, ody atowy 8 thy xdony, Epaoty ou) 
Daw bFiven chy Taide THs untpas dxoddotw uy avy ywpotan, 
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> i ° \ 9 CN f ¥ a A = 
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abou dodvan, tot nun ‘ peqdey npyoben 
duvdtuevov. 76 ve wyy norjoGat, un Suvacbat dé, xptvorr” dy. 
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Opteron. mad col O° dupdtepoy, TO usv xevover couTdy; TO 


20 


88 tov xowvdy TatoLdpy ny, xotl toowhy OroTéoay Boudet Tet 
péyovta. torabtyy nly Gouucotay eedes avermehepywary, 


16 vnets — cuuvotvro: cf. Hom. Il. 11, 484 dpuveto vndees nye 17 
ééoupe — teipoevous: Hom. 9, 302 || 18-19 Zaye — éxdoyer: cf. adn. ad 
ep. 46, 25-26 || 21 “Atdn¢ —~ &dcuaotoc: Hom. Il. 9, 158 || 29 dveemehcip- 
wou: 25 cf. adn. ad ep. 10, 6-7 : 

35. Ibid., I, 517. 


18 oncptav ex omaptov corr P 36. Ibid., 1, 393. 
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arodpavra mio xo Mbyte xorrd Tghorea, b¢, Soutoeubete 

xotl Boacbets, Solvn waperéOy Oeots, etx’ deve Boasbels dveBley 

xa mpde ABry thy Tpotepay dvédoaper. 
"Eraverps O9 rape tay Adovay oobte ye xat 70 Sdou, of 

35 Omep “AytAdAebe xpadalvy sduBer tobe moAgutous, HAN’ Orca 


- peady quickly to become young again, but not running away like 
pelops from fire and cauldron, who, having been cut to pieces 
and boiled was offered as a meal to the Gods and then being 
poileda second time lived again and regained his former youth. 
“put I return to Daphne and to the spear again - not to that 
spear which Achilles brandished, filling his enemies with terror, 
but the one the spiritual word sharpens and the shining finger 
‘of God strikes with spear the profane and uninitiated, and yet 
protects the initiate and the instructed in divine matters. Nor 
(do 1 mean) that Daphne, which the Pythios (Apollo) shaking to 
and fro the oak tree at Dodona pronounced oracular nonsense, 
but that one which brought up and once crowned an inspired 
poet (Hesiod). Such a spear and such a Daphne would I wish for 
you. For my sake, do not allow the wings of my good hopes to 
fly in the air; because there is fear, fear lest that as my rational 
arrows are discharged without wings, the famine will lodge in 
my flesh winged arrows. 
Regarding your excellent ekphrasis I gave my approval on its 
merits without the need of Aiakos. Reading it many times I was 
gratified and thought it worthy of greater applause; so that it 


Oyyet Ad-yos mveuuatinds xotl Ozod omABdv Scxtuhoc BeBA- 
Yet Aoy t n 
Rous duuytouc Sopicoet, tetEAcouévous nat Oetor reoreryy 
T , pe. 0! Vy 
usuunuévous: obdé Adoviy, Hy ostwy 6 T1ubto¢ Awdwvelac 
Soude 2) 43 morhoue. BAF ach rote Si ee: 
pues Ehypurder yprnarnotet, dN 7 mornthy mote Saovinpeeyoy 
40 eeboebe te xatl mepréotetpe. torodtov 2yu) cot Sdpu, torowt yy 
p. 161 Actovny | etfatuqy. ob d¢ wot t& chav yonotiiy 2Antdwv metepd 
LN Mpdg déow suyywprjaots exrrétecBou- Séoc yep, dé0¢ un, 
TOY hoyindy drodxtwy amtépwy dorerévuy, Teepe Bédy 
mAkn ovrodela xatd ypurtds. 
45 Tleot ye why tig oF\¢ dolotng Exopdosuc Gorotivdyy xa 
‘ og ae 2 ~ . t 2 . z 
thy biwoy e€aveyxa, Ataxod uh deduevoc. emt odv Tod 


31 deBryro xeer& Tléhome: cf. Lib. ep. 695, 5 (XI p. 630, 15-16 Foerster) 
8 xo mepi tov Tléhore retGopon yeveoton eth tov AeBryte: || 37 dopvocer: 
cf. Eust. Comm. Il. N, 699, 7 (van der Valk) we dad tot Sépu 74 Sopdcceny | 
39 morgrry — Saovnpécyov: cf. Comm. in Dion. Thrac. 316, 4 (Hilgard) ofx 
cy yp ein zt teAetog mounts, st wh totopyce: xo Senyiioeton Kou povred= 
aaobon || 43 hoyixtay dcodxtuy: cf. Origen. Expos. in Proverbia (PG 17:252) 
“Atpaxtos got volic xobaods, cuumexwy dpetiy én’ ciperh xoel Soypoctt 
doypa 7 Adrvyos TpowopIXds, Ehxeov dard TOU vod veupertixiyy Bewplav 
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would be known by more people, I shared it with many, in order 
‘that it could receive greater applause from many more. And it 
was voted brilliantly by the swans, because the cloud of jackdaws 
was not present. May you continue then to write in this manner, 
delighting the swans and shooting the jackdaws, “if so be thou 
mayest prove a light of joy”” to the followers of Hermes. 


Admis woTHy UrephaOny xott xpdtwy Bedtidvey Hlwoor wee 
dy eldsiev nal mhetous, TAsloow Exorwmodiuny, iv && mhetdveny 
Tstoug goaviCorvto xpotot. xo Aaumpd ev Bbhoroto xj- 
50 xvotc: xoAaLtDY yexp veos archy, yeawors avy often xed Tép TOL. 
wey xlixvous, Ba&dAote dé xodotouc, at xév TOL QWs TOC te- 
Bpaprévors év “Epuold yévyat. 


ne ee 88. To the Emperor 

among the single numbers, the first perfect number is six, and 
in the series of ten the perfect number is the twenty-eight, 
which is produced rightfully when added from the sum of its 
own parts, and which has in addition some mystical theoretical 
proposition in itself to be contemplated. This universe was cre- 
ated by God in six days and on the seventh it received the sign 
of His blessing. This number, twenty eight, is then more precious 
than precious, also more sacred than sacred, for it contains the 


"Eott pév év povaow 6 8 mpéitoc téAetoc dprOu.ds, ort 8 
nary Sexcary 6 elxootoxtes tédetoc, the 2x Téwv olxeteuy EGY 
Teocputss cuvtiBeevey GUULTEDOLLYGLLEVOS, eyo b€ te xe 
\ 2 ~ f <. a i ~ t > “S i = 

5 tuotixoy EvBewonOjvat ot Bemonuc. tO mov 768” ev nweoare 
& Ugdatyxe 7H) Océ), EBddun 88 thy oppory idee tiie evhoy tag 
Gmethnwev. 6 Tolvuy ciprBu.0¢ outoc Zott TULLoU Lev TeuLeTEX 
p0¢, aentod dé cemtdtepos, dre Oy tov Emtd TeTpdKLG ETE 

i 4 1 / yy \ i \ > f 

LEXWY, OETTOV Kal Titov Ovta xal teTOdxLE Thy edAovlay : me : 
PIEXOY, e e " : number seven four times, which is also sacred and precious and 
has received the blessing four times. Therefore the four fruits of 
50 xodotéiv — véoos: cf. Lib. ep. 1220 (301, 12 Foerster) AdGev dv xok 
végos xodotéiv || 51 xUxvoug — xoRotous: cf. Greg. Naz. ep. 114 (119, 6 Gal- 
lay) cote Goovton xuxvor Stav xohatol otwmyowory || 51-52 ot xév tot gous 
— yévna: Hom. IL. 8, 282 


88. 1 ad hanc epistulam cf. ep. 75 et 83 





5 & (pro 768’) LPdTheil 37. Ibid., 1, 359. 
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13-14 * copie: — dejpercev: cf. Prov. 9: 1‘H copla pxodouncey Eaury 
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_ pomegranate which I sent seven times to your maj esty in a sym- 


polic way signifies the perfection of blessing. 

[have also another word to say. “Wisdom has built a house 
for herself, and set up seven sacred pillars”. Among the num- 
bers, seven is the most sacred, signifying, I will say, the Trinity 
of God and the four parts of the world, and also the mystery of 
ihe creator and His creation symbolically. May you be estab- 
lished in a manifest form, my most sacred Emperors as icons of 
moral standards, advancing from three to four, so that the four 
reigning together and being supported by the seven pillars of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit four times, may bring to life the num- 
ber four in a perfect manner, and being guarded by the all-pow- 
erful Trinity you shall have united the four-part chariot of the 
universe under the control of one four-horsed chariot. 


89, To the Emperor 


Paul, the great Apostle and teacher of the whole world - no man 
was greater - the mouthpiece of the Lord, the foundation of the 
divine dogmas, says “hope that is seen is not hope”; because 


302 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS 





i 2 i SS 4 2 a f , ” 
5 ata yup, Hwouevy de tH THs EAnidos xatipy nosy. eymy? 

2 fad - ~ ” 
ou Umouoviig ixavéle Eyw, xodttote Bacthed, fy ddtvey 

> t x x f 3 eS: ~ » | i SS 
cyanns Boyan xa mlotews eb & 8x civ Eoywy Eric, 4 xa- 
TaLoyuvety odx olde, unxer’ etnv Eoryov moocdoxumevne ert 

dog &AN Awuapeevine. 


<> 
TO peydhy Aoyobéry 


"EE Grou mocyuatos preretanyé the etdonpovia Sel cydiy toy 


eWdupovioavra xa tabrnyy etdévor yep abti) tole thy 


dott Seourevous uh Tropopéiv, TH ypnoty 62 ouvrotéty Sot 
5 Mover yiyvorto ydp av atitw to cuuwspoy duooly, TH te St- 
Sovee Tid Te AoysBervorrs. the ouv 6 Adyac; cuvéotnauy of wey 


“Eo Moticon, “Eouric 62 4) Bootdel, Bocothebs 52 ebdon- 


povie. otros av “Eput te xot Movoene, Epuiic 88 nitov 


adtdypnpc (déw yoo paver Kadddrne xo Mouséiv yéewnus 

10 xa THOYvnyrer), Tosti’ hom xarl tobe “Epuaiixots dév8oas xotk 

OUsLXoUS TOO Thy GAAWY TmévTWY TLHEUEvos: Ad-yoS yao 

amavtewy xoaret xot Sie Oza Adyou te mé&vrn eyévero net 
Yupic aitod yéyovev oddav 8 yéeyove. 

Trdtxovtov tolvuy Basthéws xpatodvtos dvceyxn tolitov 


7-8 4 — olde: cf. Rom. 5: 5 488 daric od xotonayuvet 


90. 9-10 yéwnuo ~ tOAvqUc: cf. Ann. Comn. Alex. (I, 2, 5, 11 Rein- 
sch — Kambylis) || 12-13 61% Qeot — yéyove: cf. Joh. 1:3 
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hope is won, and being fulfilled has abolished any reliance to 
hope. But I have enough endurance, your majesty, which was 
borne out of works of love and faith. If then hope results from 
works, and hope does not disappoint us, may it no longer be a 
work of hope expected but of hope fulfilled. 


90. To the Grand Logothete 


Anyone who has attained good fortune must honour his bene- 
factor and in the same way must feel grateful to him, as also 
those that plead to attain the same and not to be overlooked, 
but to be introduced to the good fortune. It would thus be ad- 
vantageous for both, to the giver as well as to the recipient. What 
is then the talk about? The Muses introduced you to Hermes, 
Hermes then to the Emperor, the Emperor to good fortune, the 
Emperor being a friend to Hermes and the Muses, even more 
being a veritable Hermes himself - I dare say born and bred by 
Calliope and the Muses. For this reason he places intellectuals 
and men of letters above all others, because learning (logos) 
rules over all and “through the Word of God all things were 
made, and without him was not anything made that was made”. 

When an Emperor like him is reigning this must then be the 
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15-16 tig edCwiae — Baothedowsn: cf, Agap. Diac. Capit. admon. (36, 8: 
10 R. Riedinger) é¢” busiy dvedelyOn tiie ebCenlac 6 ypdvoc, bv mpodind ts 
TOV ToAcLey Eceobon, Stay H prddcogor Pacthedawow H Bucsrrels prhoco- 
Pyowory || 16 7} grrosogycwar — Bacthevowor: cf. Plat. Resp. E’ 473c Hol 
orhocogor Bacrrevowary av tolic mOAgaty 7} of Bacthiic te viv Deyouevor xat 
duvdatat wrhocopyawet || 23 dxpw Saxcudwp: cf. Zenob. 1, 61 (CPG I 24); 
Karathanasis 57-58 
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time of having a good life, which one of the philosophers defined 
as the period when the kings will become philosophers or the 
philosophers kings. Now we have both, good life prevails-at this 
time, especially when you are in a position to introduce the ser- 
yants of Hermes to a philosopher king. If you would not motivate 
him to this purpose with the eloquence of your harmonious 
speech, - actually he has no need to be motivated - you would 
certainly do an injustice, that is to say to Hermes and the Muses, 
even more to Athena herself, who abides by the head of the Em- 
peror. If you would only point her with the tip of your finger, she 
cannot but persuade the Emperor, her own father, to declare me 
one of the fortunate servants of the Logios Hermes and the Muses, 


91, To the epi tou Kanikleiou 
When your discourse arrived - as you ordered - we read it, can 


you imagine how fast? ~ and were amazed. It was because of the 
sender’s good intention, the grace of his language and rhythm, 


306 THE LETTERS OF THEODOROS HYRTAKENOS, 


\ tL \ os ZL me 2: ~ * > IRL PF 
5 xo ouvOyixg xot TH) ueyebet thiv Eworddy. jos & obdéy ArTOy 
zat ourtas tiv aderoiiy, euwepets tae Exelven pepwy sixdvec 
xo TOU TATOOS AmapahAdxTous Tobs yapaxthoas we dxenhi- 


dwrtov Esontoov. 


2 1 


Teruynxev ovy xpdtuv, éyxwutuy, ératvo xat thiv oe | 


10 Getta TpOs ebonulav Koudttover. xexolvntat dé ab tole 
Soous Eperatées Bepp.ods ASetv ty oblv Noy. ef OE xat May 
one OF meprhy 6 Gedrrrng — eelyeto yup 6 dd-yos tev éxetvoy 
xatanoas —, Umepnycour’ dv tic ueyorhovoins, tHe ueya- 
oquiac, tov dvavtopytun drrodetleuy te xal mloTEwy. ef dé 


sos , L = a Le t f 
15 xaxt THv Oupaéy tives naa, xav un Tots Mwodwe Oeontopasr 


xo TLS adic Ereicyaay Sdyycory— oltnon yep tus ox duodiy 


dy ouvnyopnxesay —, dd ye tidy ody, “EXAnuayot Meru, 
yhuring pebodwy, Enrystonudatwy coprotixBy, oyndtuy 
prdccdguy, dpylwy te puatixdy xod Quarxdiv emotdécewy, 
20 drep Ercavbet TH AgtLbI Tig YuITINS Gou, ArTnBévtes yer! 
adoybung amheoey. 
"AMG ent phxtotoy yodvoy xoul Armapov yyFiows Topapel - 
vets: elnys ycxp dev Opehos sya: Th Bley, Ad-vyors Oetorg 2umpd- 
Te merbot te xai ordocoola xoel ouarxciic &modetteat, AOywy 
25 Te Tavtotuy ideas xot mavrodamaic doetats Gep.vuvorrevos. 


94. 7-8 dxyMdwrov Econtpov: Sap. 7: 26 || 22-23 dmapov — ropoet- 
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5 post & erasum quid repetitur || 9-10 doér70 P || 12 84] om. LPdTheil 
|| 15 xév P 








TEXT AND TRANSLATION 307 


his composition and the grandeur of his thoughts. The work 
charmed us no less than “its brothers” (the others) we have re- 
ceived, because it bears similar traits and precisely identical 
characteristics to those of the father, just like a spotless mirror, 

It received applause, encomia, praises and the like that befit a 
work worthy of honour. It has also been made known to those | 
knew were ardent lovers of your orations. If Moses, who has seen 
God, would be around - for the discourse adhered to his deeds en- 
tirely - he would have been exceedingly pleased with its elevation 
of thought, its lofty genius and its undeniable proofs and argu- 
ments. Even if some pagans were present and were neither con- 
vinced by Moses’ laws nor by your beliefs - 1 think that they would 
support neither of you ~ in the end they would be defeated, de- 
parting in shame, on account of your gifts, I mean your Hellenism, 
your rhetorical devices, the sophistic arguments, the philosoph- 
ical syllogisms, the mysteries of philosophy, your physical obser- 
vations, all of which abound in the meadow of your tongue. 

But may a long and comfortable old age await you; a great 
boon you were to us in life, distinguished for your sacred dis- 
courses, their power of persuasion, your philosophy and demon- 
strations from the physical world, and exalted for the literary 
forms of your numerous compositions and for all your other 
virtues. 
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92. 1 ad hanc epistulam cf. ep. 2 | 2 [pec — “Hooxhie: cf. adn. ad. 


ep. 2, 3 |] 4 ductv— wAeordrow: cf. Aristoph. Plut. 442||8 mpdate — xt- 


uoupa: Hom. Il. 6, 181 || 10 te te — 7’ édvta: Hom. Il. 1, 70|[ 11 TpyLepeiOn / 


tol Btou: cf. Mich. Psel. Poemata 10 (234, 7-8 Westerink) duyfc 52 apt 
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5 suppl LPdTheil coil ep. 2, 11 || 13 supplevimus || 6:3cy6x suppl 
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92. To the Emperor 


Even Heracles was not a match for two, the proverb says, despite 


the fact that he was a most valiant hero, having accomplished 


so many and such great struggles. But I, who am but a fraction 
of Heracles, how could I fight against two abominable beasts, my 
poverty and my horse? The first one does not differ at all from 
the she-goat, a strange beast of threefold nature, about which 
Homer recited “in the fore part a lion, in the hinder a serpent, 
and in the midst a goat”; but instead of these, poverty can bite, 
beat to dust and devour “all things that were, and that were to 
be, and that had been before”, ruining the tripartite division 
of man’s life. On the other hand, because my horse has not been 
provided with wings like Pegasus, nor learned to spring in the 
air nor to run over the topmost ears of ripened corn, like those 
that trace the line of their ancestry to Boreas, he stands at the 
manger hungry, with thick hair like a sheep, stuck on the ground 


38. Homer, The Iliad, tr. A.T. Murray, I, 275. 
39, Ibid., 1, 9. 
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nal ToUg xvduvevovtac Setviay drordAcrtety. beasts and deliver those in danger from their suffering. 


18 Beddepagdveny 6 Thyacos: cf. Zenob. 2, 87 (CPG I 54, 22-23) _ 
“AvaBdc atv 6 BeAdepopavens emt tov Tyyacov, by elye Immoy mryvdv, xer~ 
teEdtevoe thy Xipatpay || 20-21 capxas — picewe: cf. Irenaeus haer. PG 
7/2: 1126B tig xortd tov dAnBivev &vOpwToy olnovoulac, tis x coxpaddy xr 
velouy xa dotéwy auveatways || 22 moduxdpnvoy Udpav: cf. Aesch. Prom. 
354-355 tépac, Exatoyx&ouvov|Nic. Chon. Orat. 11 (111, 13 van Dieten) 
xatl og“ Y doav “Hoodie Trohuxdipnvov 
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~ outright, in need of a violent north wind to be blown and thus 
move, only in this respect is he like Pegasus, that he carries me 
_ asa rider naked on his back, as Pegasus carried Bellerophon, 

having wasted my whole livelihood, threatening to tear to pieces 
my flesh and bones and like a dog devour my whole physical ex- 


And so against poverty, the hundred-headed Hydra, one 
needs neither Heracles nor lead not even the help of Iolaos, but 
silver, gold, and the Emperor, who is most resourceful in every 
difficulty and the only one who knows how to deal with such 
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10 


15 


20 


10 supp! LPdTheil || 12 supplevimus auctore LPdTheil, qui wi[Eet] 
suppl; cetera supplevimus 


93, 6 Aandi — merétreuxe: cf. Theod. Prodr. Carm. hist. 72 (p. 523, 24- 
25 Horandner) &AN 6 mexpde tiie Eure tuys KUBOS Aanéic Every Bele 
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]) 


<ty'> 
T@ vid tod ae Toatokpyou 93. To the son of the Patriarch Glykys 
[have spent so much time teaching the youth and have gained 
nothing from this accursed service, therefore | thought that I 
should take leave of this kind of life and be united with God for 
a better way of life. But the terrible evil spirit envied me also in 
this endeavor and threw the dice on my left side. And again I 
_ have been condemned under the yoke of slavery, as the Emperor 
has ordered me still to educate the youth. I have requested ac- 
cordingly to be sustained by the imperial treasury and the Em- 
-peror consented by nodding his head. But someone must take 
the step and put consent into action. For who would be more ap- 
propriate than the patriarch, who has an interest in education 
more than others? But someone is needed who would prompt 
the patriarch. This person could be you, who loves the patriarch 
- because you are his son - and are loved by the patriarch - be- 


"Eyo), tooodtov yodvov cvacAwxtag eri T6) TraSevery véouc eq 
usnday Tig Erapdetou touts hettouprytac dvautevac, dély dnPny 
drordeacbat uev Bit tarde, cuvretoaben dé Osta dict to- 
Duretog BeAttovac. Ak to Servov Sanudvov pbdvoy Eaye xdy 
TOUT xoul Rondic wor tov xUBov memétteuxer xot mow Sad 
Coy Soursiag xorradedixacoprcne, Baorréunc ext moudevery véoug 
mpoct&scovtes. denfeig ovv th Bacthixtiv moutaveluy 
dmoortiCecban, Baordeds xatévevce xeouh, det 3H tod mpde 

Zoyoy &x[ Bi lyon xewisovtos thy xactcrvevoty. thc dé TOD Tea 
Towpyou yévorr’ div Srxcudtepoc, dtm wdAdov Tay drwy 

Det tiv Ad-vyoovs Set Oé nat Tou, S¢ &v wu[En] tov moctoucy 

uéhet Tai Ady; Set 8 not Tov, 3¢ n olépyny. 
abtog 8 dv yévoto ot, tov te TaTpLepY ny OLAGiv — [Utd¢] yao 

— [xeri bd tot] motprdipyou prAovwevos — maTH Yop — xdue 
oTépywy tov Tlardeutiy, map’ w] petéoyes Taudelaxc. odxoby 
metOuwy eine: Suvy xoet [ce dxJodaate Adéwe- &vdocore 
T 7 m xat [do ... a odo 

y 
modo Tote cuvnOy pot TOOGLdvTa — ox atd” Bev xa mpadg 


cause he is your father ~ and also because you feel affection for 
me, your teacher, who educated you. Surely you would be con- 
vincing, because you can do it. 

What I have to say next will not please you to hear. Some piti- 


Stou xextvyeévr, Mpoctdvta & obv — dpyiic dx’ dxpos Beutel ~ 
cite TPOGEGYEV Elowvendiever, «tus evdaydvyxac», Aéyovtor, 
ful fellows that were once acquainted with me approached me, 
I know not whence and with what motive. Coming up to me, 


i eee f y LOE t Q yw 
«Otay erratOeuoas POLTYTYY>», Ge Syrov Réyovta, «OG KO VUV 


from the very start they began to flatter me ironically, saying 
“you have made a good fortune, having taught such a student”, 
implying, somehow, you, and saying “who shall now make you 
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25 





22 poxaptav — xeviy; cf. adn. ad ep. 46, 20 





21 oé LPdTheil || 24 &pixovto LPdTheil |[ 25 explicit codex mutilus 
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ach and feed you in old age”? They talked such nonsense and 
even more and pronouncing me happy for my empty bliss. But 
realizing their deceit and saying nothing, I sent them away 
empty-handed and to no purpose ....., ...... not blushing from 
shame at all they arrived. Therefore shut the mouths of these 
pitiful fellows; you would silence them, if the patriarch....... 


Thoutiast xav-yioet Booxhoet ce», toredick ce Tele Anpotiy 
To. Koil Uaxaplov gud xevhy uaxapiCovra. éyw dé, t03 dggy_ 
oluvete xo undéy eimey, xevode xevéic Groméune. Pac] 
usnday 2 6 t 2207 Jf coftvuy nw 25 : : 
enoev epubpracave’ aotxowto. Bucoy to[lvuy tidy &y ecttany] 
Th oTOmata Bocas 6 dv, Ay tov TaTpLlpy jy Tavqons..2., 


castes ] 








COMMENTARY 


Epist. 1 


15 


Nuvi 6° cic to’ mixtac 2AndAoxuwe: In several letters Hyr- 
takenos complained that his life had become unbearable 
because he was plagued by old age and poverty on ac- 
count of which he appealed for help to former students 
(Phokas, Epist. 10; Loukites Epist. 37 and 41, Basileios 
Glykys Epist. 67, Alexios Apokaukos Epist. 69} and govern- 
ment officials (Epist. 43 and 63). If we accept at face value 
his assertion that he was a friend in his youth of Konstan- 
tinos Akropolites and that he had pledged to Georgios 
Akropolites before he died in 1282 to maintain an ever- 
lasting friendship with his son and consider the compo- 
sition of his funeral oration for Nikephoros Choumnos in 
1327 as a more or less secure date then the time span of 
these two chronologies yield a period of 45 years. Assum- 
ing that the promise he gave to Akropolites took place in 
his youth then the year of his birth cannot be placed later 
than the sixties of the thirteen century. But again this hy- 
pothesis does not help to propose an approximate date 
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peror; 7,20 to Choumnos; 10,6 to Phokas; 28,3 to Choum- 
nos; 29,18 and 30,9-10 to Bardales). They actually form a 
cluster and probably belong in the same period: The view 
that they were written at a latter period than Epist. 15, 
which Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theo- 
doros Hyrtakenos”, 228-229, places around the year 1310, 
is based on a rather false assumption. This letter in fact 
should be dated after 1328. Consequently the chronology 
of the above mentioned group remains open to discussion. 
cf. the commentary on Epist. 15. . 

33. ate Tovs TOD PAovdxou éxueunvev: Glaukos of Potniae was 
devoured by his horses at the funeral games for Pelias. 
The story may go back to Aeschylus’ lost tragedy Glaucus 
Potnieus (TrgF 3. 148-58); cf. Oxford Classical Dictionary, 468. 
The theme of Glaukos is employed also in Epist. 7,28; 9,29; 
28,8 in connection with Hyrtakenos’s starving horse. 


for the letters in which he bemoans (seriously or not if is 
irrelevant) his old age and poverty, 
16-17 suviay qua bé ovtodete: More than one third of Hyrtakenos 
correspondence deals with his claim for a siteresion for his 
services as a teacher, For it is well known that those who 
taught and were in the service of the State normally re. 
ceived besides grants of money a year’s allowance of grain 
in kind. In a series of letters addressed to the Emperor 
(Epist. 2; 33, 34 53), the grand logothete (Epist. 8; 9: 36, 39, 
65) and to influential former students (Epist. 10; 60, 87) 
Hyrtakenos asked for a supply of grain or barley describ. | 
ing his needs and poverty in a dramatic way and at times 
in a somewhat humorous way also the misery of his stary- 
ing horse which in its despair threatened to devour him 
(Epist. 2; 6-7; 9-10; 28-30; 92). The chronology and the cir: 
cumstances under which these letters were written can= 
not be established since they do not provide any concrete 
hints. His overall poverty and pleas for grain may be un- 
realistic. On the other hand, they seem to underline hig 
constant financial insecurity: vuvi 8¢, ynroviag énovong, 
tobto $4 oitodeia, t6 névtwy Onpiwv mapanépuxev 
&fwA€otatov, kal ola yabpoc tatipog katauvKdtat te Kol 
kataywKdtai you (Epist. 1, 20-22), 

26-27 adhd xo inrcoc, @ ps cuumabéle édwpyow: The horse Hyr- 
takenos was given by the Emperor is mentioned ina letter 
to Choumnos (Epist. 6,17 and 7,28) and to Metochites 
(Epist. 9,23) and becomes a topic always in connection 
with his poverty in several other (Epist. 2,8 to the Em- 


Epist. 2 hs 
3-4  Tpd¢ duo otd” “Hoaxdyjc, naporsta pnot: Cf. also Epist. 9 
which is a duplicate of this letter - perhaps a first draft. 


ist. 3 
S Roootovta ps Thy TOWTAY “Ata elyev 7 as Room aaa 
tog — fh boa poydots xail dyetior ardnpate éxeluywro: The 
text of Epist. 3-4 does not specify the location of the oe 
triarchal residence. In the period under consideration it 
has been proposed that it was housed in the compound of 
the Church of Saint Theophylact, where it is known that 
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in the past decades there were convened a series of Syn 
ods and some of the Patriarch’s resided there.’ In his firse 
attempt to visit the Patriarch Hyrtakenos came up to the 
stairs of the front building, but he found the gate closed. 
and had to wait outside together with the beggars. At ves. - 
pers the gate was open, but the way leading the Patriarch 
was again closed. At his second visit two weeks later the 
first gates of the church were closed, but someone indicated 
to him to go to a wooden gate which led to the Patriarch’s 
residence, yet the gate keeper closed it at Hyrtakenos’ face, 


Epist. 5 
14-15. et dé tobe &douc mpopias aitéh AoBelv mptos, Batiua y? 
ovdév: Hyrtakenos’ intellectual pursuits and interests oc. 
cupy only a small part of his correspondence, but never: : 
theless the few available pieces of evidence illustrate to 
some extent his contacts. Like most of his contemporaries 
he borrowed manuscripts for reading or copying as this 
letter suggests. The work he requested is not specified in 
the text, but it was most likely the Ilepi Woy iis philosoph- 
ical treatise of Choumnos in which he had attacked the 
views of Plato and Plotin (PG 140, 1403-1438): cf. H.-G. 
Beck, Kirche und theologische Literatur im byzantinischen 
Reich, Munich 1978, 690. The next two letters addressed as 


1. Kourouses, «O déyto¢ aixzoupenxds matpidoynns “Iwdwnyes II” 
Dhuxde», 344-347. R. Janin, La géogpraphie ecclésiastique de I’ empire byzan- 
tin, IIf, Les églises et les monastéres, Paris 1969, 246. 





Epist. 
26-27 


Epist. 
30-32 
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well to Choumnos (Epist. 6-7) deal also with his discourse 
“on the Soul”, which Hyrtakenos heard during a reading 
session where it was presented for the first time (Epist. 6, 
2-3). Complying with his request Choumnos sent him a 
copy of his treatise, but Hyrtakenos kept it longer than it 
was probably agreed prompting a complaint on Choum- 
nos’ part (Epist. 6, 12-13). The date of the composition “On 
the Soul” has not been yet established, yet Verpeaux, 
Nicéphore Choumnos, p. 55 dated it in the period 1315-1317. 
Without excluding this possibility, it should be pointed 
out that his supposition is nowhere documented. Be that 
as it may, Hyrtakenos appears to have been close to 
Choumnos (at least for a certain period of time) because 
he receive from him his discourses on two different occa- 
sions (cf. Epist. 86 and 91). 


7 
Xuw.derg ~ tributary of the Skamandros river in Troy, at the 
plain of which were fought the battles for its conquest; 


Hom. I. 4, 475. 


8 


IAN Ay we itu yh suet&AAcuoV — TEOLEODEdLLYV GV 
GAN HY ev youattey yy suetaha TEDLEDDEOLLT 


-oyuptots te xot yovotors: The envy of the impoverished 


intellectual towards the comfortable life that leads an ar- 
tisan who works with his hands is a topos; cf, for instance, 
the “Dramation” of Michael Haplucheir in P.L.M. Leone, 
“Michaelis Hapluchiris versus cum excerptis”, Byz 39 
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39-43 


Epist. 
5-7 
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(1969) 251-283, Hunger, Die hohchsprachliche profane Litey. 
atur der Byzantiner, I, 69-70, 

“Iv ovv wh dod 6&rrov Eoyov yevoiueia ~ tv’ edBdwe 
Soxotuey dv Staxovexol xat xorrtac quetépas Sepureureet, 
cobra Sptivrec 76) Tio xwumdtac “Hou: Hyrtakenos alludes 
to Aristophanes’ Pluto 1168sq. Remarkably he cited in hig 
letters mostly excerpts from Pluto which was the most 


widely read of Aristophanes’ works after the Clouds, 


Aristophanes was read in the school because of his ethical e 

precepts which he conveyed hidden in his mockery and _ : 
sarcasm and there is good reason to believe that Hyr- | 
takenos included some Aristophanic texts in his curricy: : 
lum. For the editions and scholia of Aristophanes during _ | 
the Palaeologan period, see Hunger, Die hochsprachliche | 


profane Literatur der Byzantiner, II 71-75; J.W. Koster, “Aristo- 
phane dans la tradition byzantine”, Revue des études grec- 
ques 76 (1963) 393ff. 


10 
TO TH Yipy% xatanintoy imdveye TH Tatpl xate THY 
Suvounévyy dvtrmehkoywotv: Hyrtakenos employed the 


topos of antipelargosis in a series of letters addressed to a 
former students (Epist. 60, 78, 87). However, as a topos sig- | 
nifying the retribution for benefits received, it appears 
rather rarely in epistolographical texts; cf. Epist. 117, 20 | 


of Michael Choniates, Kolovou 196. 





Epist. 
£5 


Epist. 
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il 

autos 8y Xwvdrng — BiBov Agrototéhous TH Teproavery 
cou mémouoe: Hyrtakenos seems to have procured for 
Metochites the Aristotle manuscript in the possession of 
the unknown otherwise Choniates (PLP 31233) with the 
understanding that it was given on temporary loan: oot 
uéy Atyxotos, Euot dé xexoutxdtoc, Fearing that his man- 
uscript may be not returned, Choniates proposed to sell 
it, using as a pretext his poverty. We do not know the value 
of manuscripts during this period. N. G. Wilson has re- 
marked that “the supply of books is reflected in the prices 
they fetched [and they] were high in relation to the 
salaries of civil servants, who were probably an important 
section of the reading public”; cf. “Books and Readers in 
Byzantium”, Byzantine Books and Bookmen. A Dumbarton 
Oaks Colloquium, Washington, D.C. 1975, 3. Indicative how- 
ever for the book trade and by extension the price of a 
manuscript is the great number of works copied in the 
early Palaeologan period; cf. the excellent discussion of 
the subject by H. Hunger, “Von Wissenschaft und Kunst 
der frithen Palaiologenzeit”, JOBG 8 (1959) 123-155, esp. 
138ff; Schreiben und Lesen in Byzanz. Die byzantinische 
Buchkultur, Munich 1989, 40-42. 


13 

ous, otc énenou.vetc: Hyrtakenos received from the Protos 
of Mount Athos in addition to olive oil and saffron, 
wooden pestles, Michael Choniates had received as a gift 
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Epist. 


Epist. 
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also two pestles from the abbot of the monastery of Kyne._ 
gos ton Philosophon; Epist. 120, 10-12, Kolovou, 200, Foy 
gifts mentioned in Byzantine letters cf. A. Karpozilos, “Re. 
alia in Byzantine Epistolography”, BZ 77 (1984) 20-37; 8g. 
(1995) 68-84, where the sending or receipt of olive oil, saf: 

fron and pestles are recorded. 


14 
Tae Bucks Eorveckson ouxdic: The Geoponica prescribe that the 
hanging of the fruit-bearing branches of the wild fig _ 
(€pivedc) near the cultivated fig trees in order to mature 
their fruit should be carried during the month of june: 
TOUT TH Unvi Bv Tals cuxdiic TOUs SAUvOoUS xal Te Eptved: 
xpepdcouev. Geoponica 3, 6, 4, (Beckh 94, 11-12). Cf. also Ar: | 
istotle, Historia animalium 557b, 28 (Bekker). Hyrtakenos 
forms an infinitive ép.vecoo from the unattested verb 
éprvectCw - but this could be explained as simply a scribal 
mistake — instead of the standard verb Zowetw, 


15 
Fatouros considered this letter to be one of the earliest in the 
collection because Hyrtakenos requested from the recipient 
an Albanian horse and as it is evident from other letters he 
had made the same request about a horse to the Emperor, 
On this ground, he identified the recipient with a cousin of = 
the Emperor Andronikos II, Palaiologos Andronikos Kom= 
nenoss Branas Doukas Angelos (PLP 21439), who died some- 
time after 1310, Yet, it is more probable that Hyrtakenos 


49 
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addressed his letter to the protovestiarios Palaiologos An- 
dronikos Angelos Komnenos Doukas, cousin of Andronikos 
II, who was governor of Belegrada/ Beration in the region 
of Albania and died in Prilapon in the year 1328 (PLP 21435), 
Consequently the letter must be dated considerably later. If 
this supposition proves correct then the letter must have 
been written during the reign of Andronikos IIT because in 
the inscription the addressee is called cousin of the Emperor 
(T6) rod Baorddtug ea.déAu) being implied Andronikos II. 
*Hy wey, ws Adyos — éxuvuutay doetc tH medcyet: The 
flight of Daedalus and his son Icarus became a standard 
topos in letter writing - oh that I had wings to fly like a 
dove and come near you! ~ but in this case Hyrtakenos 
chose to expand his theme with a few more inferences 
(about Minos and Pasiphae and then Sappho) in order to 
provide the framework of the fantastic flight of the an- 
cient inventor. The same theme Hyrtakenos used and ina 
letter to Konstantinos Loukites (Epist. 40, 2-5), paraphras- 
ing in essence the first part of his original version. For this 
epistolographical topos, see Hunger, Die hochsprachliche 
profane Literatur der Byzantiner, 1, 227. 

tnmovu tov “AABavod: An Albanian horse was obviously con- 
sidered to be of a special breed. Theodore II Laskaris gave 
to his minister, Georgios Mouzalon, an “A)Bavov tmnoy 
brought from Epidamnos, which he considered “an excel- 
lent gift appropriate for an excellent man” (Epist. 203, 5, 
9, Festa, 250). Cf. A. Karpozilos, “Realia in Byzantine Epis- 
tolography”, BZ 88 (1995) 69. 
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326 
Epist. 16 Schreiben und Lesen in Byzanz. Die byzantinische Buchkultur, 
6-8 Tel 7s Zoyactay tetpd&uuny — THY AUTTAY THe YaoTpde 86, proposes the word kavikActov for inkwell: cf. however 
&vactéhhouut: Hyrtakenos mentions in other letters ag the discussion of this term by F. Délger, Byzantinische Diplo- 
well his resolve of changing his teaching profession be- matik, Ettal 1956, 50-52. 
cause of the financial problems he was facing (cf. Epist. 
64, 93). On this occasion, he recounts his failed venture Epist. 18 
to become a farmer and how his land estate was lost in 7-9 Teuolytu dy grhorowiteooy dp dvoryvucbelc — Bovutnce- 
an earthquake. But he had hoped through the mediation objoetat: The subject of the letter is about a newly com- 
of Theodoros Metochites (in his capacity of megas logo- posed work of Metochites (unspecified, however)? which 
thetes?) to obtain land property away from the scene of Hyrtakenos heard delivered during a reading session and 
destruction. The date and the facts of the letter cannot wanted to borrow - a gesture that probably would have 
be established. He nevertheless turned for help to Meto- pleased the grand logothete or so he thought. 
chites again during a land survey and distribution of 
pronoia holdings in the region of Nymphaion (cf. Epist, | — Epist. 19 
20). We do not know whether he managed to acquire: The identity of the undisciplined student of Hyrtakenos 
land in this manner or whether his attempt to obtain — cannot be ascertained. G. Fatouros identified him with 
monastic property as a charistikion around Kyzikos Demetrios Metochites (PLP 17980), a young supporter of 
through the mediation of Basileios Glykys, the son of __ Andronikos Ill who became in 1326 governor of Strou- 
the Patriarch loannes Glykys (cf. Epist. 67), was success: _| mitza and on the basis of his young age and appointment 
ful. to this office he dated the letter before 1312; cf. “Zur 
Chronologie der Briefe des Thodoros Hyrtakenos”, 221- 
Epist. 17 222, 230. 
12 “AD gy, sot thy Bactrews Eovfpodoxny dvaret&oavtos: The 2 &det wev abtov éué mapelvon: Hyrtakenos employs a well 






word gpu8podexn used by Hyrtakenos to designate the 
inkwell which contained the purple ink for signing impe- 
rial documents appears to be a hapax legomenon. The com- 
mon name for inkwell is rehavddyn or wsdovddyov TevEtdtov 
as in Tzetzes, Epist. 39,9; 80,6 Leone, 57; 119. Hunger, 


2. I. Sevéenko, Etudes sur la polémique entre Théodore Métochite et 
Nicéphore Choumnos, Bruxelles 1962, 112, n. 2 supposed that the work 
which Hyrtakenos requested was probably the newly composed Intro- 
duction to Astronomy of Metochites. 
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Epist. 
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known topos in letter writing having in mind probably _ 
the beginning of Saint Basil’s Epist. 269 (III 139 Courtonne: 
70 psy &xdAouboy jy xed dmerhou_evov cou TH Stabeoet Huse 

adrovc mopetvet). For the theory of friendship and this par. 
ticular topos that, although away from his friend, the epis- 
tolographer is still with him spiritually, and that time and _ 
distance cannot affect their bond, cf. G. Karlsson, Idéologie 
et cérémonial dans I’ épistolographie byzantine, Uppsala 1959, 
34ff, Hunger, Die hochsprachliche profane Literatur der Byzan- 
tiner, I, 226. 


2 


20 
The letter is one of the few sources that mention the 
process of conferring a conditional grant of the revenues 
derived from land property (pronoia) in the fourteenth 
century. The location of Nymphae cannot be ascertained 
and Nymphaion of Lydia in western Asia Minor comes 
into consideration only before it fell to the Turks in 1315, 
The inspection of the land holdings was carried by a fiscal 
official whom Hyrtakenos called péyac év hoytatoite and 
further down xaOnyepwy tis tepite yemdootac, synonyms: 
perhaps of the office of péyas hoyapraarigs (controller of 
expenses). I. SevCenko, “Theodore Metochites, the Chora, 
and the Intellectual Trends of his Time”, in P.A. Under- 
wood, The Kariye Djami, vol. 4, Princeton 1975, 27-28, as- 
sumed that by the péyas év Aoytotaic Hyrtakenos implied 
the megas logothetes Theodoros Metochites, who is known _ 
to have sold land grants. For a discussion of the letter and 
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the meaning of émtoxe1¢ (inspection of land property) 
and otxovoy.ia (a synonym of pronoia), see M.C. Bartusis, 
Land and Privilege in Byzantium. The Institution of Pronoia, 
Cambridge 2012, 356, 358. 


Epist. 21 


TH xaAG xeyabG Baparyxotw: He was expelled from his 
homeland by the barbarians and found refuge and em- 
ployment as a practitioner of medicine in Constantinople 
(PLP 2148). Perhaps to be identified with Bapaystns Mi- 
yond, author of a short treatise on medicine and philoso- 
phy (PLP 2153). 


22 

Oddéev “Epuy xat “Apet xorvév: Hyrtakenos builds up his ar- 
gument by making a contrast between the god of war Ares 
and Hermes his patron, the god of learning. The same 
topos is employed in a different context also by Maximos 
Planudes: Die yep Geopnviay tolir’ By iver xo SAeOpov, et 
ye O atpatnyag xed tots Modouts cuvéotar. Kat cuveeper c6) 
“Apet nati tov “Eouiiy xot duotuy nose 70 uy toto ducty~ 
ynus.. Maximus Planudes, Epist. 99, 13. 

But was Hyrtakenos serious about his draft and his pe- 
tition to be exempted from military service? That he 
should be freed of his duty because he was obliged to 
serve under an uncivilized decurion is not at all convinc- 
ing - unless he purposely gave a twist to his story to sound 
like a farce, In Constantinople the paramilitary guard 
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service was performed by civilians who were organized 


by neighborhood under a demarchos (ODB I, 602-603). Hyr. 
takenos was obviously required to undertake guard sery- 
ice against his will, because, as he pleads, he was taken 
away from his scholarly pursuits at the command of ade: 
marchos. The letter must date from an early period since 


he does not bring as.a pretext his age. The text has not | 


been discussed before save for a brief note by M.C. Bartu- 
sis, The Late Byzantine Army: Arms and Society, 1204-1453. 


Philadelphia 1992, 254. Cf. K.-P. Matschke, “Rolle und Auf. _ 


gaben der Demarchen in der spatbyzantinischen Haup- 
stadt”, Das spdétbyzantinische Konstantinopel, Hamburg 2008, 
153-187, esp. 167 n. 60. The Sijapyot were not represen- 
tatives of the demes, but executive organs of the ruling 
class. 

6 dexdioyous: In the Sylloge Tacticorum, ed. A. Dain, Paris 1938, 
13, déxapyos dé xahetzour ody 6 Séxcx dpyey dvdptiv, dN 6 
a ey d&xa mottos déxor yao dvtw 6 ete tO Aotrréiv aipyet 
avvédet. 

8-9 xuBwy — tAt@v: Zot xod h cavie iy xoBuv tHAlo, do" F 
ot xuBedovtes maiCouar. Etymologicum Magnum, ed. T. Gais- 
ford, 757, 5-6. 

22 Kooprevie cui: “H 82 Keoupuwvice otic, Av Dondy Teocw- 
voxaCov, ob patiAov iy Onptov, &Ade LOY YAO xo yoreTeoy 
xpatnSyven, Plutarch, Theseus, 8, 6, 5. 


Epist. 24 
O93. \ L re ; 
6-7 ty ow uh Kodvy tac xactamobety yewyparta, téiv ordre 
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cw 8 otepnfetyy eyes: Hyrtakenos intentionally did not 
name the official who was supposed to present a letter of 
his to the Emperor. He called him Kronos in a light spirit 
if not ironically like the mythological god who had de- 
voured his own children. Hyrtakenos’ pun is quite obvious 
for he regarded his letter as an offspring of his following 
the classicizing jargon of his day. Responsible for the pres- 
entation of the petitions addressed to the Emperor was 
the epi ton deeseon. In the period under discussion this of- 
fice was occupied by Georgios Chatzikes (PLP 30724). 


Epist. 25 

2-3 Hernxdtt oot tov Adyov fixer wet Ocopouc, txet 5” oby of 
xatk ta0Te TH TpoTEow: The work which Phialites had 
asked from Hyrtakenos could be a revised version of the 
oration which he dedicated to the Virgin of the Akatama- 
chetos Church, ed. J.F. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, III, Paris 
1831, 1-58. The same work he presented to Pepagomenos; 


cf. Epist. 51. 
Epist. 26 
2  Kovdvdoug ard xarcuwy vroypapéac: The main writing 


instrument in Byzantium was the sharpened reed (kala- 
mos) whose fine tip was similar to modern metal pens. 
Their value may have been minimal and yet they were 


3. Cf. Hunger, Schreiben und Lesen in Byzanz. Die byzantinische Buchkul- 
tur, 86. ODB III, 1621-1622, 
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Epist. 
5-7 




















Epist. 31 ; 
5-6 ‘Padyvovd’ ovx ay Teloo, Kat THE? npuevoy &U ToLEely TOUS 
plAous Tov avdpe: Radenos, a former student of Hyrtakenos 
and at that time employed in some official capacity in the 
court, may be identified with Nikolaos Radenos (PLP 
23984), a correspondent of Georgios Oinaiotes.* 
93-04 BrAdprov: In the context of this letter Hyrtakenos seems 
to refer to a fabric made of cotton in various colors, used 
for garments; cf. BaAdcproe BauBaxepe, to Ev modotvov xat 
70 Etepov Bévetov, Actes d’ Iviron, Il, ed, V. Kravari et al., 180, 
25, 29. In two other letters he asked the addressees, the 
megas dioiketes (Epist. 43, 8) and Nikephoros Metochites 
(Epist. 49, 12) for a mantle (yAotive) to keep him warm in 
winter. For the same reason he asked his former student 
Loukites to send him from Trebizond a secular black cowl 
lined with a fox fur together with an undergarment made 
of silk also in black color: xooutxdy usrav &u.qrov mEhov, 
dSopdy Au.reou.evov (Epist. 37, 28-29). 


considered appropriate as a small gift. Georgios Kypriog 
provided Theodora Raoulaina with fine reeds for pens (56. 
vakac) and asked her to return them if she had no use of 
them. Cf. S. Kotzabassi, “Scholarly Friendship in the Thir- 
teenth Century: Patriarch Gregorios II Kyprios and Theo- 
dora Raoulaina”, Parekbolai 1 (2011) 128, 147, 1-10. And 
loannes Tzetzes receiving some knives as a gift he remar- 
ked that he knew something about them because he used 
one to sharpen his pen (Epist. 69,8ff, Leone, 98), 
6 tay Bhayeovidy émwvurzos: It is not clear if the person im- 


| 
| 


plied here is an official named Basyeovirys or an official 
of the Blachernai palace, a mpoxabyuevoc tév Broryepviy 
maAattwy (cf. Pseudo-Kodinos, 139,19; 166,2; 187,25 and 
Manuel Philes, epigr. 41, Miller, II, 411, 101). Yet, a certain 
Mavourd Barayepvitns appears in the sources as hetai: 
reiarches in Thessalonike in the service of Andronikos III 
Palaiologos in 1328 (PLP 2829). 


27 

TETuopa yap whe tives thy abtovouwy — Uepos Tod otiy Epist. 33 

14  Youoapiwy: Perhaps he was a fictitious person, credited 
as having originated comedy between 581-560 BC. Pauly- 


Wissova, IV A 973-974. 


asriay rorjcacbc xdusrcrtos: The addressee was about to 
join a monastic community which was in schism with the 
official body of the Church. Implied must be the followers 
of Arsenios Autoreianos who refused to recognize the pa- 
triarchate of Constantinople. If this supposition is correct 
then the letter was written prior to the healing of the 
schism in 1310, 4, Kourouses, «‘O Adytog otxoupenxds matprdpyns “Iwdwas IT” 6 
Truxten, 373. 
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Epist. 34 


11 sutery 8 Baodedg: The letter was written either during 
the joint rule of Michael IX with his father Andronikos | 


~ in the period 1294-1320 - or after the death of Michael 


IX in 1320, when besides Andronikos II on the throne had 
been raised his grandson Andronikos Ill, crowned Em 
peror in February 1325.5 Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der 
Briefe des Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 223-224, has con. 
nected this letter with Epist. 33 (addressed to the Ein 


peror) and Epist. 36 (addressed to Metochites) because in 


all three letters Hyrtakenos described his material priva- 


tions requesting corn and barley (endvc dery xaieny xporrh 
(34, 3); GAG yap véwos, yoknvérare Boothe, adt6 cttw 
‘ t 


xa xorOyy (33, 16-17); Emrottiau.od dénoic tot 006 Baotlda 
36, 26) and has proposed an early date for them around 


the year 1312, 


11-12 & 7’ dv b8up te vet xotl dévdpe torxod tabi. The verse 


derives from the Epigram Anthol. Gr. VII 153, attributed in- 
correctly in antiquity to Homer or Kleobulos of Lindos: 


XodxF mupbévos ett, Midec 8 ari onLate xetuon. 
a) sane eh sede ey 
£07’ Gv Uduip te ven noth Sévdoex poxpe teOAdn, 
ee 
autod tds uévoucn Tohuxratites ari tou Beo 
t 
2 2 is 
ay yehéw maprotion Midac dn tide Tébouma. 


5. Cf. Aik. Christophilopoulou, Exhoyn, dvaydpevote xat arédte tov 
Putcerrevol abroxpdcogos, Athens 1956, 186-189, 
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It was cited by Plato in Phaedr. 264d and been widely 
known ever since. The quotation was known also to Liban- 
ios, or. 17,34 (II 220 Foerster), ep. 780 (X 704 Foerster). The 
source of Hyrtakenos cannot be ascertained - it could be 
Libanios or the Anthologia Planudea. It is also cited by the 
Anonym. Upsal., G.H. Karlsson, Codex Upsaliensis Graecus 28, 
Stockholm 1981, 53, 88. 


35 

juehynevor us Tod oLAtatou: Metochites was not an indif- 
ferent parent with regard to his children’s education (cf. 
Gregoras, VIII 5, 309, 12- 19 who taught his son - probably 
Nikephoros - and his daughter Eirene) and judging from 
Hyrtakenos’ correspondence he made inquiries about his 
son’s progress especially when he thought that his child 
did not receive enough instruction as this letter suggests 
(cf. Epist. 74, 10-12: wnvonata cuyva, yetpeplore gorxdto, 
wpadesor, Tapa TH o77¢ Horevotivrat Aapmodrntos jor’ 
emrdidova matdete tov olAtatoy). Yet it is not clear which 
one of his four sons is implied in the above mentioned let- 
ters. They may refer to Nikephoros Metochites, the only 
one in fact to be a recipient of Hyrtakenos’ letters (Epist. 
42, 44, 49, 71). As to its date, Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie 
der Briefe des Theodoros Metochites”, 223-224 proposed 
the year 1312 or even an earlier time for the four letters 
addressed to Metochites with regard to the education of 
his sons in the chronological sequence (Epist. 62, 19, 35, 
74). 
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Epist. 


5-6 


Epist. 
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36 
Basrreds 82, ob yoo nol dv’ Ov Hdtos Sedqurovoyntan: 
plied to the Emperor as a sun-like ruler, the topos ig 
rived from antiquity and became a standard propaganda 
piece in both imperial ceremony and court rhetoric: The 
same motif is developed by Hyrtakenos in his Toacwe- 
vaya mas Tov atitoxpdtopa, that is Andronikos It: boyy 
atvon 7) xoouw Tov Baothéo,, Stou yapry xot dedyutovoynte 
(ed. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, I, 251). Cf. also H. Hunger, 
Prooimion: Elemente der byzantinischen Kaiseridee in den Aren- 
gen der Urkunden, Vienna 1964, 75-80. M.G. Parani, "Rise 
like the Sun: the God-inspired Kingship: Light-symbolism 
and the Uses of Light in Middle and Late Byzantine Impe- 
rial Ceremony”, in A. Lidov, ed. Light and Fire in Sacred 
Space, Moscow 2013, 159-184, : 


37 
or yep Tie mpotéoas hirens dpuBoradans — Tpotépory 8 
Rey Thy én “Avend cup Paoav tO worxapity: The drowning 
of Anemas (PLP 91211) in the sea of Propontis is men- 
tioned in one more letter addressed to Loukites (Epist: 40, 
15), yet the text does not clarify whether he was the cap- 
tain, a member of the crew of the sunken ship, or simply 
a courier bringing gifts to Hyrtakenos from Trebizond, 
The latter seems more probable. Shipwrecks are rarely 
mentioned in the sources; cf. G. Makris, “Schiffbruch” in 
his Studien zur spdtbyzantinischen Schiffahrt, Genova 1988, 
242-245, 
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*Avdpos PLrcadyou LeyLat&ves éyxuUtoy — Th Teptpavety 
cou Térou.e: This epic work of Hyrtakenos composed in 
two hundred fifty dactylic hexameters is not extant. 

x00" “Ounooy, dro uudiv xotl Botodcywy: Implied is the par- 
ody of the Ilias Batrachomyomachia (the Battle of Frogs and 
Mice), a short Epos in 303 verses, which was traditionally 
believed to be a work of Homer; cf. Th. W. Allen, Homeri 
Opera V, Oxford 1946, 168-183. 


_Epist. 38 


44-36 2pudprdous tolvuy 6 mardeutng Emaviner xevos — xed Tepe: 

“26 tov Bactdews moutavetoy ywpet toapnoduevoc: Hyr- 
takenos’ income depended upon the fees he exacted from 
his students, but the pay was irregular and even rich par- 
ents failed to pay him. His livelihood threatened, he com- 
plained to the grand logothete Metochites (Epist. 39, 66, 
81) and the Emperor (Epist. 53, 64) that his students re- 
fused to pay him their fees. In several letters addressed to 
the Emperor and to high ranking officials he asked to be 
given a siteresion, that is a yearly allowance for his services 
as a teacher (Epist. 63, 64, 74, 77, 81, 93). His school was 
private but it was attended by students sponsored by the 
government. A number of his former students moreover 

- were serving in the imperial court as notarioi and other 
similar positions. 
"AMX hy téiv BaorAgwe votaptey Exooros doyuotoy By xatd 
urve BooBevy trot TH) Tadedoavet: A very unrealistic pro- 
posal by Hyrtakenos, but one which underscores his in- 
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Epist, 
10 


Epist. 


10-11 


12-13 
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: Epist. 44 

2 Xv — grAdcowos el: About Nikephoros Metochites’ erudi- 
tion we know next to nothing, yet Hyrtakenos appealed 
to his philosophic training twice in an attempt to flatter 
him and make his case each time more creditable (cf. 
Epist. 71,2ff,). 


sistence that the services he renders to the State shoul 
be recognized. The imperial secretaries (called also gram 
matikoi) ranked low in the ranks of the administration ang 
served in various government departments; cf. ODB Iii, 
1495, 


40 
we yedtddow — yodpuoow / 12 at tiv adiv ExtatohOy dy 
Sdvec Aryupdv douatiowat: The nightingale and the swal 
low to which the letter is likened is a well known topos in 
almost every collection of letters and in progymnasmata, - 
Cf. Mauropous, Epist. 1, Karpozilos, 33, 1-15; 199-201 
Karlsson, Idéologie et cérémonial dans I’ épistolographie byzan- _ 
tine, 106-111. Hunger, Die hochsprachliche profane Literatur. : 


Epist. 46 

“AdAny tpexu tig, onoty A mapouste, eAqv éBcdice: The 
proverb seems to have its roots in late antiquity but it sur- 
faces in letter collections mostly after the twelfth century. 
Cf. M. Grimbart, “Da capo: Ein tibersehenes byzantinisches 
Sprichwort”, Medioevo Greco 6, (2006) 145-147. 

3-6  TMETTWAATOS TaTOOS xat Pihou — xal TOdS AUaS &AANAOUC 
dou Statnpeiv: The letter must have been written long 
after the death of Georgios Akropolites (1282) - since Hyr- 
takenos reminded the addressee the promise they had 
given to his father that they stay close friends. His rise to 
the office of megas logothetes sometime after 1294 (or per- 
haps later in 1305/1306) may have provided the occasion 
for the composition of the letter. 


der Byzantiner, 1, 226. 


Al 
xorte tov dvelnBevta éhona: Pelops was killed by his fa- 
ther Tantalus and his flesh was offered to the gods at'a 
meal in order to test their intelligence. The gods however _ 
returned him to life. 
8 “Ardwvews xeridvta TH te Puxy TOU OnPatou Terpectou 
xenodpevov: Aidoneus ruled in the underworld, in the _ Epist. 47 

realm of the dead, where Odysseus descended andsought | 7-8 thvddow—mapnyyunouc [latfomovdw: An otherwise un- 
a prophecy from the ghost of the blind seer Teiresias _ known person (PLP 22047), 

(Homer, Odyssey, 10, 485ff). 
Epist. 50 

11-13 “AN& mode tt un, youupaary Errotelhac — crholxotc dé tide 
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xat meCots, xat tovtote dv’ HAAotptas yetpdc: Hyrtakenos. 
thought it was not appropriate for a scholar residing in. 
the Queen of Cities to receive a pedestrian message writ. 
ten even by someone else’s hand and not his correspon. 
dent. It is not clear if he was snobbish or simply 
condescending to his provincial correspondent. loannes 
Tzetes had received also a letter written in simple and low 
style (2uetpiate yao 7 YEON ROL TPS TO TOTELVOY xorTE- 
ctpeto), but he praised the author, a high ranking official, 
for his splendid ideas (Epist. 76, 9ff, Leone, 112). 
20-21 ti mpg tolryy AGFivan, at ply prdv youcdlt toile meatdevceaty, 
vuvi 08 xevn orxaota: The decline of Athens as a culttiral 
centre and Constantinople as its spiritual heir is a rather 
common theme in rhetorical and epistolographical texts, 
The well known passage of Michael Choniates about the 
poverty of the city and its uneducated citizens reflected 
a realistic situation (cf. Epist. 8, 28, and 52, Kolovou, 11. __ 
13, 38-39 and 72-73). Hyrtakenos’ statement goes however _ 
back to an old rhetorical topos which contrasted the 
pagan wisdom of Athens to the glorious imperial City 
which was founded by the first Christian Emperor, Con- 
stantine the Great. This trend of thought is nothing new 
for it is encountered in various city encomia like the 
Byzantios of Theodoros Metochites,° but also in letter col 
lections, for instance of Konstantinos Akropolites (Epist. 


6. Cf. Theodoros Metochites, Bufcivrios 7 mept tis BactAidos peya- 
Aondrsws, ed, I. Polemis, Thessaloniki, § 33, pp. 358,21-360,55, 
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37,1-8, Romano, 136-137), and of loannes Chortasmenos: 
nett “Aryvatuay Te oeuver exeiva xa ooBepd Suny quota ic 7 
undev TEpteoty Tavoy, Kod et uy OV “Aproteidny xat cay ani 
tote Hoavabnvatars mornlévta doyov éxeivy ovddhue dy jy 
2y uvqu.n téiv AOnvate 7 KOds, (Epist. 44,6-9, Hunger, 200, 
45,2-5. Cf. also E, Fenster, Laudes Constantinopolitanae, [Mis- 
cellanea Byzantina Monacensia 9], Munich 1968, 196ff}. 
But Hyrtakenos by praising the City as a centre of culture 
and learning in essence projected himself as a tutor and 
scholar and this becomes more evident in another letter 
of his to his former student Loukites in which he repeats 
the same cliché and considers him moreover fortunate to 
have studied (implied of course under him) in the Queen 
of Cities: xt tefopane wey tov emrotelhavea, uemoxdorxe. 
dé thy bABiwtdrny ev Adyors xat may youcoy Kuwatavttvou 
Tou weycAou xo orrevoeBots Bactdéwes mdAty (Epist. 73, 6- 
9). 


51 

“Hyer got wey 6 Adyos — énqyyedto yep xat odx Ay orws 
ody Hee: The promised work sent to Pepagomenos is ev- 
idently the oration Hyrtakenos had dedicated to the Vir- 
gin of the Akatamachetos Church in Constantinople;’ cf. 


7. The location of the Akatamachetos Church is not known, but its 
founder, a certain sebastos Gouliotes may have lived in the early part of 
the fourteenth century. Janin, La géographie ecclésiastique de Vempire byzan- 
tin, III. Les églises et les monastéres, 157. 
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Epist. 
2-3 


Epist. 
73-74 


Epist. 
24 


45-48 


Ocodwpou edtehods tol “Yotaxnvod Adyos sy ROMAOTIZ |. 
se we tah Faas Sn : 
cig thy él vic wokttelav rhs UmepevAoy ques OEoTIOL ne 
is , 
nud derrapbévou xat Beotdxou ti "Axatoprayntou (ed. jp 
! 
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Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, III, 1-58). 


52 
Ei wav did tiv exdiv MASes, copwtate, old? Ore xed bitpoy 
adtote Sixatav éyers eEeveyxuy: Perhaps the dispatched 
epic to Galesiotes is the same as the one Hyrtakenos had 
sent to Loukites; cf. Epist. 37, 38-40. 


55 
"Eye 88 viv Hon mpd tov otabu.dv tod vot otpdow toy 
&éove: A frequently used phrase in his other writings: #) 
emi tov xeluevoy otpeTTéov 70x TOU Adyou Tov d&Eova., Bois- 
sonade, Anecdota Graeca, I, 289; II, 441, 452; 


56 
centéoc 6 dwdexa: The number twelve was sacred in the 


judaeo-christian tradition (Old and New Testament, Chris- 


tian calendar) and in Greek antiquity (Mythology, the sci 
ences, astronomy and mathematics). Cf, G.K. Spyridakes, 


Opnaxeurixn xod "HOtxn "Eyxuxdomondeta, vol, 5, 243-244, 
“Number Symbolism and Theory”, ODB, III, 1502. 
dédrtou tHe ‘Ownprxiig Oducceiags — ypew ae todtys EG 
oxev: It should be pointed out that it is not very clear 
the twelve golden nomismata which Loukites sent to H 
takenos covered also the price of a copy of Homer 
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Odyssey plus the purchase of fish roe and incense or were 
simply a very generous gift to him. For some indicative 
prices for manuscripts assessed in the Palaeologan period, 
see H, Hunger, “Von Wissenschaft und Kunst der friihen 
Palaiologenzeit”, JOBG 8 (1959) 123-155, esp. 138ff; 
Schreiben und Lesen in Byzanz. Die byzantinische Buchkultur, 
41-42, 

8 pdvov ny, Stomémeureran. 76 8 gotl, Ditpa Guprduorcos ulor: 
Incense in the form of an aromatic resin was imported 
from Arabia and India and it is interesting that Loukites 
ordered it from Constantinople. For its usage in the Jewish 
ritual and its introduction later in the Christian worship 
as also in the imperial ceremonies, see the lemma “Qu- 
uiopec” in the Oonoxeurixn nel HOrxh "Eyxuxdomasdsta, 
vol. 6, 560-562 and B. Chevallier - Caseau, Fowdta, The Use 
and Meaning of Fragrances in the Ancient World and their Chris- 
tianization (100 ~ 900 AD), Chicago 1994, 

iy d8 nooxo¢ dprotoc Srameuobety: Implied is musk, an aro- 
matic substance extracted from the abdomen of the male 
musk deer and sold in Constantinople by the guild of 
myrepsoi together with spices and aromatic products 
brought from Pontos, that is Chaldia and Trebizond; 62” 
surropevestucay ... Eudahkuny, &uBup, wdoyov, MBavov 


‘opvova; cf, Das Eparchenbuch Leons des Weisen, ed. J. Koder, 


[CFHB 33], Vienna 1991, § 10, 1, 7 and 10, 2, 2. In his trea- 
tise on the nutritious properties of food Symeon Seth 
gives a description of the various kinds of musk and the 
places of their production; B, Langkavel, Simeonis Sethi Syn- 
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57 


Epist. 
























tagma de alimentorum facultatibus, Leipzig 1868, 66-67. One 
of course wonders that Loukites should have asked for 
such supplies which one would expect that were available 
in Trebizond, where they were normally imported from 
the Middle East and from there carried to Constantinople, 
AX 088 Goi taplyy ebpey: Hyrtakenos claimed that he 
could not find fish roe in Constantinople to send it:tg 
Loukites because the fishermen had not caught any kephg: 
los (Mugil cephalus). Yet the request of Loukites for caviar _ 
is puzzling considering that this commodity was exported 
from the northern coast of the Black Sea to the markets 


Epist. 
of Constantinople: xai + éx Tdvtou xataxourCopevoy a 


2-3 
Kwvotavtivourdhet Tov éxéloe taxyipsuoévu tyfuwy wdy, 
Epist. 52, Chortasmenos, 209, 27-29 dated ca. 1407. Wasit LS 
then at that time not available in the markets of Trebi- 
zond? Cf. D. Jacoby, “Caviar Trading in Byzantium”, Mare _ 
et litora: Essays presented to Sergei Karpov, ed. R. Shukuroy, 
Moscow 2009, 349-363, esp. 353-354. For the fish roe pro- 
duced from kephalos, see F. Tinnefeld, “Zur kulinarischen 
Qualitat byzantinischer Speisefische”, Collected Papers Ded- 
icated to Kin-ichi Watanabe, Studies in the Mediterranean World 
Past and Present, XI, Tokyo 1988, 159, 


58 

donoiw — pavondiw: Hyrtakenos gives an exceptional et- 
ymology for the word edenhoc/paanoroc/pacdhty (derived 
from ovors/ew and Atos) to comply with the symbolism 
of his gift of beans - that the Emperor may rule like the 
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sun from sunrise in the east to sunset in the west, An 
anonymous medical tract transmits also the form gavao)- 
duov JJ. L. Ideler, Physici et medici greci minors, Ul, els. 18, 2); 
cf. also Etymologicum Gudianum, F.W. Sturz, 550, gacouNc, 
daTpEc, 63g ov. In encomia, letters and prooimia the Em- 
peror is likened to the sun* - a standard propaganda 
theme which is reflected in some fashion here as also in 
Epist. 36, 22-23: xal tH Bépun mpootpeyw tod BororAdws — 
Hdtos yao. 


59 

Tlupoti teAéus éxdeAormdtoc te Epyoy yéyove mupetou: Hyr- 
takenos does not complain about his health, a favoured 
topic by some letter writers as, for instance, Gregorios 
Kyprios. In his Oration dedicated to the Theotokos of the 
Akatamachetos Church in Constantinople, he mentioned, 
however, that he was rescued from death by the Mother 
of God having fallen seriously sick during a widespread 
disaster, perhaps an epidemic (?): ouneo Epyoy gv ypg@ xe- 
xuvOuveuxdtar yeyovévat Steouddew ps, od wovov dé, dc 
xot tat Boayd maporeuspou.évou tots av @dou voonatos 
(Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca, III, 57). 


mupetod — xptO%¢: The remedy which Hyrtakenos de- 


8. Cf. Hunger, Prooimion: Elemente der byzantinischen Kaiseridee in den 
_ Arengen der Urkunden, 75-80. Parani, “Rise like the Sun: the God-inspired 
_Kingship: Light-symbolism and the Uses of Light in Middle and Late 
Byzantine Imperial Ceremony”, 159-184. 
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from the same period: paxpds uot ypdvos ronvdotorBotve: 


scribes was known from the time of Oribasius who advised | 
: E POR eRanD 
TOPMYNKE .. THE erapatou hertoupytac dvanevy undéy 


= 

} 

that the barley should not be peeled but only washed in J 

water and be boiled: tots 2 nupértouct Sef thy xetOay ph 7 (Epist. 64, 2-3). ae 

| 47-19 at & ody, “Eoutig abtote véors &¢ KépBepov, cyokn, yor 82 
usidhov, &¢ x6paxac: His complaint that he taught prosody 

(mposwdta) and yet he had no profit (xedcodoc) from it - 
not TO hapuyyilew mept Moocwdtiiv, Todcodos Se oddeysat 
he wrote another time to Metochites (Epist. 66, 24) - and 
that he was fed up with his school, which to him was no 
longer syoAy but rather yoAn, though voiced in a serious 
and sober tone, has a mocking jf not sarcastic effect (cf. 
also Epist. 64, 66, 74, 77, 81 and 93 which seem to belong 
chronologically to the same period).’ If this supposition 
proves correct then this cluster of letters which register 
his efforts to gain a government salary were written dur- 
ing the patriarchate of loannes Glykys (1315-1319) be- 
cause in Epist. 93 Hyrtakenos asked Basileios Glykys to 
intervene on his behalf with his father the Patriarch to se- 
cure the much desired siteresion. 

20-21 mpd¢ TOU Deol, yvurprooy tH Paordel thy emrotoAny: The 
letter which Hyrtakenos asked the prokathemenos tou ves- 
tiariou to submit to the Emperor comes next in the collec- 
tion (Epist 64), which suggests that they form a sequel. 


Tepintiocety, &Ad mAUaVTES éhety ci Odact, Oribasius, 
Synopsis ad Eustathium filium, 4, 35, 9, 2. 


Epist. 61 

The fact that Hyrtakenos was entertaining the idea to retire 
to amonastery because of his financial problems presupposes 
that at that time he was either a widower or that he had never 
been married, The idea of taking monastic vows and retiring 
from the world is discussed also in a letter (dating from the 
same period?) to Basileios Glykys; det anny drordtacbet 
wey Bi Tarivde, cuvtrdEaoOen dé Océ (Epist. 93, 3-4). 





Epist. 62 

23 &huara epi Mdyous — tov plrtatoy &AAcabont: The letter 
suggests that Hyrtakenos was left with no students at that 
time and on account of it he offered to work for Meto- 
chites as a private tutor. In another instance he informed 
Opsikianos that he was not hired as a teacher (uh Oynteduy 
teAw), but he would be grateful if he could offer his serv- 
ices once again (Epist. 45, 4). 





Epist. 63 

9-10 Luyvdc por yodvos mardorprBotiver uderny Tapuynxe, Undey 
dvaynévy Tig Aettoupytac: The same wording is used in his 
next letter to the Emperor, which suggests that they date 


9. et & obv, Zopétw ayohh, Epodvrwy Adyot (Epist. 74, 27-28); et 8 avy, 
Zopétw piv Epis adtois véotc Ontedoucty, éopdvtwy doyot, Motiout te 
nat oyodn (Epist. 77, 26-28); et ouy, 2ym Udy olxor previa, of porta dé 


narlévewy én’ dyopic (Epist. 81, 17-19). 





348 


Epist. 


5-7 


Epist. 
10 


10. nal mode S76 oy Govdetac xarerdedixacpon, Bacrhéwe ett met- 
devetv véous REooT&ooovtos (Epist. 93, 6-8 to Basileios Glykys). This letter 
seems to have been written at the same time as Epist. 64 judging from 
the similarities in their wording: xa vig émapéerou Aertoupytac dvaéve a 
under (64, 3) - xa under rijs Emapdtou tots Aertoupyiag dvekrevas (93, 


2-3). 
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64 

Toryapotv, &meronndtt mordortprBely xal ddbav anode. 
yijven, ptov obdév dveu ais mpoa Tay He: Hyrtakenos was not 
free to give up teaching without the Emperor’s permis. 
sion.”° He was in some kind of dependence on the State as 
a teacher salaried by the court and as such only the Em. 
peror could relieve him of his contract. Evidently his 
school was attended by poor students sponsored by the 
government. He reminded the prokathemenos tou vestiarioy 
that by supporting him the court will support actually the 
young men in their studies (suotijaats dv xeel véous, “Epuiiy 
Gepamevovtac, Epist. 63, 17). The same argument he used 
also in his letter to the Emperor - that the gain of teaching 
poor students is in essence transferred to his imperial 
majesty: ws &y, mevoudvev Sidacxoudvoy, &¢ thy oh col 
Bacrréwe duy hy dtoBotvy tO xéodo¢ (Epist. 64, 9-10). 


67 


7% MupttAoy maQstv: The charioteer Myrtilos was bribed 


by Pelops to tamper the axle of the chariot of his master 


Oinomaos so that Pelops would win the chariot race and” 
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Se ee SS, ee a oe 


take Oinomaos’ daughter Hippodameia for his wife. Yet 
after his victory and the abduction of Hippodameia Pelops 
threw Myrtilos into the sea. Pauly-Wissova, XVI 1158ff, 
Eustathius Comm. fl. 281, 10 ff. (van der Valk): todto 8é 2é- 
yyouat Sud to Ext TQ) Muptihw Gpuddoumevar, Os qyeoyet way 
Otvoucep t6 THs SqPelons “Immodausiag natpt “Epuod noitc 
eydusvos dud 7d SdArog elvoer xexl Ad-yroc: mpotSwxe dé tov 
deordtyy Tetabetc TH TaLdl Gehovon TO xaxdv norte outer 
Tléhomoc xat tos maccuMaxoug Hrot suBdrous eedwy, of 
Tolis youvixtaty Arot tH &xow TOU dEovos éverpduevor xorré- 
youst tous tpoyouc, Stexmecely adtove év tH xaos Thc 
douatnhactas meTotnxev. 

Tota ovudpiuy etonoopevun: The exact location of the 
three small monasteries which Hyrtakenos wished to re- 
ceive as a charistikion in the mountainous region of 
Kyzikos is not known, despite the fact that monastic es- 
tablishments dedicated to Saint George and the Archangel 
Michael are mentioned in the sources (with the exception 
of the third one called by the surname Karydion). It is 
worth mentioning that the practice of offering monastic 
properties to individuals as a charistikion for a limited pe- 
riod of time and on a conditional basis during this period 
was rather restricted, and this may explain the reluctance 


_of the Patriarch loannes Glykys to grant this favour to 


Hyrtakenos. M.C. Bartusis, Land and Privilege in Byzantium. 
The Institution of Pronoia, Cambridge 2012, 156-157. 
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Epist. 69 
5-6  Tpoolutoy Uuvou mod¢ ‘Aynotdapoy Thvdcow Th) Sopij 
Aehupw@dyzot: In his Olympian 10 Pindar commemorateg — 
the victory of Hagesidamos of Western Lokroi in boxing 


in Olympia in 476BC. 
Epist. 70 a 
2 Kot ypotc uenccbyxuic ouxopayety: Hyrtakenos here a 


echoes a proverb or some kind of a popular saying which 
nonetheless is transmitted in Modern Greek proverbial 


phrases in the form of «yAuxdOqxev h yptck’¢ te adnan, Ch | 
NG. Polites, Mehérec met TaU Blou xed tie yhdoone toy | 


DAnuzod Aaod, vol. IV, Athens 1902, 128, 131-132. 


Epist. 71 

7-9 ovxody tou! xepahijc doxntov Tihov, “Horddw meatal Te 
sow, TéTou.pac: Hats made of compressed wool were in 
fashion in the last centuries of Byzantium. Their type and 
shape however is not specified in the letters of this period. 


Michael Gabras asked Philippos Logaras to provide himan __ 


doKntov miAov - the Hesiodian appellation had become 
obviously a clisché in learned circles - froma shop located 
in his neighborhood; Epist. 400, Fatouros, 625, 2ff and 426, 


p. 659, 3ff. Cf. also A. Karpozilos, “Realia in Byzantine Epis- 


tolography”, BZ 88 (1995) 79-80. 


Epist. 73 


11-12 ody Hxroto: dé xatt éxpouc dotpovduouc WAtvousdy te xo toe- 
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gousay: The interest in astronomy was revived in Constan- 
tinople by Theodoros Metochites who began his studies in 
this field around 1313 under the instruction of the promi- 
nent astronomer Manuel Bryennios; cf. Hunger, Die 
hochsprachliche profane Literatur der Byzantiner, Il, 248-249, 
But Loukites himself seems to have been interested in as- 
tronomy and certainly knew the astronomer Gregorios 
Chioniades who had lived for a period of time in Trebizond, 
and had exchanged letters with Nikephoros Gregoras a stu- 
dent of Metochites in the field of astronomy; cf. Hunger, Die 
hochsprachliche profane Literatur der Byzantiner, II, 251-252. 


Epist. 74 
The letter must have been written at about the same time 


with Epist. 77 addressed to Nikephoros Choumnos. Hyr- 
takenos reminds Metochites the financial support given 
to Hyaleas (PLP 29466) and Chalkomatopoulos (PLP 30525) 
by the megas logothetes Theodoros Mouzalon (1282-1294; 
PLP 19439)and respectively by the epi tou kanikleiou Nike- 
phoros Choumnos and the same details he repeats in 
Epist. 77. The two letters may be dated sometime after 
1321 because Hyrtakenos refers to the predecessors of 
Metochites in the office of the megas logothetes: Ot 706 oot 
TO THe ofS Keys TaUT NS 2Aadvovtes dope (L. 16-17).) CE. 


11. Fatouros, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, 223-224 dates this letter around 1312 or even earlier and ar- 
gues that it belongs in the same period with Epp. 33, 34 and 36. 
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6-9 
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also I. Sevéenko, Etudes sur la polémique entre Théodore Mi 
tochite et Nicéphore Choumnos, Brussels 1962, 153, who re 
marked that the similarity of the two letters did no 
bother Hyrtakenos because Metochites and Choumng 
could not compared them since they were not in Zod 
terms. Chalkomatopoulos surfaces as a private teacher } 
the last quarter of the thirteenth century. Maximo 
Planudes in fact entrusted to his care the education of hj 
servant Ioannes. But the youth seemingly did not receiy 
enough instruction from Chalkomatopoulos prompting 
Planudes to send him an written complaint (Epist, 66 
Leone, 96,24-98,19), About the teaching activities ‘of 
Hyaleas we are less informed - but according to Hyr 
takenos he too had received a siteresion with the support 
of Theodoros Mouzalon. 


75 : 
*Eott wav év povaoty 6 8 téAetoc: The number which is _ 
equal to the sum of its factors is called perfect. The sym 
bolism behind the number six is all too clear for God cre 
ated the world in six days (cf. also Epist. 88, where:the 
same theme is repeated). For a similar play with perfec 
numbers in epistolography, see Epist. 213 of Theodoros I 
Lascaris, Festa, 264,11 - 265,19 and Epist. 71 (70 Rein):o 
Georgios Oinaiotes: G. H. Karlsson - G. Fatouros, “Aus der 
Briefsammlung des Anonymus Floretinus (Georgios? 
Oinaiotes)”, JOB 22 (1973) 211. 
todtov dy Sue pordic yevnuctuv — xat técaptov cupBact- 
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evovta oyotnze: The fruit of pomegranate since antiquity 
was connected with fertility and the power of reproduc- 
tion (cf. Paus. 2, 17, 4). Hyrtakenos sent a gift of pome- 
granates to Andronikos I along with his best wishes that 
may soon be added a fourth joint Emperor to the throne 
so that they may rule in the four corners of the world. The 
number four receives in this sense a symbolic meaning, 
The same wish Hyrtakenos expressed also in Epist. 83 and 
88, an indication that the three letters were written at 
about the same time, that is when next to Andronikos II 
reigned his son Michael IX (+ 12. 10. 1320) and his grand- 
son Andronikos Ill. The three letters must be dated con- 
sequently some time after the marriage of the younger 
Andronikos to Eirene von Braunschweig (23 October 1317) 
and perhaps in the course of 1318; cf. Fatouros, “Zur 
Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyrtakenos”, 222- 
223. 
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GAG ti Set xa Meverv Omdoov eldanovias tavdot meortiy duce 
gov; Hyrtakenos believed that he had been unjustly over- 
looked by the powerful officials and made no secret of his 


12. 6 82 Ping utpelabw tod xaprrold tis Orde thy ovo. "Exetvas yao 
dPowrés eorty h eripdvera,, otepod) te xat xateoTuyuevy TH EAdToW St- 
elquévy, 70 68 eyxeluevov Ou uev dpb Fvo Th Trotnthy te xoul ebudopnep 
is tol xoprcov draBeoews, HOtov de tH yevoet yiveron, xatayuxodvoy Hy 
aisbnowv. Gregory of Nyssa, De vita Mosis, J. Danielou, 2, 192, 9; 193,13. 
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bitterness in this letter to Nikephoros Choumnos who had 
secured a much coveted siteresion for the teacher Chalko. 
matopoulos (PLP 30525) in the past. In the funeral oration 
he composed for Choumnos around 1327, probably to. 
wards the end of his life and career as a teacher, he re. 
marked that he should not be the one delivering the 
oration, but those that had been advanced to important 
positions by the departed: %e wav odv &AAor UKAROY Toy 
nav’ éxelvoy copiay, Wy Hy te th mptITOL, xotl Os 76) Std Oco¥ 
PaotAedovt, mpoowxetwoe. Boissonade, Anecdota Graeca; |, 
288. 


78 
de 8 cuvioy dvdpdow ovy “EXAyot 088” EhAquexiic mondetere 
wetéyouoty: This statement is puzzling - that Loukites was 
surrounded by non Greeks, by people who had no share 
of Greek learning. Was Hyrtakenos a highly opinionated 
scholar prejudiced towards those who lived outside the | 
walls of Constantinople? He may have exaggerated; but it | 
is also a well known fact that the Komnenoi in order to 
survive had made marriage alliances with foreign rulers, _ 
Georgians and Turkomans in particular. But it was not — 
only Loukites who went from Constantinople to Trebi- _ 
zond to settle there. The astronomer Gregorios Chioni 
ades lived and taught in Trebizond at about the same _ 
period and even left part of his library to Loukites, An- 
dreas Libadenos some years later went there to study as 
tronomy but stayed much longer and had a career as an 
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eclessiastic and court official. Nevertheless it was un- 
thinkable to leave Constantinople in order to settle in Tre- 
bizond. It was like giving gold for bronze and with this 
argument the metropolitan of Ohrid Gregorios tried to 
dissuade a young man (Georgios Oinaiotes?) from making 
his home there: 6 yobv tadtng ToomeCotiveer dddtxobon 
“Ypioera yodnetw xatk thy mapotuioy gory adAKCasOo, 
S.I. Kourouses, «['pyyoptou Apytemroxdnou Bovdyapice 
(y'/ 18" of.) "Emotohed werd tive Broypnoudy axpr- 
Bercewy», EEBE 45 (1981-82), 539,35-36, 548-552, 

Hy xoyay 7 Tsostiv onot yAwrta: The word xau.yds or 
xawouyae (for instance in the Alexanderroman, ed. U, 
Moennig, B 794 / S 808, B 838 / S 854 derives from the 
Turkish kemha, designating normally a luxury garment 
made of silk; cf. E. Kriaras, Aeéixd ts Meconwnxys E2- 
Anuxne Anuedoug Tpapyzcctetas, vol. VI, p. 320. B. Hem- 
merdinger, “158 noms communs grecs d’ origine 
iranienne. D’ Eschyle au grec modern”, BS 30 (1969) 30-31. 
The opinion of R. Shukurov that the earliest reference to 
the word in Greek is encountered in the account notes of 
Silvester Syropoulos is not exact: “On Some Oriental Bor- 
rowings in Middle Greek (Eleventh ~ Fifteen Centuries)”, 
Change in the Byzantine World in the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Centuries. Proceedings of the First International Sevgi Géniil 
Byzantine Studies Symposium, istanbul 25-28 June, 2007, istan- 
bul, 2010, 153. 
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for his luxurious living and loose morals, contrasted to his 
past poverty and humble social position. C. Brown, “From 
Rags to Riches: Anacreon’s Artemon”, Phoenix 87 (1983) 1- 
15, 

45-46 Leol ye wny ths afc dototing éxopdceme dprativdny xo Thy 
Piigoy e&ijveyxo: From Basileios Glykys’ writings nothing 
survives. Yet, he seems to have been a scholar ‘judging not 
only from his correspondence with Hyrtakenos, but also 
from his friendship with Nikephoros Gregoras as it is 


Epist. 82 
11-12 col mapdveos 2uautot — orépavov: The letter was obviously 
written on new year’s day (September 1") - 1pOv06, Og 
maowyrxe x8éc. The biblical phrase otépavog tod Emartot | 
(Ps. 64:12) designates the twelve months of the year. Cf. | 
Cosmas Indicopleustes, W. Wolska-Conus, IX, 7, 6: 9auucotug | 
tov xbxhov tov. dbdexa Lyvev atépavov eEermuv, wo | 


rs » Snes 
oreavolivea Ti xchhet avebev thy Y AV. 


Epist. 83 evinced in a letter addressed to him; Epist. 58, Leone, 178- 
2-3 “ApiOuds 6 téoocpa — Zott piv enimedos, weet ée mat | 179, 

otepodc: Hyrtakenos provides himself the symbolic signif: 

icance of the number four echoing Pythagorean aiid Epist. 88 


Christian precepts: the four elements of the created 
world, the four humours of the human body, the four 
quarters of the world. Cf. “Number Symbolism and Theo- 
ry”, ODB, Ill, 1502. 


8-10 Tov Ente TETOKKLC eumeptey wy — addoytay dmethnoota: 

Nikephoros Gregoras composed an arithmological treatise 
Tlepi tot Exerc: &orOu08, See Tokay dev Eyer 10 ceBdoptov 
in which he discussed the mystical significance of the 
number seven in musical theory (Exteryopdeg dupa), lan- 
guage (seven vowels), astronomy (seven planets), and 
medicine (according to Hippocrates); cf, F. Sbordone, “L’ 
ebdomadario di Niceforo Gregora”, Rivista Indo - greco - 
italica 20 (1936) 124-142, 

19-23 we ay auuBacthevovtec TéTTAES — TO Tetponnepic Kouo tHe 
otxouneving Se Evi teboinnw auteiEavtec. This letter was 
written in the course of 1318 at about the same time as 
Epist. 75 and 83 and in anticipation that a new member 
would be soon added in the imperial family, From his mar- 
riage to Eirene von Braunschweig (23. 10. 1317) the 


Epist. 86 

10-11 fixer tolvuv motte 6 xoxchdg mad Tatéom TOV xdAALoTOV: The 
title of Choumnos’ composition is not specified in the text _ 
unless it concerns the discourse about which Hyrtakenos 
writes in Epist. 91. For the designation of the letter as a 
spiritual offspring (modes, toxot, -yewhorta), see Hunger, 
Die hochsprachliche profane Literatur der Byzantiner, 1, 226. 


Epist. 87 8 
8 tov THe Tapoyntors Aptéumwva: Artemon became notorious 
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younger Andronikos had a son born to him in 1321 but 
this child died in a year or so. 


91 
et 88 xo Mevotig 3h meptiy 6 Gedrers: the discourse praised 

here by Hyrtakenos is identified with an unedited work in 
which Choumnos dealt at length with Moses (Llegt tod de _ 
undev &duvetov) and commented on the Revelation that 
God presented to Moses and the marvels of the physical 
universe (Verpeaux, Nicéphore Choumnos, 18, 55, 138-140), 


92 
This letter is essentially a duplicate of nr. 2 and its inclu- 

sion into the collection is somewhat puzzling. It may have © 
slipped into the collection by mistake as Fatouros sug- 
gests, “Zur Chronologie der Briefe des Theodoros Hyr- 
takenos”, 229. Its inclusion in the collection however _ 
could also imply that the codex Parisinus gr. 1209 is an au- 
tograph of Hyrtakenos because it transmits two different 
versions of a letter composed by him including the final _ 
one which he reworked and opted as a final text placing _ 
it in the very first letters of his collection. For the various . 
stages of composition and the authorial intervention on 
manuscripts by way of corrections and alterations in the 
text, see D. Reinsch, “Bemerkungen zu byzantinischen Au- 
torenhandschriften”, Griechische Kodikologie und Texttiber- 
lieferung, ed. D. Harlfinger, Darmstadt 1980, 629-644. 
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